APUSH PERIOD 1 AND 2 STUDY GUIDE

APUSH PERIOD 1 AND 2 STUDY GUIDE PROVIDES AN ESSENTIAL OVERVIEW FOR STUDENTS PREPARING FOR THE ADVANCED
PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HisTory (APUSH) ExAM. THESE INITIAL PERIODS COVER THE FORMATIVE YEARS OF AMERICAN
HISTORY, FROM PRE-COLUMBIAN SOCIETIES THROUGH EARLY COLONIAL DEVELOPMENTS UP TO THE MID- 18TH CENTURY.
UNDERSTANDING THE KEY EVENTS, CULTURAL INTERACTIONS, AND POLITICAL CHANGES DURING THESE PERIODS IS CRUCIAL FOR
MASTERING EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY. THIS STUDY GUIDE EXPLORES MAJOR THEMES SUCH AS NATIVE AMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS,
EUROPEAN EXPLORATION, COLONIZATION PATTERNS, AND THE EVOLUTION OF COLONIAL SOCIETIES. |T ALSO DELVES INTO THE
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL STRUCTURES THAT SHAPED THE FOUNDATION OF WHAT WOULD BECOME THE UNITED
STATES. THIS COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH ENSURES STUDENTS GRASP THE COMPLEXITIES AND NUANCES OF EARLY AMERICAN
HISTORY, PREPARING THEM FOR EXAM SUCCESS.

Periob 1: Pre-CoLuMBIAN SOCIETIES AND EUROPEAN ExpLORATION (149 1-1607)

Periob 2: CoLoNIAL DEVELOPMENT AND EARLY AMERICAN SocieTy (1607-1754)

Key THEMES AND CONCEPTS ACROSS PerioDS 1 AND 2

IMPORTANT FIGURES AND EVENTS

STupy Tips For APUSH Periobs 1 AND 2

PerioD 1: PrRe-CoOLUMBIAN SOCIETIES AND EUROPEAN EXPLORATION
(1491-1607)

PERIOD 1 COVERS THE ERA BEFORE EUROPEAN CONTACT AND THE EARLY STAGES OF EXPLORATION. THIS TIMEFRAME HIGHLIGHTS
THE DIVERSITY AND COMPLEXITY OF NATIVE AMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS AS WELL AS THE MOTIVATIONS AND IMPACTS OF
EUROPEAN EXPLORATION AND INITIAL COLONIZATION EFFORTS. UNDERSTANDING THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES AND EUROPEANS IS VITAL FOR ANALYZING THE ORIGINS OF AMERICAN HISTORY.

NATIVE AMERICAN SOCIETIES BEFORE EUROPEAN CONTACT

BeFORE EUROPEANS ARRIVED, NATIVE AMERICAN SOCIETIES WERE VARIED AND SOPHISTICATED WITH DISTINCT CULTURES,
ECONOMIES, AND POLITICAL SYSTEMS. MANY GROUPS ADAPTED TO THEIR ENVIRONMENTS, DEVELOPING AGRICULTURAL
TECHNIQUES SUCH AS THE “THREE SISTERS” FARMING METHOD—CULTIVATING MAIZE, BEANS, AND SQUASH. SOCIETIES RANGED
FROM THE NOMADIC TRIBES OF THE GREAT PLAINS TO THE COMPLEX URBAN CENTERS OF THE AZTEC AND INCA EMPIRES IN
CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA. IN NORTH AMEEICA, NOTABLE GROUPS INCLUDED THE IRoQuUOIS CONFEDERACY AND THE
MISSISSIPPIAN CULTURE, KNOWN FOR MOUND-BUILDING.

EUROPEAN EXPLORATION AND MOTIVATIONS

EUROPEAN EXPLORATION WAS DRIVEN BY ECONOMIC, RELIGIOUS, AND POLITICAL MOTIVES. THE SEARCH FOR NEW TRADE

ROUTES, ACCESS TO VALUABLE RESOURCES LIKE GOLD AND SPICES, AND THE DESIRE TO SPREAD CHRISTIANITY FUELED
EXPEDITIONS BY SPAIN, PORTUGAL, FRANCE, AND ENGLAND. TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS SUCH AS THE COMPASS AND
CARAVEL SHIPS ENABLED THESE VOYAGES. KEY EXPLORERS LIKE CHRISTOPHER CoLuMBUS, HERNE] N CorT[P] s, AND JoHN CABOT
PLAYED PIVOTAL ROLES IN OPENING THE AMERICAS TO EUROPEAN INFLUENCE.



