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Animal Farm is a novella written by George Orwell, first published in 1945. It is an
allegorical tale that uses a group of farm animals to represent the Russian Revolution and
the rise of the Soviet Union. Through the lens of these characters, Orwell explores themes
of power, corruption, and the cyclical nature of tyranny. The story serves as a critique of
totalitarianism and the often deceptive nature of political ideologies.

Plot Summary

Animal Farm begins with Mr. Jones, the often-drunk farmer of Manor Farm, who neglects his
animals. Inspired by a vision from Old Major, a prize-winning boar, the animals unite to
overthrow their human oppressors. They successfully revolt against Jones, establishing
Animal Farm and adopting the principles of Animalism, which promotes equality among all
animals.

However, as the pigs, particularly Napoleon and Snowball, assume leadership roles, power
dynamics shift. Napoleon exiles Snowball, consolidating control and gradually altering the
commandments of Animalism to justify his actions. The initial ideals of the revolution are
eroded, leading to a society that mirrors the oppression faced under human rule.

Main Characters

The characters in Animal Farm are essential to its allegorical meaning. Here are the key
figures:

1. Napoleon: A Berkshire boar who becomes the leader of Animal Farm after the rebellion.
He represents Joseph Stalin and embodies the corrupting influence of power.
2. Snowball: A pig who is Napoleon's rival and represents Leon Trotsky. He is intelligent and
passionate about improving the farm but is ultimately ousted by Napoleon.
3. Boxer: A loyal and hardworking cart-horse, Boxer symbolizes the working class. His
motto, "I will work harder," reflects the exploitation of laborers by those in power.
4. Squealer: A pig who serves as Napoleon's spokesperson. He represents propaganda and
the manipulation of language to control the populace.
5. Old Major: An elderly boar whose vision of a farm free from human oppression inspires
the rebellion. He symbolizes Karl Marx and Vladimir Lenin.
6. Clover: A maternal mare who represents the female proletariat and the working class's
struggles.

Thematic Elements

Animal Farm is rich with themes that delve into political and social commentary.



Corruption of Ideals

One of the central themes of Animal Farm is how power corrupts. Initially, the animals
establish a set of commandments to ensure equality and freedom. However, as the pigs
gain power, they begin to alter these commandments for their benefit. This corruption is
evident when the commandment "All animals are equal" is eventually changed to "All
animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others." This illustrates how
revolutionary ideals can become distorted when leaders prioritize their interests over the
collective good.

The Role of Propaganda

Squealer's role as the propagandist for the pigs highlights the significance of language and
information in maintaining control. He frequently revises history and manipulates facts to
convince the other animals that their suffering is justified or that their memories are flawed.
This reflects the use of propaganda in totalitarian regimes, where truth becomes subjective
and is shaped to maintain the power structure.

Class Struggle

Animal Farm also explores themes of class struggle and the exploitation of the working
class. Boxer represents the diligent workers whose labor is essential for the farm's success.
Despite his unwavering loyalty and hard work, he is ultimately betrayed by the very leaders
he trusted. This aspect of the novella serves as a critique of how those in power often
exploit the working class for their gain, leading to a cycle of oppression.

Symbolism in Animal Farm

Orwell employs various symbols throughout Animal Farm, enriching its allegorical
framework.

The Farm Itself

The farm symbolizes society as a whole, particularly the Soviet Union. The transition from
Manor Farm to Animal Farm signifies the shift from an oppressive regime to a supposedly
egalitarian society, which ultimately becomes another form of tyranny.

The Pigs

The pigs symbolize the ruling class. Their gradual transformation—from revolutionary



leaders to oppressive rulers—mirrors the rise of the Soviet elite. Their ability to manipulate
language and change the rules reflects the tactics used by totalitarian regimes to maintain
control.

