APUSH EXAM MULTIPLE CHOICE

APUSH EXAM MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS ARE A CRUCIAL COMPONENT OF THE ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES
HisTory (APUSH) ExAM. THIS SECTION TESTS STUDENTS' KNOWLEDGE OF U.S. HISTORY SPANNING FROM PRE-COLUMBIAN
TIMES TO THE PRESENT. W/ITH A COMBINATION OF CRITICAL THINKING, ANALYSIS, AND RECALL OF HISTORICAL FACTS, THE

MUL TIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF KEY EVENTS, FIGURES
AND THEMES IN AMERICAN HISTORY. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE STRUCTURE OF THE APUSH EXAM, STRATEGIES FOR
MASTERING MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, COMMON TOPICS COVERED, AND TIPS FOR EFFECTIVE STUDY.

1

UNDERSTANDING THE APUSH ExAM STRUCTURE

THe APUSH EXAM IS DIVIDED INTO TWO MAIN SECTIONS: MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS AND FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS.

1. OVERVIEW OF THE ExAM

- ToTAL DURATION: THE APUSH EXAM LASTS APPROXIMATELY THREE HOURS AND FIFTEEN MINUTES.

- MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION: THIS SECTION CONSISTS OF 55 QUESTIONS, WHICH STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE IN 55 MINUTES.
- Free-RespoNse SECTION: COMPRISING TWO PARTS, THIS SECTION REQUIRES STUDENTS TO ANSWER A DOCUMENT-BASED
QUESTION (DBQ) AND A LONG ESSAY QUESTION.

2. ScorING GUIDELINES

- EACH CORRECT ANSWER IN THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION EARNS ONE POINT.
- THERE IS NO PENALTY FOR INCORRECT ANSWERS, SO STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO GUESS IF THEY ARE UNSURE.
- THE TOTAL SCORE FROM BOTH SECTIONS IS COMBINED TO PRODUCE THE FINAL EXAM SCORE, WHICH CAN RANGE FROM 110 65.

STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS IN MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

To exceL IN THE APUSH EXAM MULTIPLE CHOICE SECTION, STUDENTS CAN EMPLOY SEVERAL EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES.

1. FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE FORMAT

UNDERSTANDING THE STRUCTURE OF THE QUESTIONS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE PERFORMANCE. THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE
QUESTIONS TYPICALLY INCLUDE:

- A QUESTION STEM THAT PRESENTS A HISTORICAL SCENARIO OR STATEMENT.
- Four ANSWER CHOICES LABELED A, B, C, AND D.

2. ReAD QUESTIONS CAREFULLY

STUDENTS SHOULD TAKE THEIR TIME TO READ EACH QUESTION AND ANSWER CHOICE THOROUGHLY. KEY TERMS AND PHRASES
CAN OFTEN INDICATE THE CORRECT ANSWER. PAY ATTENTION TO QUALIFIERS SUCH AS “ALWAYS,” “NEVER,” “MOST,” AND
“LEAST,” AS THESE CAN CHANGE THE MEANING OF THE QUESTION.



3. ELIMINATION TECHNIQUE

\W/HEN FACED WITH DIFFICULT QUESTIONS, STUDENTS SHOULD USE THE PROCESS OF ELIMINATION. BY CROSSING oUT
OBVIOUSLY INCORRECT ANSWERS, THEY CAN INCREASE THEIR CHANCES OF SELECTING THE RIGHT ONE FROM THE REMAINING
CHOICES.

4. TIME MANAGEMENT

W/ITH ONLY 55 MINUTES TO ANSWER 55 QUESTIONS, TIME MANAGEMENT IS CRITICAL. STUDENTS SHOULD AIM TO SPEND
ABOUT ONE MINUTE PER QUESTION. IF A QUESTION IS PARTICULARLY CHALLENGING, IT MAY BE WISE TO SKIP IT AND RETURN
LATER IF TIME PERMITS.

5. PRACTICE WITH PAST ExAaMs

W/ ORKING THROUGH PREVIOUS APUSH EXAMS IS ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO PREPARE. T HIS PRACTICE HELPS STUDENTS
BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THE QUESTION FORMAT AND THE TYPES OF CONTENT THAT ARE FREQUENTLY TESTED.

