ap world history definitions

ap world history definitions form the foundation for understanding the complex narratives and themes
presented throughout the course. Mastery of these key terms and concepts is essential for students to
analyze historical events, identify cause and effect, and draw connections across different regions and
time periods. This article provides an extensive overview of important ap world history definitions,
encompassing political, social, economic, and cultural terminology. These definitions will aid in
reinforcing comprehension and improving performance on exams by clarifying commonly tested
vocabulary. In addition to individual terms, the article discusses broader thematic categories and how
these definitions interact within the framework of world history. A clear grasp of these fundamental
concepts ensures a more holistic understanding of global historical processes. Following the
introduction, a detailed table of contents outlines the main sections covered in this comprehensive

guide.
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Political and Governmental Terms

The political landscape of world history is shaped by a variety of systems, institutions, and ideologies.
Understanding political and governmental terms is crucial for analyzing how societies were organized

and governed throughout different periods and regions.

Empire

An empire is a large political unit or state, usually under a single leader, that controls many peoples or
territories. Empires often expand through conquest or colonization and maintain power through
administrative systems and military strength. Examples include the Roman Empire, the Mongol Empire,

and the Ottoman Empire.

Feudalism

Feudalism refers to the decentralized political system dominant in medieval Europe, where land was
exchanged for military service and loyalty. Lords granted land (fiefs) to vassals, who in turn owed them
service. This system structured social and political relationships and influenced economic and military

arrangements.

Mandate of Heaven

This is a Chinese political and religious doctrine used to justify the rule of the emperor. It asserted that
heaven granted the emperor the right to rule based on their ability to govern well and fairly. Loss of

the mandate was believed to justify rebellion and the rise of new dynasties.

State

A state is a political organization with a centralized government that maintains a monopoly on the



legitimate use of force within a certain geographical territory. States can be empires, kingdoms, city-

states, or modern nation-states.

Revolution

A revolution is a fundamental and relatively sudden change in political power or organizational
structures that takes place when the population revolts against the government, typically due to

perceived oppression or political incompetence.
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Economic Systems and Concepts

Economic terms provide insight into how societies produce, distribute, and consume goods and
services. These definitions help explain the economic foundations of civilizations and the interactions

between trade, labor, and resources.



Mercantilism

Mercantilism is an economic theory and practice dominant in Europe from the 16th to 18th centuries
that promoted governmental regulation of a nation’s economy to augment state power. It emphasized

the accumulation of wealth, particularly gold and silver, through a favorable balance of trade.

Subsistence Agriculture

This refers to a farming system in which the farmers focus on growing enough food to feed themselves

and their families. The output is mostly for local consumption, with little surplus for trade or sale.

Trade Networks

Trade networks are interconnected systems of exchange that link different regions through the
movement of goods, ideas, and technologies. Historical examples include the Silk Road, Indian Ocean

trade routes, and the Trans-Saharan trade network.

Labor Systems

Various labor systems such as slavery, serfdom, and indentured servitude have existed throughout
history, influencing economic production and social hierarchies. Each system defines the relationship

between laborers and those who control production.

Capitalism

Capitalism is an economic system characterized by private ownership of the means of production and
the creation of goods or services for profit. It emerged prominently in Europe during the early modern

period and played a significant role in shaping global economies.
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Social Structures and Cultural Terms

Social and cultural definitions elucidate the organization of societies and the values, norms, and
practices that define identity and community. These terms are vital for understanding continuity and

change over time.

Caste System

The caste system is a rigid social hierarchy found primarily in South Asia, particularly India. It divides
society into hereditary groups based on occupation and social status, influencing individuals' roles,

rights, and interactions.

Patriarchy

Patriarchy is a social system in which men hold primary power and predominate in roles of political
leadership, moral authority, social privilege, and control of property. This structure has been dominant

in many societies throughout history.



Kinship

Kinship refers to the relationships between individuals based on blood, marriage, or adoption. It plays

a critical role in organizing social groups, inheritance, and alliances across various cultures.

Urbanization

Urbanization is the process by which populations move from rural to urban areas, leading to the

growth of cities. It often reflects economic development, social change, and shifts in labor patterns.

Ethnocentrism

Ethnocentrism is the belief in the inherent superiority of one's own ethnic group or culture, often
leading to prejudice and misunderstanding towards other groups. This concept is important for

analyzing cultural interactions and conflicts.
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Religious and Philosophical Definitions

Religious and philosophical terms provide insight into the belief systems that have shaped human
behavior, governance, and culture throughout history. These definitions reveal how ideas influenced

societies and global interactions.

Monotheism

Monotheism is the belief in a single, all-powerful deity. Religions such as Judaism, Christianity, and

Islam are monotheistic and have played pivotal roles in world history.

Polytheism

Polytheism is the belief in multiple gods or deities. Many ancient civilizations, including the Greeks,

Romans, and Egyptians, practiced polytheistic religions.

Confucianism

A philosophical and ethical system based on the teachings of Confucius, emphasizing social harmony,

filial piety, and hierarchical relationships. Confucianism deeply influenced East Asian societies.