CONSEQUENCES oF EARLY CONTACT

THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEANS HAD PROFOUND CONSEQUENCES FOR NATIVE AMERICANS AND THE WORLD. THE COLUMBIAN
EXCHANGE FACILITATED THE TRANSFER OF PLANTS, ANIMALS, AND DISEASES BETWEEN THE OLD AND NEw \X/ORLDS,
DRASTICALLY ALTERING SOCIETIES ON BOTH SIDES. NATIVE POPULATIONS SUFFERED DEVASTATING LOSSES DUE TO EPIDEMICS
SUCH AS SMALLPOX. EUROPEAN COLONIZATION EFFORTS INTRODUCED NEW SOCIAL HIERARCHIES AND BEGAN THE PROCESS OF
CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND CONFLICT THAT WOULD DEFINE THE COLONIAL ERA.

PerioD 2: CoLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND EARLY AMERICAN SOCIETY
(1607-1754)

PERIOD 2 FOCUSES ON THE ESTABLISHMENT AND GROWTH OF EUROPEAN COLONIES IN NORTH AMERICA, EXAMINING THE
DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES. THIS PERIOD SETS THE STAGE FOR THE LATER
REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS BY HIGHLIGHTING COLONIAL DIVERSITY, REGIONAL DIFFERENCES, AND EVOLVING RELATIONSHIPS
WITH NATIVE AMERICANS AND EUROPEAN POWERS.

EnGLISH CoLONIZATION AND REGIONAL DIFFERENCES

ENGLISH COLONIZATION IN NORTH AMERICA TOOK VARIOUS FORMS, LEADING TO DISTINCT REGIONAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE
NEwW ENGLAND COLONIES, FOUNDED LARGELY FOR RELIGIOUS REASONS, DEVELOPED TIGHT-KNIT COMMUNITIES WITH TOWN
MEETINGS AND A FOCUS ON EDUCATION. THE MIDDLE COLONIES WERE MORE DIVERSE ETHNICALLY AND ECONOMICALLY, WITH A
MIX OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE, AND RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE. THE SoUTHERN COLONIES RELIED HEAVILY ON PLANTATION
AGRICULTURE, ESPECIALLY TOBACCO, AND DEVELOPED A SOCIAL HIERARCHY BASED ON LANDOWNERSHIP AND SLAVERY.

CoLoNIAL EconoMy AND LABOR SYSTEMS

THE COLONIAL ECONOMY WAS SHAPED BY GEOGRAPHY AND LABOR AVAILABILITY. INDENTURED SERVITUDE WAS INITIALLY
COMMON, BUT OVER TIME, AFRICAN SLAVERY BECAME ENTRENCHED, ESPECIALLY IN THE SOUTH. THE MERCANTILIST SYSTEM
DIRECTED COLONIAL TRADE TO BENEFIT THE MOTHER COUNTRY, ENGLAND. NAVIGATION ACTS AND OTHER REGULATIONS SOUGHT
TO CONTROL COMMERCE, LEADING TO GROWING COLONIAL DISSATISFACTION. ADDITIONALLY/ TRADE NET\WORKS EXTENDED
BETWEEN COLONIES, EUROPE/ AFRICA/ AND THE CARIBBEAN, FORMING THE TRIANGULAR TRADE SYSTEM.

ReLATIONS WITH NATIVE AMERICANS

COLONIAL EXPANSION LED TO VARYING INTERACTIONS WITH NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES. SOME COLONIES ENGAGED IN TRADE AND
ALLIANCES, WHILE OTHERS EXPERIENCED VIOLENT CONFLICTS SUCH AS THE PEQUOT W AR AND KING PHILIP’S W/ AR. NATIVE
GROUPS ADAPTED TO EUROPEAN ENCROACHMENT IN DIFFERENT WAYS, INCLUDING RESISTANCE, ACCOMMODATION, AND
MIGRATION. THESE ENCOUNTERS INFLUENCED COLONIAL POLICIES AND SHAPED THE SOCIAL LANDSCAPE OF EARLY AMERICA.