Common Torics IN APUSH ExaM MuLTIPLE CHolcE QUESTIONS

THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS COVER A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS FROM U.S. HISTORY. HERE ARE SOME COMMON THEMES AND
PERIODS THAT STUDENTS SHOULD FOCUS ON:

1. CoLONIAL AMERICA

- THE FOUNDING OF THE THIRTEEN COLONIES AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT
- INTERACTIONS BETWEEN NATIVE AMERICANS AND EUROPEAN SETTLERS
- ECONOMICI SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL STRUCTURES OF COLONIAL SOCIETY

2. AMERICAN REVOLUTION

- KEY EVENTS LEADING TO INDEPENDENCE, SUCH AS THE BOSTON TEA PARTY AND THE INTOLERABLE ACTS
- IMPORTANT FIGURES LIKE GEORGE W/ ASHINGTON, THOMAS JEFFERSON, AND BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
- THE IMPACT OF THE REVOLUTION ON DIFFERENT GROUPS, INCLUDING WOMEN AND ENSLAVED PEOPLE

3. THe CoNsTITUTION AND EARLY RepPuUBLIC

- THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION AND THEIR WEAKNESSES
- Key peBATES IN THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
- THE BILL OF RIGHTS AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE

4. EXPANSION AND REFORM MOVEMENTS

- THE IMPACT OF WESTWARD EXPANSION ON NATIVE AMERICAN POPULATIONS



- THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT AND KEY FIGURES LIKE FREDERICK DOUGLASS AND HARRIET TUBMAN
- SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS, INCLUDING WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE AND TEMPERANCE

5. CiviL W AR AND RECONSTRUCTION

- CAusEes oF THE CIviIL \X/AE, INCLUDING SECTIONALISM AND SLAVERY
- MAJOR BATTLES AND TURNING POINTS, SUCH AS GETTYSBURG AND ANTIETAM
- THE COMPLEXITIES OF RECONSTRUCTION AND ITS AFTERMATH

6. INDUSTRIALIZATION AND THE GILDED AGE

- THE RISE OF BIG BUSINESS AND SIGNIFICANT INVENTIONS
- LABOR MOVEMENTS AND STRIKES, SUCH AS THE PULLMAN STRIKE
- IMMIGRATION PATTERNS AND URBANIZATION

7. THe PROGRESSIVE ERA TO THE New DeaL

- KEY REFORMS AND FIGURES, INCLUDING | HEODORE ROOSEVELT AND JANE ADDAMS
- THE IMPACT OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND FRANKLIN D. RooseVELT's NEw DEAL PROGRAMS
- SOCIAL SECURITY, LABOR RIGHTS, AND ECONOMIC RECOVERY MEASURES

8. PosT-WorLD WAR || AMERICA

- THe CoLD W/ AR AND ITS GLOBAL IMPLICATIONS
- CiVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND LANDMARK LEGISLATION
- SOCIAL CHANGES IN THE LATTER HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY, SUCH AS FEMINISM AND LGBTQ+ RIGHTS

EFrecTiIVE STUDY TIPS FOR THE APUSH Exam

ToO PREPARE THOROUGHLY FOR THE APUSH EXAM MULTIPLE CHOICE SECTION, STUDENTS SHOULD ADOPT A VARIETY OF STUDY
METHODS.

1. CREATE A STUDY SCHEDULE

DEVELOPING A STRUCTURED STUDY SCHEDULE CAN HELP STUDENTS COVER ALL NECESSARY MATERIAL WITHOUT FEELING
OVERWHELMED. ALLOCATE SPECIFIC TIMES FOR REVIEWING DIFFERENT HISTORICAL PERIODS AND THEMES.

