
ann arbor recycling guide
Ann Arbor Recycling Guide: Understanding how to recycle properly is crucial for maintaining a
sustainable community. In Ann Arbor, residents have access to a comprehensive recycling program
that aims to reduce waste and promote environmental stewardship. This guide will provide you with
all the information you need to navigate the recycling process in Ann Arbor effectively, covering
what can be recycled, how to prepare materials, and tips for responsible disposal.

Understanding Ann Arbor's Recycling Program

Ann Arbor’s recycling program is managed by the City of Ann Arbor, which has made significant
strides in promoting recycling and sustainability. The city encourages residents to participate
actively in recycling efforts to minimize landfill waste and protect the environment.

What Can Be Recycled?

Recycling in Ann Arbor is straightforward, but understanding what materials are accepted is
essential. The following items are commonly accepted in the city's curbside recycling program:

1. Plastics:
- Containers labeled with recycling codes 1 (PETE) and 2 (HDPE).
- Rigid plastic containers, such as milk jugs, detergent bottles, and food containers.

2. Metals:
- Aluminum cans (e.g., soda cans).
- Steel cans (e.g., food cans).

3. Paper:
- Paperboard (e.g., cereal boxes).
- Mixed paper (e.g., office paper, newspapers, magazines).

4. Glass:
- Clear, green, and brown glass bottles and jars.

Items Not Accepted in Recycling

Understanding what cannot be recycled is just as important as knowing what can be. The following
items should not be placed in your recycling bin:

- Plastic bags and film
- Pizza boxes (due to grease contamination)
- Polystyrene foam (e.g., Styrofoam)
- Hazardous waste (e.g., batteries, chemicals)



- Textiles (clothing, fabric)
- Food waste

Preparing Your Recyclables

Proper preparation of recyclables is critical for the success of the recycling program. Here are some
guidelines to follow:

Cleaning Your Recyclables

Before placing items in your recycling bin, make sure to rinse them out. Contaminants such as food
residue can lead to entire batches of recyclables being sent to the landfill.

- Rinse containers: A quick rinse is usually sufficient to remove food particles.
- Empty bottles: Ensure that all liquids are poured out before recycling.

Sorting Your Recyclables

While Ann Arbor uses single-stream recycling, which allows all recyclables to be placed in one bin,
it’s still a good practice to sort materials to avoid contamination.

- Keep paper and cardboard separate from glass and metals when possible.
- Avoid mixing different types of plastics, especially those that are not accepted.

Drop-off Recycling Locations

For items that cannot be recycled through the curbside program or for residents who prefer to drop
off their recyclables, Ann Arbor offers several drop-off locations.

City Drop-off Centers

1. Recycling Drop-off Station:
- Location: 2950 East Ellsworth Road.
- Hours: Open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
- What to Bring: Accepts items such as cardboard, paper, and specific metals.

2. Other Facilities:
- Locations may vary, so it’s best to check the city’s official website for the most current information
and hours.



Special Recycling Programs

Ann Arbor also offers special recycling programs for specific materials that do not belong in the
regular recycling bin.

Electronics Recycling

Electronic waste (e-waste) contains hazardous materials and should be disposed of properly. Ann
Arbor provides options for recycling electronics:

- Annual E-Waste Collection Events: These events allow residents to drop off old electronics at
designated locations.
- Year-Round Programs: Some local businesses offer electronics recycling services throughout the
year.

Yard Waste and Composting

Yard waste and organic materials can be composted rather than recycled. Ann Arbor has a robust
composting program that encourages residents to compost yard waste and food scraps.

- Yard Waste Collection: Residents can place yard waste in biodegradable bags for curbside pickup
during the designated collection months.
- Composting Bins: The city provides options for residents to purchase composting bins at reduced
rates.

Understanding Contamination and Its Impact

Contamination in recycling streams is a significant issue that affects the efficiency and effectiveness
of recycling programs.

What is Contamination?

Contamination occurs when non-recyclable materials are mixed in with recyclables. This can lead to
entire loads of recyclables being sent to the landfill.

- Common Contaminants: Items like plastic bags, food-contaminated containers, and hazardous
waste can cause contamination.

Consequences of Contamination



- Increased costs for recycling facilities.
- Reduced recycling rates, leading to more waste in landfills.
- Environmental harm due to improper disposal of hazardous materials.

Tips for Effective Recycling in Ann Arbor

To maximize the effectiveness of your recycling efforts and support Ann Arbor’s sustainability goals,
consider the following tips:

1. Stay Informed: Regularly check the City of Ann Arbor’s recycling guidelines and updates.
2. Educate Others: Share information about proper recycling practices with family, friends, and
neighbors.
3. Participate in Community Events: Join local clean-up events or educational workshops about
recycling and sustainability.
4. Reduce and Reuse: Before recycling, consider ways to reduce waste and reuse items whenever
possible.

Conclusion

The Ann Arbor Recycling Guide serves as a comprehensive resource for residents to understand the
ins and outs of recycling in their community. By following the guidelines outlined in this article, you
can contribute to a cleaner environment and a more sustainable future. Remember that recycling is
just one aspect of waste management; reducing waste and reusing products are equally important in
the fight against pollution and waste accumulation. Together, we can make Ann Arbor a greener,
more sustainable place to live.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials can be recycled in Ann Arbor?
In Ann Arbor, you can recycle paper, cardboard, glass bottles and jars, aluminum cans, and certain
plastics (types 1 and 2).

How do I know if an item is recyclable in Ann Arbor?
Check the recycling symbol on the item for the resin identification code and refer to the Ann Arbor
recycling guide for a detailed list of accepted materials.

Where can I find the Ann Arbor recycling guide?
The Ann Arbor recycling guide can be found on the City of Ann Arbor's official website under the
waste management section.



What should I do with items that are not recyclable?
Items that are not recyclable should be disposed of in the regular trash. Check the guide for
hazardous waste disposal options for items like batteries or electronics.

Is there a limit to how much I can recycle in Ann Arbor?
There is no specific limit on recycling, but make sure your recyclables are placed in the designated
bins without contamination.

Can I recycle plastic bags in Ann Arbor?
No, plastic bags are not recyclable in curbside bins. Instead, you can return them to specific grocery
stores that have plastic bag recycling programs.

What should I do if my recycling is not picked up?
If your recycling is not picked up, contact the City of Ann Arbor's waste management department to
report the issue and get further instructions.

Are there special recycling events in Ann Arbor?
Yes, Ann Arbor hosts special recycling events throughout the year for items like electronics,
hazardous waste, and bulk items. Check the city’s schedule for upcoming events.
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