Key THeMES AND CoONCEPTS ACROSS PeErIoODS 1 AND 2

UNDERSTANDING APUSH PEerIODS 1 AND 2 REQUIRES FOCUSING ON SEVERAL OVERARCHING THEMES THAT CONNECT EARLY
AMERICAN HISTORY. THESE THEMES PROVIDE A FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYZING EVENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS THROUGHOUT THE
COLONIAL ERA.

CoNTINUITY AND CHANGE IN NATIVE SOCIETIES

W/ HILE NATIVE AMERICAN SOCIETIES UNDERWENT SIGNIFICANT DISRUPTIONS, MANY MAINTAINED CULTURAL TRADITIONS AND
ADAPTED TO NEW CIRCUMSTANCES. STUDY THE WAYS INDIGENOUS GROUPS PRESERVED AUTONOMY AND IDENTITY DESPITE



EUROPEAN COLONIZATION.

DeveLoPMENT oF COLONIAL |IDENTITIES

COLONISTS DEVELOPED DISTINCT IDENTITIES SHAPED BY REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTS, ECONOMIC PURSUITS, AND SOCIAL
STRUCTURES. THESE IDENTITIES LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE POLITICAL AND CULTURAL MOVEMENTS.

IMPERIAL RIVALRIES AND COLONIAL COMPETITION

EUROPEAN POWERS COMPETED FIERCELY FOR CONTROL OF NORTH AMERICA, INFLUENCING SETTLEMENT PATTERNS AND
ALLIANCES. THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN SPAIN, FRANCE, AND ENGLAND AFFECTED COLONIAL POLICIES AND NATIVE AMERICAN
DIPLOMACY.

EcoNoMIC SYSTEMS AND LABOR

THE EMERGENCE OF PLANTATION ECONOMIES AND RELIANCE ON DIFFERENT LABOR SYSTEMS, INCLUDING SLAVERY, INDENTURED
SERVITUDE, AND WAGE LABOR, WERE CENTRAL TO COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL HIERARCHIES.

IMPORTANT FIGURES AND EVENTS

SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS AND LANDMARK EVENTS ARE CRITICAL FOR UNDERSTANDING APUSH PerIOD 1 AND 2. FAMILIARITY WITH
THESE WILL AID IN CONTEXTUALIZING BROADER HISTORICAL TRENDS.

o CHrIsTOPHER COLUMBUS — INITIATED EUROPEAN EXPLORATION OF THE AMERICAS IN 1492,
® JOHN SMITH — LEADER OF JAMESTOWN, THE FIRST PERMANENT ENGLISH SETTLEMENT (1607).

PowHATAN CONFEDERACY — INFLUENTIAL NATIVE AMERICAN GROUP DURING EARLY ENGLISH COLONIZATION.

MAYFLOWER COMPACT — EARLY FORM OF SELF-GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY PiLGriMS (1620).

ANNE HUTCHINSON — RELIGIOUS DISSENTER WHO CHALLENGED PURITAN ORTHODOXY IN MASSACHUSETTS.

° KING PHILIP’S \X/AR — DEVASTATING CONFLICT BETWEEN NEW ENGLAND COLONISTS AND NATIVE AMERICANS
(1675-1676).

NAVIGATION ACTS — BRITISH LAWS REGULATING COLONIAL TRADE TO BENEFIT THE MOTHER COUNTRY.

Stupy Tips For APUSH Periobs 1 AND 2

SUCCESS IN MASTERING APUSH PEerIODS 1 AND 2 REQUIRES STRATEGIC STUDY TECHNIQUES AND FOCUSED REVIEW. THESE TIPS
HELP OPTIMIZE PREPARATION FOR EXAMS AND ESSAYS.

o TIMELINE MASTERY: CREATE TIMELINES TO TRACK MAJOR EVENTS, EXPLORATION DATES, AND COLONIAL DEVELOPMENTS.

e CoMPARE AND CONTRAST: ANALYZE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN NATIVE SOCIETIES AND EUROPEAN COLONIES, AND AMONG
COLONIAL REGIONS.



o Ust PRIMARY SOURCES: FAMILIARIZE WITH DOCUMENTS LIKE THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT AND EARLY COLONIAL
CHARTERS FOR CONTEXT AND ANALYSIS.

o PRACTICE WRITING: DEVELOP ESSAY SKILLS FOCUSING ON CAUSE AND EFFECT, CONTINUITY AND CHANGE, AND
COMPARISON PROMPTS.

