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Introduction to Anna and the French Kiss

Anna and the French Kiss is a captivating young adult novel written by Stephanie Perkins. Published in

2010, this book has garnered a massive fanbase for its charming narrative, relatable characters, and a

romantic backdrop set in one of the most beautiful cities in the world—Paris. The story revolves around

Anna, an American teenager who is reluctantly sent to a boarding school in France, where she

discovers love, friendship, and self-acceptance. This article delves into the key themes, characters,

and reasons why this novel has become a beloved staple in contemporary young adult literature.

Overview of the Plot

Anna and the French Kiss centers on Anna Oliphant, a high school senior living in Atlanta, Georgia.

Her life takes a dramatic turn when her father—a successful author—decides to send her to the School

of America in Paris (SOAP) for her senior year. Initially, Anna is upset about leaving her home, her

friends, and her crush, but as she arrives in Paris, she begins to see the city through a new lens.

The narrative unfolds as Anna navigates her new life in Paris, grappling with feelings of isolation and

homesickness. However, her life takes an exciting turn when she meets Étienne St. Clair, a charming

and charismatic boy who becomes her friend and, eventually, her love interest. The story beautifully

captures the push and pull of their relationship against the backdrop of Paris, filled with

misunderstandings, friendship dynamics, and the challenges of young love.



Main Characters

The novel features a rich cast of characters, each contributing to Anna's journey of self-discovery and

romance.

Anna Oliphant

Anna is the protagonist, characterized by her intelligence, wit, and vulnerability. Throughout the story,

she evolves from a timid girl struggling with her identity to a more confident young woman embracing

her emotions and desires. Her perspective and growth are central to the novel's themes of love and

self-acceptance.

Étienne St. Clair

Étienne is the quintessential love interest—handsome, charming, and slightly flawed. He is of French

and British descent, which adds to his allure. However, Étienne is not without his own issues; he has a

complicated relationship with his girlfriend and a strained relationship with his father. His character

development is crucial as he learns to navigate his feelings for Anna while dealing with his own

emotional baggage.

Supporting Characters

The novel also introduces a cast of supporting characters that enrich the story, including:

- Meredith: Anna's friend and confidante, who helps her adjust to life in Paris.

- Josh: A friend from the boarding school who has unreciprocated feelings for Anna.

- Anna's parents: They play a significant role in her life decisions and emotional struggles, particularly



her father's overbearing nature.

Themes Explored in the Novel

Anna and the French Kiss encompasses several themes that resonate with readers, particularly young

adults. Here are some of the key themes explored in the story:

Love and Relationships

The central theme of the novel is love in its many forms—romantic love, friendship, and familial love.

Anna's relationship with Étienne is both sweet and complicated, showcasing the challenges of young

love, including jealousy, miscommunication, and the struggle to define romantic boundaries.

Self-Discovery and Identity

As Anna navigates her new life in Paris, she embarks on a journey of self-discovery. The novel

highlights the importance of understanding oneself and embracing one's identity. Anna's growth from

an insecure teenager to someone who recognizes her worth and desires is a powerful message for

readers.

Culture Shock and Adaptation

The setting of Paris serves as a character in itself, offering a rich cultural backdrop that influences

Anna's experiences. The novel explores themes of culture shock, adaptation, and the beauty of

embracing new experiences. Anna's initial struggles with language barriers and cultural differences

reflect the universal challenge of adjusting to a new environment.



Writing Style and Tone

Stephanie Perkins' writing style is known for its engaging and relatable prose. The novel is narrated in

the first person, allowing readers to experience Anna's thoughts and feelings intimately. Perkins

combines humor, poignancy, and vivid descriptions of Paris, making the city come alive on the pages.

The tone is light-hearted yet sincere, striking a perfect balance that resonates with both teen and adult

readers.

Impact and Reception

Since its publication, Anna and the French Kiss has received widespread acclaim and has become a

beloved classic in the young adult genre. It has won numerous awards and has been included in

various reading lists for young adults. Readers have praised the novel for its realistic portrayal of

teenage emotions, relatable characters, and the enchanting setting of Paris.

Critical Reception

Critics have lauded Perkins for her ability to blend humor and romance while tackling serious themes

like identity and family dynamics. The chemistry between Anna and Étienne is often highlighted as a

standout aspect of the book, making it a favorite among fans of romantic fiction.

Fanbase and Influence

The novel has cultivated a dedicated fanbase, leading to a growing interest in contemporary romance

novels. Its success has inspired other authors to explore similar themes, and Perkins' ability to create

a relatable and heartfelt story has paved the way for the genre's evolution.



Conclusion

Anna and the French Kiss is more than just a romantic tale; it is a coming-of-age story that resonates

with readers of all ages. Through Anna's journey of discovery, the novel explores essential themes of

love, friendship, and self-acceptance against the enchanting backdrop of Paris. Stephanie Perkins has

crafted a narrative that captures the complexities of adolescence while providing an escape into a

world filled with romance and adventure. For anyone seeking a heartfelt and engaging read, Anna and

the French Kiss is undoubtedly a must-read that will linger in the hearts of its audience long after the

last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Anna and the French Kiss'?

The main theme of 'Anna and the French Kiss' is the exploration of love and self-discovery, as Anna

navigates her feelings for Étienne while adapting to a new environment in Paris.

Who are the main characters in 'Anna and the French Kiss'?

The main characters are Anna Oliphant, a high school student from Atlanta, and Étienne St. Clair, her

charming classmate in Paris.

How does the setting of Paris influence the story?

The setting of Paris adds a romantic and enchanting backdrop that enhances the story's themes of

love and adventure, as Anna experiences the city's culture and charm.

What challenges do Anna and Étienne face in their relationship?

Anna and Étienne face various challenges, including their own insecurities, Étienne's complicated

relationship with his girlfriend, and the difficulties of being in a long-distance relationship.



What role does friendship play in 'Anna and the French Kiss'?

Friendship plays a crucial role as Anna develops close bonds with her peers, which help her navigate

the ups and downs of her romantic feelings and personal growth.

How does Anna's character evolve throughout the novel?

Anna evolves from a shy, uncertain girl into a more confident individual, learning to embrace her

desires and make choices that reflect her true self.

What is the significance of the title 'Anna and the French Kiss'?

The title signifies the central romantic plot involving Anna and Étienne's relationship, highlighting both

the cultural allure of Paris and the pivotal moment that symbolizes their connection.

How has 'Anna and the French Kiss' impacted young adult literature?

The novel has become a popular staple in young adult literature, praised for its relatable characters,

heartfelt romance, and authentic portrayal of adolescent experiences.
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