The Seven Commandments

The Seven Commandments of Animalism represent the ideals of the revolution. As the pigs
alter these commandments to suit their needs, they symbolize the betrayal of revolutionary
principles. The final commandment, which distills the essence of the pigs' hypocrisy, starkly
contrasts the original intent of the revolution.

Historical Context

Animal Farm was written in the aftermath of World War II, during a time of great political
upheaval. Orwell, a democratic socialist, was critical of the totalitarian regimes that were
gaining ground in Europe, particularly Stalin's Soviet Union. The novella serves as both a
warning and a critique of how revolutionary movements can devolve into oppressive
regimes when power becomes centralized.

The events in Animal Farm can be directly linked to key historical moments:

1. Russian Revolution (1917): The overthrow of the Tsarist regime is mirrored by the
animals' revolt against Mr. Jones.
2. Rise of Stalinism: Napoleon's consolidation of power and the elimination of Snowball
reflect Stalin's rise to power and the purging of his political enemies.
3. Propaganda and Manipulation: The use of propaganda in Animal Farm parallels the
tactics employed by totalitarian regimes to control the narrative and suppress dissent.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its publication, Animal Farm received varied responses. Some praised its incisive
critique of totalitarianism, while others criticized it for oversimplifying complex political
issues. Over the years, it has become a staple of educational curricula, celebrated for its
insights into human nature and the dynamics of power.

Orwell's work continues to resonate in contemporary discussions about governance,
freedom, and the responsibilities of leadership. The phrase "Animal Farm" is often used to
represent any scenario where a group of individuals, initially united for a common cause,
becomes corrupt and oppressive.

Conclusion



Animal Farm remains a powerful allegory that explores the complexities of power, the
fragility of equality, and the dangers of complacency in the face of tyranny. George Orwell's
sharp critique of totalitarianism serves as a reminder of the importance of vigilance in
safeguarding democratic ideals. Through its memorable characters and poignant themes,
Animal Farm continues to be a relevant and thought-provoking work that challenges
readers to reflect on the nature of power and the responsibility of individuals in shaping
their societies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Animal Farm'?
'Animal Farm' explores themes of power, corruption, and the cyclical nature of tyranny,
illustrating how revolutionary ideals can lead to oppressive regimes.

Who are the key characters in 'Animal Farm' and what
do they represent?
Key characters include Napoleon (representing Joseph Stalin), Snowball (representing Leon
Trotsky), and Boxer (representing the working class). Each character symbolizes different
facets of the Russian Revolution.

How does George Orwell use allegory in 'Animal Farm'?
Orwell uses allegory to depict the events leading up to the Russian Revolution and the
subsequent rise of the Soviet Union, using farm animals to represent historical figures and
social classes.

What is the significance of the commandment 'All
animals are equal, but some animals are more equal
than others'?
This commandment illustrates the hypocrisy and manipulation of language by those in
power, highlighting how those in authority can distort truths to maintain control.

What role does propaganda play in 'Animal Farm'?
Propaganda is crucial in 'Animal Farm', primarily through Squealer, who uses persuasive
language and misinformation to control the other animals' perceptions and justify the pigs'
actions.

How does the setting of the farm reflect the political
climate of the time?
The farm serves as a microcosm of society, reflecting how power struggles and class
divisions can manifest in any system, mirroring the political unrest and upheaval of early



20th-century Russia.

What lessons can be learned from 'Animal Farm'
regarding leadership?
The novel teaches that leaders must be held accountable and that vigilance is necessary to
prevent the abuse of power, emphasizing the importance of critical thinking and active
participation in governance.

How does 'Animal Farm' end, and what does it signify?
The ending, where the pigs become indistinguishable from humans, signifies the complete
betrayal of the revolution's ideals and suggests that without vigilance, revolutions can lead
to new forms of oppression.

Why is 'Animal Farm' considered a classic in literature?
'Animal Farm' is considered a classic due to its timeless themes, powerful allegory, and its
critique of totalitarianism, making it relevant across various historical contexts and political
discussions.
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