* Review THEMATIC CONCEPTS: REINFORCE UNDERSTANDING OF THEMES SUCH AS IMPERIALISM, LABOR SYSTEMS, AND
CULTURAL INTERACTIONS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN TOPICS COVERED IN APUSH Periob 1 AND 2°

APUSH Periob 1 coVers THE PRE-COLUMBIAN SOCIETIES AND EARLY EUROPEAN EXPLORATION AND COLONIZATION FROM
1491 1o 1607, WHILE PERIOD 2 COVERS THE DEVELOPMENT OF ENGLISH COLONIES AND INTERACTIONS WITH NATIVE
AMERICANS FROM 1607 To 1754.

WHAT KEY NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURES SHOULD | FOCUS ON FOR PEerIOD 17

Y OU SHOULD FOCUS ON THE MAJOR NATIVE AMERICAN GROUPS SUCH AS THE MISSISSIPPIAN CULTURE, THE ANCESTRAL
PUEBLOANS, AND THE IROQUOIS CONFEDERACY, NOTING THEIR SOCIAL STRUCTURES, ECONOMIES, AND INTERACTIONS BEFORE
EUROPEAN CONTACT.

How pID EUROPEAN EXPLORATION IMPACT NATIVE AMERICAN SOCIETIES IN PerioD 1?2

EUROPEAN EXPLORATION INTRODUCED NEW DISEASES, LED TO SIGNIFICANT POPULATION DECLINE AMONG NATIVE AMERICANS,
DISRUPTED TRADITIONAL SOCIETIES, AND BEGAN THE PROCESS OF COLONIZATION AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE.

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN REASONS FOR ENGLISH COLONIZATION IN PERIOD 27

THE ENGLISH COLONIZED FOR ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, EXPANSION OF EMPIRE, AND SOCIAL MOBILITY,
LEADING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIVERSE COLONIES WITH VARYING ECONOMIES AND SOCIETIES.

How pIb THE ECONOMIES OF THE NEW ENGLAND, MIDDLE, AND SOUTHERN COLONIES
DIFFER DURING PEerIOD 2°

NEW ENGLAND COLONIES RELIED ON SMALL-SCALE FARMING, FISHING, AND TRADE; MIDDLE COLONIES HAD MIXED ECONOMIES
INCLUDING FARMING AND COMMERCE; SOUTHERN COLONIES DEPENDED HEAVILY ON PLANTATION AGRICULTURE AND CASH CROPS
LIKE TOBACCO.

\WHAT ROLE DID SLAVERY PLAY IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COLONIES IN PERIOD 2°?

SLAVERY BECAME AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE SOUTHERN COLONIES’ PLANTATION ECONOMY, WITH ENSLAVED AFRICANS
PROVIDING LABOR FOR TOBACCO, RICE, AND INDIGO CULTIVATION, AND ALSO INFLUENCED SOCIAL AND LEGAL STRUCTURES.

How DID RELIGIOUS BELIEFS INFLUENCE COLONIAL SOCIETIES IN PERIOD 2°?

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS SHAPED COLONIAL GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL NORMS, AND CONFLICTS; PURITANS IN NEW ENGLAND SOUGHT TO
CREATE A RELIGIOUSLY MOTIVATED COMMUNITY, WHILE OTHER COLONIES LIKE PENNSYLVANIA PROMOTED RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. “AMERICAN PAGEANT: A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN PeopLE, VVoLume 17

THIS COMPREHENSIVE TEXTBOOK COVERS THE EARLY EXPLORATION AND COLONIZATION OF AMERICA THROUGH THE
REVOLUTIONARY ERA. |T OFFERS DETAILED NARRATIVES ON THE CULTURAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS OF
Periobs T AND 2 IN APUSH. W/ITH VIVID ILLUSTRATIONS AND PRIMARY SOURCE EXCERPTS, IT IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR
UNDERSTANDING EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY.

2. "GIve Me LiserTY! AN AMERICAN HisTORY, VoLume 17

ERIC FONER’S ENGAGING TEXTBOOK PROVIDES A THOROUGH EXPLORATION OF THE EARLY COLONIAL PERIOD AND THE FORMATION
OF AMERICAN IDENTITY. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES THEMES OF FREEDOM AND LIBERTY, CONNECTING THE EXPERIENCES OF DIVERSE
GROUPS IN AMERICA. | T IS IDEAL FOR STUDENTS SEEKING A CLEAR AND ANALYTICAL APPROACH TO PERIODS 1 AND 2.