Buddhism

Buddhism is a religion and philosophy founded by Siddhartha Gautama (the Buddha) that focuses on

overcoming suffering through enlightenment, ethical living, and meditation.



Hinduism

Hinduism is a major religion originating in South Asia characterized by a belief in reincarnation, karma,

dharma, and a diverse pantheon of gods and goddesses.
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Technological and Environmental Terms

Technological innovations and environmental factors have greatly influenced the development of

civilizations. Understanding these terms offers insight into human adaptation and progress over time.

Neolithic Revolution

The Neolithic Revolution marks the transition from nomadic hunting and gathering to settled agriculture
and the domestication of plants and animals. This shift enabled population growth and the rise of

complex societies.



Industrialization

Industrialization refers to the process through which societies transform from agrarian economies to
industrial ones, characterized by mechanized production and urban growth, beginning in the 18th

century.

Diffusion

Cultural diffusion is the spread of ideas, customs, technologies, and goods between societies. It occurs

through trade, migration, conquest, and communication.

Environmental Determinism

This concept posits that the physical environment, particularly climate and geography, shapes human

societies and their development, influencing culture and history.

Iron Age

The Iron Age is the period following the Bronze Age, marked by widespread use of iron tools and

weapons, which contributed to advances in agriculture, warfare, and societal organization.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of 'feudalism’ in AP World History?

Feudalism is a political and social system in medieval Europe where land was exchanged for military

service and loyalty between lords and vassals.

How is 'imperialism' defined in AP World History?

Imperialism is the policy of extending a country's power and influence through colonization, use of

military force, or other means.

What does 'civilization' mean in AP World History?

Civilization refers to a complex society characterized by urban development, social stratification, a form

of government, and symbolic systems of communication such as writing.

Define 'syncretism' as used in AP World History.

Syncretism is the blending of different religious, cultural, or philosophical beliefs and practices into a
new system.

What is the meaning of 'mercantilism’ in AP World History?

Mercantilism is an economic theory and practice dominant in Europe from the 16th to 18th centuries
that promoted governmental regulation of a nation's economy to augment state power, emphasizing

exports over imports.



How is 'patriarchy’ defined in the context of AP World History?

Patriarchy is a social system in which men hold primary power, predominating in roles of political

leadership, moral authority, social privilege, and control of property.

What does 'diaspora’ mean in AP World History?

Diaspora refers to the dispersion of any people from their original homeland, often used to describe

communities living outside their ancestral territories.

Define 'bureaucracy' in AP World History terms.

Bureaucracy is a system of government in which most of the important decisions are made by state

officials rather than by elected representatives.

What is the AP World History definition of 'anthropology'?

Anthropology is the study of humans, their societies, cultures, and development over time.

Additional Resources

1. AP World History: Modern Vocabulary Workbook

This workbook is designed to help students master key terms and definitions essential for the AP
World History: Modern exam. It offers clear explanations and engaging exercises to reinforce
understanding of important concepts. The book is structured to align with the course themes and

periods, making it an ideal study companion.

2. Essential Terms for AP World History
Focusing exclusively on critical vocabulary, this book provides concise and precise definitions of
important terms from all eras of world history. Each entry is accompanied by context and examples to

help students grasp their significance. It is a great resource for quick review and memorization.



3. AP World History Key Concepts and Definitions

This guide presents comprehensive coverage of the major concepts and definitions found in the AP
World History curriculum. It includes thematic explanations and connections between terms to deepen
students’ understanding. The book is perfect for both beginners and those looking to solidify their

knowledge.

4. Cracking the AP World History Exam: Vocabulary Edition
Part of the popular test prep series, this vocabulary edition focuses on the most frequently tested
terms in AP World History. It provides detailed definitions, usage tips, and mnemonic devices to aid

retention. The book also features practice quizzes to test vocabulary knowledge.

5. World History Vocabulary for AP Students
This book compiles an extensive list of world history vocabulary words, carefully categorized by
historical periods and themes. It includes clear definitions and contextual examples that help students

see how terms apply to historical events. Additionally, it offers review activities to enhance learning.

6. AP World History: Thematic Vocabulary Handbook

Organized by the major themes of AP World History, this handbook helps students understand and
remember key definitions within their thematic contexts. It offers explanations that link vocabulary to
broader historical processes and developments. This thematic approach aids in synthesizing

information for essays and exams.

7. Mastering AP World History Vocabulary
This resource is tailored to help students master the essential vocabulary needed to excel in AP World
History exams. It features clear definitions, sample sentences, and practice exercises to reinforce

learning. The book also provides tips for effective memorization and application in writing.

8. AP World History Study Guide: Definitions and Concepts
Combining definitions with broader conceptual explanations, this study guide supports students in
understanding both the terms and their significance within world history. It integrates timelines and

thematic overviews to provide context. The guide is designed for use throughout the AP course as a



continual reference.

9. Quick Review: AP World History Vocabulary

Ideal for last-minute studying, this quick review book highlights the most important vocabulary terms
and their definitions for AP World History. It presents information in a concise, easy-to-digest format,
making it perfect for rapid review sessions. The book also includes tips on how to approach vocabulary

questions on the exam.
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