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Animal Farm SparkNotes Chapter 3 serves as a pivotal point in George Orwell's allegorical novella,
where the initial ideals of Animalism begin to solidify, and the complexities of governance and power
dynamics start to unfold. In this chapter, the animals collectively strive to maintain their newfound
freedom and establish a community that reflects their desires for equality and cooperation.
However, as the narrative progresses, it becomes evident that not all animals share the same vision,
leading to tensions that foreshadow future conflicts.

Summary of Chapter 3

In this chapter, the animals on the farm are shown working diligently to harvest the crops. With the
humans gone, they experience a sense of pride in their accomplishments, as they are now working
for themselves rather than for a master. The animals are motivated by a shared sense of purpose and
the belief that their hard work will benefit everyone equally.

The Harvest and the Work Ethic

The chapter opens with a detailed description of the animals' efforts during the harvest season. The
pigs, being the most intelligent of the animals, assume leadership roles in organizing the work.
Notably, the character of Boxer, the hardworking cart-horse, emerges as a symbol of dedication and
strength. His personal motto, “I will work harder,” becomes emblematic of the collective spirit
among the animals.

- Work Contributions:
- Boxer: Represents the tireless worker whose strength is crucial to the farm's productivity.
- The Pigs: Take on roles of leadership and organization, emphasizing their intelligence.
- The Other Animals: Contribute to the harvest, showcasing a sense of unity and purpose.

Despite their efforts, the pigs begin to distinguish themselves from the other animals, subtly
indicating a shift in power dynamics. They claim the milk and apples for themselves, arguing that it
is essential for their health as the brainworkers of the farm. This early indication of inequality sets
the stage for future developments in the story.

The Seven Commandments and the Evolution of Animalism

The animals establish a set of principles known as the Seven Commandments to guide their new
society. These commandments reflect their ideals and aspirations for a fair and just community. The
pigs, particularly Napoleon and Snowball, take the lead in formulating these rules.

- The Seven Commandments:
1. Whatever goes upon two legs is an enemy.
2. Whatever goes upon four legs, or has wings, is a friend.



3. No animal shall wear clothes.
4. No animal shall sleep in a bed.
5. No animal shall drink alcohol.
6. No animal shall kill any other animal.
7. All animals are equal.

As the animals strive to adhere to these commandments, it becomes clear that their interpretation of
equality is beginning to shift. The pigs' justification for consuming the milk and apples under the
premise that they are the brains of the operation signals the emergence of a ruling class. This
contradiction within the commandments foreshadows the gradual erosion of the principles of
Animalism.

The Role of Education and Propaganda

Education plays a critical role in shaping the society on Animal Farm. The pigs prioritize their own
education, leading to a widening gap between them and the other animals. Snowball, in particular,
takes the initiative to educate the other animals, believing that knowledge is key to their liberation.

Snowball's Initiatives

Snowball's commitment to education is evident through his establishment of classes to teach the
other animals to read and write. He believes that an educated populace is essential for the success
of their revolution.

- Educational Efforts:
- Literacy Programs: Snowball organizes lessons for the animals, emphasizing the importance of
knowledge.
- The Windmill Project: Snowball introduces the idea of building a windmill to improve productivity,
showcasing his visionary approach.

However, not all animals grasp the complexities of their new society. The sheep, for example, are
easily swayed by simplistic slogans, demonstrating the dangers of propaganda. This manipulation of
information reflects the broader theme of how those in power can control the narrative to serve their
interests.

The Manipulation of Language and Ideology

The importance of language as a tool for control becomes evident in this chapter. The pigs begin to
alter the commandments and their meanings to justify their actions.

- Examples of Manipulation:
- The pigs change the commandment regarding bed usage, stating that animals cannot sleep in beds
with sheets, thereby justifying their use of the farmhouse for comfort.
- They also begin to use slogans like “Four legs good, two legs bad” to simplify complex ideas, which
ultimately serves to control the thoughts of the other animals.



This manipulation of language not only serves to consolidate the pigs’ power but also illustrates
Orwell’s critique of how political rhetoric can shape public perception and maintain control over the
masses.

The Division of Labor and the Rise of Class Distinctions

As the chapter progresses, the division of labor becomes more pronounced among the animals.
While the pigs take on leadership roles, the other animals, particularly the working class, find
themselves increasingly burdened with the workload.

Boxer's Dedication and the Implications of Class

Boxer’s unwavering commitment to the farm epitomizes the working class's dedication and loyalty.
However, his blind trust in the pigs raises questions about the nature of leadership and the
exploitation of the proletariat.

- Boxer’s Role:
- Represents the ideal worker, whose strength and work ethic are vital for the farm’s success.
- His loyalty is unwavering, but it also highlights the dangers of blind allegiance to authority.

The increasing workload on the other animals, juxtaposed with the pigs’ privileged lifestyle, signifies
the birth of class distinctions within Animal Farm, undermining the original ideals of equality.

Conclusion of Chapter 3: The Foreshadowing of Conflict

As Chapter 3 concludes, the seeds of conflict are sown through the emerging inequalities and
manipulations within the animal society. The pigs, particularly Napoleon and Snowball, begin to
assert their dominance, leading to tensions that will escalate in future chapters. The initial unity and
camaraderie among the animals are starting to fracture, laying the groundwork for the betrayal of
their revolutionary ideals.

In summary, Animal Farm SparkNotes Chapter 3 illustrates the complexities of governance, the
manipulation of ideology, and the emergence of class distinctions. Through the efforts of the animals
and the leadership of the pigs, Orwell poignantly critiques the nature of power and its capacity to
corrupt even the most noble of ideals. The chapter serves as a microcosm of broader societal
dynamics, emphasizing the importance of vigilance and education in the pursuit of a just society. As
the narrative unfolds, the reader is left to ponder the fragility of equality and the inherent dangers of
unchecked authority.

Frequently Asked Questions



What significant changes occur in the animals' work habits in
Chapter 3 of Animal Farm?
In Chapter 3, the animals work harder than they ever did under Mr. Jones, motivated by the promise
of a better life for themselves. They adopt a new work ethic, believing that their efforts will benefit
all animals equally.

How does the distribution of food change in Chapter 3?
The animals manage to harvest a larger crop than ever before, and they set up a system where they
share the food among themselves. However, the pigs begin to take the best food for themselves,
claiming they need it for their brainwork.

What role do the pigs assume in the organization of the farm
in Chapter 3?
The pigs take on leadership roles as they are considered the most intelligent animals. They organize
the other animals, teach them to read and write, and establish the principles of Animalism, though
they begin to privilege themselves over the others.

What is the significance of the 'Seven Commandments' in
Chapter 3?
The 'Seven Commandments' serve as the foundational guidelines for the new society on Animal
Farm. They are intended to promote equality and prevent the corruption of power, but the pigs start
to manipulate these commandments to justify their actions.

How does the character of Napoleon begin to develop in
Chapter 3?
In Chapter 3, Napoleon starts to assert his authority more clearly. He takes puppies away from their
mothers to educate them privately, indicating his desire to create a loyal following and prepare for a
future leadership role.

What does the conflict between Snowball and Napoleon reveal
in Chapter 3?
The conflict between Snowball and Napoleon begins to surface in Chapter 3 as they disagree on
various issues, including the plans for a windmill. This tension foreshadows the power struggle that
will become central to the story as Napoleon seeks to undermine Snowball's influence.
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