3. AP U.S. HisTory STUDY GUIDE: Periops 1 § 27

THIS FOCUSED STUDY GUIDE BREAKS DOWN THE KEY CONCEPTS, EVENTS, AND PEOPLE FROM THE FIRST Two APUSH perioDS. IT
INCLUDES CONCISE SUMMARIES, PRACTICE QUESTIONS, AND TIMELINE CHARTS TO HELP STUDENTS MASTER FOUNDATIONAL
CONTENT. THE GUIDE IS PERFECT FOR QUICK REVIEW SESSIONS BEFORE EXAMS.

4. "THe AmericAN COLONIES: FROM SETTLEMENT TO INDEPENDENCE”

AUTHOR ALAN TAYLOR EXPLORES THE COMPLEX INTERACTIONS AMONG NATIVE AMERICANS, EUROPEANS, AND AFRICANS IN THE
COLONIAL ERA. THE BOOK DIVES DEEP INTO SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS THAT SHAPED EARLY AMERICA.
[TS RICH STORYTELLING MAKES IT A GREAT SUPPLEMENTARY READ FOR APUSH STUDENTS.

5. "CruciBLE oF EMPIRE: THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR AND ITS AFTERMATH”

\WHILE FOCUSING ON A LATER PERIOD, THE INTRODUCTORY CHAPTERS PROVIDE IMPORTANT CONTEXT ON EARLY SPANISH
COLONIZATION AND ITS IMPACT ON THE AMERICAS. THIS BOOK HELPS READERS UNDERSTAND SPAIN’S ROLE IN SHAPING EARLY
AMERICAN HISTORY DURING PERIOD 1. |T IS USEFUL FOR CONNECTING THE DOTS BETWEEN EUROPEAN COLONIZATION AND LATER
AMERICAN EXPANSION.

6. "CoLoNIAL AMerICA: A HisTory 1607-1776"

KENNETH LOCKRIDGE OFFERS A CONCISE YET DETAILED OVERVIEW OF THE ENGLISH COLONIES, EMPHASIZING SOCIAL AND
POLITICAL STRUCTURES. THE BOOK COVERS THE DEVELOPMENT OF COLONIAL GOVERNMENTS, ECONOMIES, AND INTERACTIONS
wITH NATIVE PEOPLES. |T IS AN EXCELLENT RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE TRANSITION FROM EARLY SETTLEMENT TO
REVOLUTIONARY TENSIONS.

7. "A PeorLE’s HisTorY oF THE UNITED STATES: 1492-1776"

How ARD ZINN PRESENTS EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF MARGINALIZED GROUPS, INCLUDING INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES, ENSLAVED AFRICANS, AND WOMEN. THIS ALTERNATIVE VIEWPOINT CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL NARRATIVES COVERED IN
APUSH Periobs 1 AND 2. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT THE ORIGINS OF AMERICAN SOCIETY.

8. "AP U.S. HisTory CrAsH COURSE, 6TH EDITION”

THIS CONCISE REVIEW BOOK COVERS ALL APUSH PERIODS WITH FOCUSED CHAPTERS ON PERIODS 1 AND 2. |T INCLUDES
SUMMARIES, KEY TERMS, AND PRACTICE QUESTIONS TAILORED TO THE AP EXAM FORMAT. THE CRASH COURSE IS IDEAL FOR
STUDENTS NEEDING A QUICK YET THOROUGH REFRESHER.

9. “CoLONIAL AND REVOLUTIONARY AMERICA: A DOCUMENTARY HisTorY”

THIS COLLECTION OF PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENTS PROVIDES FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS FROM THE COLONIAL AND REVOLUTIONARY
ERAS. |T INCLUDES LETTERS, SPEECHES, AND OFFICIAL RECORDS THAT ILLUMINATE THE EXPERIENCES OF EARLY AMERICANS. THE
BOOK IS A VALUABLE TOOL FOR STUDENTS AIMING TO ENGAGE DIRECTLY WITH HISTORICAL EVIDENCE FROM PERIODS 1 AND 2.
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