2. Use Review Books AND ONLINE RESOURCES

THERE ARE NUMEROUS APUSH REVIEW BOOKS AND ONLINE RESOURCES AVAILABLE THAT PROVIDE SUMMARIES OF KEY
CONCEPTS, PRACTICE QUESTIONS, AND TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES. POPULAR REVIEW BOOKS INCLUDE:

- CrACKING THE AP U.S. HisTorY ExaM BY THE PRINCETON REVIEW
- AP U.S. HisTorY PreP BY KAPLAN



- BarroN's AP U.S. HisToryY

3. JoIN STupYy GROUPS

COLLABORATING WITH PEERS CAN ENHANCE UNDERST ANDING AND RETENTION OF MATERIAL. STUDY GROUPS ALLOW STUDENTS
TO QUIZ EACH OTHER, DISCUSS CHALLENGING CONCEPTS, AND SHARE DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES ON HISTORICAL EVENTS.

4. UTILizE FLASHCARDS

CREATING FLASHCARDS FOR SIGNIFICANT TERMS, EVENTS, AND FIGURES CAN AID IN MEMORIZATION. STUDENTS CAN USE DIGITAL
FLASHCARD PLATFORMS SUCH AS QUIZLET OR ANKI FOR INTERACTIVE STUDYING.

5. Focus oN THeMEs AND CONNECTIONS

(UNDERSTANDING OVERARCHING THEMES IN U.S. HISTORY CAN HELP STUDENTS MAKE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT EVENTS
AND PERIODS. FOCUS ON THEMES SUCH AS AMERICAN IDENTITY, MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT, AND POLITICS AND POWER.

CoNCLUSION

THe APUSH EXAM MULTIPLE CHOICE SECTION IS AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF THE APUSH EXAM THAT REQUIRES A BLEND OF
FACTUAL KNOWLEDGE, CRITICAL THINKING, AND EFFECTIVE TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES. BY UNDERSTANDING THE EXAM
STRUCTURE, FAMILIARIZING THEMSELVES WITH COMMON TOPICS, AND EMPLOYING STRATEGIC STUDY TECHNIQUES, STUDENTS
CAN ENHANCE THEIR CHANCES OF SUCCESS. THOROUGH PREPARATION NOT ONLY AIDS IN ACHIEVING A HIGH SCORE ON THE EXAM
BUT ALSO DEEPENS THE UNDERSTANDING OF AMERICAN HISTORY, WHICH IS INVALUABLE IN BOTH ACADEMIC AND REAL-WORLD
CONTEXTS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PRIMARY FOCUS oF THE APUSH EXAM MULTIPLE CHOICE SECTION?

THE PRIMARY FOCUS IS TO ASSESS STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF U.S. HISTORY, INCLUDING KEY EVENTS, CONCEPTS, AND
HISTORICAL PATTERNS FROM PRE-COLUMBIAN TIMES TO THE PRESENT.

How MANY MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS ARE TYPICALLY INCLUDED IN THE APUSH
EXAMP

THe APUSH EXAM TYPICALLY INCLUDES 55 MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS.

\WHAT SKILLS ARE TESTED IN THE MULTIPLE CHOICE SECTION OF THE APUSH exAM?

THE SKILLS TESTED INCLUDE HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION, ANALYSIS OF PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES, AND THE ABILITY
TO MAKE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN HISTORICAL EVENTS.



ARE THERE ANY PENALTIES FOR INCORRECT ANSWERS ON THE APUSH EXAM MULTIPLE
CHOICE QUESTIONS?

NO, THERE ARE NO PENALTIES FOR INCORRECT ANSWERS; STUDENTS SHOULD ANSWER EVERY QUESTION AS THERE IS NO
DEDUCTION FOR WRONG ANSWERS.

\WHAT IS THE RECOMMENDED STRATEGY FOR APPROACHING MULTIPLE CHOICE
QUESTIONS ON THE APUSH ExAM?

A RECOMMENDED STRATEGY IS TO READ EACH QUESTION CAREFULLY, ELIMINATE OBVIOUSLY INCORRECT ANSWERS, AND MAKE
EDUCATED GUESSES IF UNSURE.

How DOES THE MULTIPLE CHOICE SECTION OF THE APUSH EXAM CONTRIBUTE TO THE
OVERALL SCORE?

THE MULTIPLE CHOICE SECTION ACCOUNTS FOR 409% OF THE TOTAL EXAM SCORE, WITH THE REMAINING 60% COMING FROM
THE FREE RESPONSE SECTION.
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