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ap us history exam 2023 frq questions are a critical component of the Advanced Placement United
States History examination, designed to assess students’ analytical skills, historical reasoning, and
depth of knowledge. The 2023 exam continues to emphasize the importance of historical thinking
skills by requiring students to craft well-organized, evidence-based essays in response to free-
response questions (FRQs). Mastery of the AP US History exam 2023 FRQ section demands familiarity
with the exam format, understanding of the scoring criteria, and strategic preparation to effectively
address the prompts. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the AP US History exam 2023
FRQ, including the types of questions featured, strategies for success, and insights into the scoring
process. The discussion will also highlight how to approach document-based questions (DBQs) and
long essay questions (LEQs), which form the core of the FRQ section. Following this introduction,
readers will find a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered.
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Overview of the AP US History Exam 2023 FRQ

The AP US History exam 2023 FRQ section is designed to evaluate students’ ability to think critically
about historical events and developments in the United States. Unlike multiple-choice questions, FRQs
require students to formulate coherent arguments supported by specific evidence. This section
comprises two main types of essay questions that together test students’ historical interpretation
skills and essay writing capabilities. The FRQs are timed, challenging students to organize their
thoughts quickly and present a clear, persuasive response. Understanding the structure and
expectations of the FRQ section is essential for achieving a high score on the AP US History exam
2023 FRQ portion.

Format and Timing

The free-response section of the AP US History exam typically lasts 1 hour and 40 minutes. It includes
a Document-Based Question (DBQ) and two Long Essay Questions (LEQs). The DBQ requires students
to analyze and synthesize information from a set of historical documents, while the LEQs ask for an
analytical essay based on students’ own knowledge of U.S. history. Time management is crucial, as
students must allocate sufficient time to plan, write, and revise each essay.



Skills Tested

The AP US History exam 2023 FRQ assesses several key historical thinking skills, including:

Analyzing historical evidence and primary sources

Developing an argument with clear thesis statements

Contextualizing events within broader historical processes

Making connections across different time periods and themes

Using relevant and specific examples to support claims

Types of FRQ Questions in the 2023 Exam

The AP US History exam 2023 FRQ section consists primarily of two distinct types of questions: the
Document-Based Question and the Long Essay Questions. Each requires a unique approach and
understanding of historical content and skills.

Document-Based Question (DBQ)

The DBQ on the 2023 exam asks students to analyze a series of documents related to a specific
historical topic or theme. Students must incorporate these documents into their response while also
including outside knowledge. The DBQ tests students’ ability to interpret primary and secondary
sources and construct a cohesive argument that integrates multiple perspectives.

Long Essay Questions (LEQs)

In addition to the DBQ, students must answer two LEQs. Each LEQ prompts an essay that requires
analysis of a particular historical issue or development, often spanning a broad time period. Unlike the
DBQ, LEQs do not provide documents; rather, they assess students’ ability to recall and interpret
historical facts, trends, and themes from memory.

Effective Strategies for Answering FRQs

Success on the AP US History exam 2023 FRQ depends on employing effective strategies that
maximize clarity and argument strength. Preparation and practice are essential, but understanding



how to approach each question type is equally important.

Understanding the Prompt

Before writing, students should carefully read and analyze the FRQ prompt to identify its
requirements. This includes noting the time period, historical themes, and specific tasks such as
comparison, causation, or continuity and change over time. Clear comprehension of the prompt
ensures that the essay remains focused and relevant.

Planning and Outlining

Organizing thoughts before writing is vital. A brief outline helps structure the essay logically, ensuring
a clear introduction with a thesis statement, body paragraphs with supporting evidence, and a
concise conclusion. For DBQs, planning how to incorporate documents effectively is critical.

Developing a Strong Thesis

A well-crafted thesis statement is the backbone of a successful FRQ response. It should directly
answer the prompt, present an argument, and outline the main points that will be discussed. The
thesis guides the essay and helps maintain coherence.

Using Evidence Effectively

Incorporating specific evidence is essential for substantiating claims. For DBQs, this includes citing
and analyzing documents, while LEQs require relevant factual knowledge. Evidence should be clearly
connected to the thesis and demonstrate an understanding of historical context.

Time Management

Allocating time wisely among reading, planning, writing, and reviewing is crucial during the exam.
Students should aim to leave a few minutes at the end to proofread and make minor corrections to
strengthen their essays.

Scoring and Rubric Analysis for FRQs

The AP US History exam 2023 FRQ scoring rubric provides transparency on how essays are evaluated.
Understanding the rubric helps students tailor their responses to meet scoring criteria effectively.



DBQ Scoring Criteria

The DBQ is scored out of seven points, divided as follows:

Thesis/Claim (1 point): Presents a clear, historically defensible thesis.1.

Contextualization (1 point): Explains broader historical context relevant to the prompt.2.

Evidence from Documents (3 points): Uses at least six documents effectively to support the3.
argument.

Evidence Beyond Documents (1 point): Incorporates relevant outside knowledge.4.

Analysis and Reasoning (1 point): Demonstrates complex understanding by explaining5.
relationships and nuances.

