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George Orwell's Animal Farm is a profound allegorical novella that critiques
totalitarianism and explores themes of power, corruption, and the dynamics of social
classes. Chapter 6 of the book marks a significant turning point in the story, as the pigs
begin to consolidate their power and manipulate the other animals. In this article, we will
explore key questions and answers related to Chapter 6, providing a comprehensive
understanding of the events and themes presented in this crucial part of the narrative.

Summary of Chapter 6

Before delving into the questions and answers, it's essential to summarize the main events
of Chapter 6:

- The animals work hard to rebuild the windmill, facing harsh weather conditions and food
shortages.
- The pigs begin to engage in trade with human beings, which contradicts the original
commandments of Animalism.
- Napoleon is seen as a decisive leader, using propaganda to control the narrative and
maintain order.
- The pigs alter the commandments to suit their actions, showcasing the theme of
manipulation and the erosion of ideals.
- The chapter ends with the animals feeling confused and disillusioned as they struggle to
remember the principles of their rebellion.

Key Questions and Answers

1. Why do the pigs begin to trade with humans, and
what does this signify?

The pigs start trading with humans primarily to acquire necessary supplies for the farm
and to improve their living conditions. This decision signifies a betrayal of the principles of
Animalism, which initially rejected any form of human interaction. The act of trading with
humans illustrates the gradual shift in the pigs' morality and the erosion of the
revolution's original ideals, highlighting the theme of corruption and the cyclical nature of
power.



2. How does Napoleon justify the trade with humans?

Napoleon justifies the trade by claiming that it is essential for the survival of the farm and
that it is a pragmatic decision in light of their circumstances. He uses propaganda,
particularly through the character of Squealer, to convince the other animals that trading
with humans is necessary for their well-being. This manipulation of language and meaning
reflects the theme of political rhetoric and the way in which leaders can distort reality to
maintain control.

3. What changes are made to the original
commandments of Animalism in this chapter?

In Chapter 6, the pigs alter the original commandments to justify their actions. Notably,
the commandment "No animal shall trade with humans" is modified to "No animal shall
trade with humans without special permission." This alteration emphasizes the theme of
betrayal and the malleability of language, as the pigs manipulate the commandments to
suit their own needs while maintaining a façade of adherence to the original principles.

4. What role does Squealer play in this chapter?

Squealer serves as the chief propagandist for the pigs and is instrumental in convincing
the other animals that the pigs' actions are justified. He uses persuasive language and
appeals to the animals' emotions, often invoking fear or hope to maintain loyalty and
compliance. His role highlights the theme of propaganda and the power of language in
shaping perceptions and manipulating public opinion.

5. How does the work on the windmill reflect the
animals' plight?

The work on the windmill is a significant symbol in Chapter 6. It represents the animals'
collective efforts and sacrifices, yet it also underscores their exploitation. Despite their
hard work, the animals face food shortages and harsh conditions, showcasing the disparity
between their sacrifices and the rewards they receive. This situation illustrates the theme
of oppression and the struggle of the working class, drawing parallels to real-world
scenarios of exploitation.

6. What happens to the hens, and how does this conflict
arise?

The hens rebel against Napoleon's decision to sell their eggs as part of the trade with
humans. They believe that this action is a betrayal of their rights and a violation of their



autonomy. Napoleon responds to their rebellion with force, cutting off their rations and
using violence to suppress dissent. This conflict highlights the theme of resistance and the
lengths to which those in power will go to maintain control over the populace.

7. How does the atmosphere on the farm change in
Chapter 6?

The atmosphere on the farm becomes increasingly tense and oppressive in Chapter 6. The
initial enthusiasm and camaraderie among the animals begin to dissipate as they face
mounting hardships and the pigs' growing authoritarianism. The use of fear tactics,
propaganda, and violence creates an environment of distrust and disillusionment,
reflecting the deterioration of the revolutionary spirit and the rise of a new tyranny.

8. What does the phrase "All animals are equal, but
some animals are more equal than others" foreshadow?

While this phrase becomes explicitly stated in later chapters, its essence is already
present in Chapter 6. The gradual shift in the pigs' behavior and their increasing
privileges foreshadow the complete abandonment of equality in favor of a hierarchical
structure that benefits the pigs. This phrase encapsulates the hypocrisy of the ruling class
and serves as a powerful critique of the way power corrupts ideals of equality and justice.

9. How do the other animals respond to the changes in
their society?

The other animals display a mix of confusion, fear, and resignation in response to the
changes. While some express doubts and question the pigs' decisions, many are swayed by
Squealer's propaganda and follow blindly. The animals' struggle to remember the original
commandments and their inability to articulate their grievances reflect the theme of
indoctrination and the challenges faced by the oppressed in recognizing and challenging
their exploitation.

10. What is the significance of the windmill's
construction in this chapter?

The windmill serves as a powerful symbol of the animals' collective labor and aspirations
for a better future. However, its construction also highlights the exploitation and
manipulation of the animals by the pigs. While the windmill represents hope and progress,
the reality of the animals' lives remains grim, as they are overworked and underfed. This
juxtaposition serves as a commentary on the false promises of leadership and the betrayal
of revolutionary ideals.



Conclusion

Chapter 6 of Animal Farm is a pivotal moment in the narrative, showcasing the
transformation of the pigs into the very oppressors they sought to overthrow. Through the
questions and answers presented above, we can see how Orwell illustrates the themes of
power, manipulation, and corruption. The struggles faced by the animals serve as a
powerful reminder of the fragility of ideals and the ease with which they can be distorted
by those in power. As we continue to analyze the subsequent chapters, it becomes
increasingly clear that Orwell's work remains relevant to contemporary discussions about
governance, authority, and the nature of revolutions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What major changes occur on the farm in Chapter 6 of
Animal Farm?
In Chapter 6, the animals work harder than ever to rebuild the windmill, and the pigs
begin to take on more privileges, such as sleeping in beds and consuming more food. The
commandments are subtly altered to justify these changes.

How does Napoleon manipulate information in Chapter
6?
Napoleon uses Squealer to spread propaganda, claiming that the farm is doing better than
ever and misleading the animals about their food rations. He also uses fear tactics to
suppress dissent.

What role does Mr. Whymper play in Chapter 6?
Mr. Whymper serves as the intermediary between Animal Farm and the outside human
world. He helps spread the illusion that the farm is prosperous and successful, despite the
hardships the animals face.

How does the theme of power and corruption manifest
in Chapter 6?
The pigs increasingly abuse their power, altering the commandments and exploiting the
other animals. This reflects the theme that power tends to corrupt, as the pigs begin to
resemble the oppressive humans they overthrew.

What is the significance of the windmill in Chapter 6?
The windmill represents the animals' hard work and collective effort, but it also
symbolizes the manipulation and exploitation by the pigs. Its construction becomes a
source of both pride and suffering for the animals.
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