LEQ Scoring Criteria

Each LEQ is scored on a scale of 0 to 6 points, based on:

Thesis/Claim clarity

Contextualization of the topic

Use of evidence to support an argument

Analysis of historical reasoning (causation, comparison, continuity and change over time)

Organization and coherence

Sample FRQ Topics from the 2023 Exam

The AP US History exam 2023 FRQ questions cover a wide range of themes and time periods,
reflecting the diversity and complexity of U.S. history. While the College Board does not release exact
questions ahead of time, sample topics provide valuable insight into the nature of the prompts.



Document-Based Question Example

An example DBQ topic from 2023 might have focused on the social and political effects of the
Progressive Era reforms. Students would analyze documents illustrating reform efforts and evaluate
their impact on American society and government.

Long Essay Question Examples

Typical LEQs could include prompts such as:

Analyze the causes and consequences of the American Revolution.

Evaluate the extent to which the New Deal transformed American society.

Compare and contrast the foreign policies of the United States during the Cold War.

These topics require students to demonstrate comprehensive knowledge and the ability to construct
persuasive historical arguments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main topics covered in the AP US History Exam
2023 FRQ section?
The 2023 AP US History Exam FRQ section focused on key themes such as American political
developments, social movements, economic changes, and foreign policy from the colonial era through
the 20th century.

How should students effectively structure their responses to
the 2023 AP US History Exam FRQs?
Students should use a clear thesis statement, provide specific historical evidence, analyze and
connect their points to the prompt, and organize their essay with logical paragraphs to effectively
address the 2023 FRQs.

What strategies helped students succeed on the 2023 AP US
History Exam FRQ?
Successful strategies included practicing past FRQs, understanding key historical periods, time
management during the exam, and focusing on writing concise, evidence-supported arguments.



Were there any significant changes in the 2023 AP US History
Exam FRQ format compared to previous years?
The 2023 AP US History Exam FRQ format remained consistent with previous years, featuring
document-based questions (DBQs), long essay questions (LEQs), and short answer questions (SAQs)
to assess analytical and writing skills.

What are some common pitfalls to avoid when answering the
2023 AP US History Exam FRQs?
Common pitfalls include failing to address all parts of the prompt, lacking specific evidence, providing
overly general responses, and poor time management leading to incomplete answers.

How can students prepare specifically for the 2023 AP US
History Exam FRQs?
Preparation can include reviewing key historical themes, practicing writing timed essays, analyzing
primary and secondary sources, and studying scoring guidelines to understand what graders look for.

Additional Resources
1. Cracking the AP U.S. History Exam 2023
This comprehensive guide offers detailed content reviews, practice questions, and full-length practice
exams specifically tailored for the 2023 AP U.S. History exam. It includes strategies to tackle both
multiple-choice and FRQ sections effectively. Students benefit from clear explanations and tips to
improve their time management during the exam.

2. 5 Steps to a 5: AP U.S. History 2023
Designed to help students aim for a top score, this book breaks down the exam format and provides
step-by-step instructions on how to approach each section. The FRQ portion receives special attention
with sample prompts and model answers. Additionally, it offers practice tests and review drills to
reinforce knowledge.

3. AP U.S. History Prep Plus 2023-2024
This up-to-date prep book includes thorough content reviews aligned with the latest exam framework
and focuses on critical thinking skills necessary for the FRQs. It features practice questions with
detailed explanations and strategies to master document-based questions (DBQs) and long essay
questions (LEQs). The book also includes online resources for additional practice.

4. The Princeton Review: Cracking the AP U.S. History Exam 2023
Known for its student-friendly approach, this book offers clear content summaries and proven test-
taking strategies. It emphasizes writing strong, well-organized FRQs and provides examples of high-
scoring essays. With practice questions and drills, students can build confidence and improve their
writing under timed conditions.

5. AP U.S. History: A Study Guide for the 2023 Exam
This concise study guide focuses on the key themes and concepts essential for the AP U.S. History
exam. It offers focused practice for the FRQ section with sample questions and scoring rubrics. The



guide is ideal for students looking for a straightforward review and efficient preparation.

6. AP U.S. History Crash Course 2023
Perfect for last-minute review, this crash course book covers all exam topics with an emphasis on
critical analysis and essay writing skills. It provides strategies specifically for tackling the FRQs,
including how to organize responses and incorporate historical evidence. The book also includes
practice questions to test knowledge quickly.

7. Mastering the AP U.S. History Exam: FRQ Edition 2023
This specialized guide focuses exclusively on the free-response questions portion of the exam. It
teaches students how to analyze prompts, construct thesis statements, and develop coherent
arguments supported by evidence. The book includes numerous practice FRQs with detailed scoring
explanations to help students understand what examiners look for.

8. AP U.S. History Exam Prep: Essays and Free-Response Questions 2023
This collection offers a wide range of practice FRQs from previous exams along with sample high-
scoring answers. It provides techniques for improving writing clarity and historical reasoning. The
book is an excellent resource for students who want to hone their essay-writing skills and familiarize
themselves with the exam format.

9. Barron's AP U.S. History Flash Cards and FRQ Practice 2023
Combining flashcards for quick content review with targeted FRQ practice, this resource helps
students reinforce key facts and practice writing under timed conditions. It includes strategies for
organizing essays and using evidence effectively. The flashcards make it easy to review on the go,
while the FRQ practice sections build exam confidence.
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