
argument examples in literature
Argument examples in literature are essential for understanding the dynamics of conflict,
persuasion, and character development in various narratives. In literary works, arguments often serve
to illustrate deeper themes, shed light on character motivations, and drive the plot forward. From
classic novels to contemporary plays, authors have employed arguments to not only engage readers
but also to challenge societal norms, explore moral dilemmas, and present multifaceted perspectives.
This article delves into various examples of arguments in literature, examining their significance,
function, and impact on the overall narrative.

Understanding Literary Arguments

Arguments in literature can take many forms, ranging from direct confrontations between characters
to subtle ideological conflicts embedded within the text. These arguments can be categorized based
on their nature and purpose:

1. Character Conflicts

Character conflicts are perhaps the most apparent form of argument in literature. These conflicts
typically arise from differing beliefs, desires, or motivations between characters. Some examples
include:

- Internal Conflicts: A character grappling with their own beliefs or desires, such as Hamlet's indecision
in Shakespeare's "Hamlet."
- Interpersonal Conflicts: Arguments between characters that drive the narrative, like the tumultuous
exchanges between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy in Jane Austen's "Pride and Prejudice."
- Societal Conflicts: Larger societal issues that characters confront, such as the racial tensions
depicted in Harper Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird."

2. Ideological Conflicts

Literary works often explore ideological arguments that reflect broader societal debates. These can
include:

- Moral Dilemmas: Characters facing ethical choices that challenge their values, as seen in Victor
Hugo's "Les Misérables."
- Political Disputes: Works like George Orwell's "1984" explore totalitarianism versus individual
freedom, presenting arguments that resonate with contemporary political discourse.
- Philosophical Questions: Arguments that delve into existentialism, such as those presented in Albert
Camus' "The Stranger."



Classic Examples of Arguments in Literature

Numerous classic literary works are rich with arguments that illustrate the complexities of human
nature and societal structures. Here are some notable examples:

1. Shakespeare’s "Romeo and Juliet"

In this iconic tragedy, the argument between the Montagues and Capulets sets the stage for the
entire narrative. The feud leads to a series of misunderstandings that culminate in the tragic deaths
of the titular characters. The arguments presented between the two families reflect the futility of
hatred and the consequences of societal expectations. Key moments of conflict include:

- Tybalt's Challenge: Tybalt's aggressive stance toward Romeo exemplifies family loyalty and the
destructive nature of pride.
- The Balcony Scene: Romeo and Juliet's secretive and passionate exchanges highlight the conflict
between personal desire and familial loyalty.

2. George Orwell’s "Animal Farm"

This allegorical novella presents a powerful argument about the corrupting influence of power.
Through the rise and fall of the pigs, particularly Napoleon, Orwell critiques totalitarianism and the
betrayal of revolutionary ideals. Key arguments include:

- The Seven Commandments: The gradual alteration of the commandments represents the
manipulation of truth and language in governance.
- Boxer’s Fate: The noble workhorse symbolizes the exploitation of the working class, raising
questions about loyalty and sacrifice.

Modern Examples of Arguments in Literature

Contemporary literature continues to explore important arguments that resonate with current societal
issues. Here are some modern examples:

1. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s "Half of a Yellow Sun"

Set against the backdrop of the Nigerian Civil War, this novel presents a multifaceted argument about
colonialism, identity, and the impact of war. The perspectives of various characters, including Olanna,
Kainene, and Ugwu, highlight the personal and societal conflicts arising from political strife.
Significant arguments include:

- Colonial Legacy: The characters' struggles reflect the lingering effects of colonialism on their
identities and relationships.



- Gender Roles: The novel challenges traditional gender roles, showcasing the strength and resilience
of women during tumultuous times.

2. Margaret Atwood’s "The Handmaid's Tale"

Atwood's dystopian narrative serves as a powerful argument against the subjugation of women and
oppressive regimes. Through the experiences of Offred, the protagonist, Atwood critiques patriarchal
structures and the loss of agency. Key arguments include:

- Religious Extremism: The use of religion to justify the oppression of women raises important
questions about faith and freedom.
- Identity and Autonomy: Offred's struggle to maintain her identity in a repressive society highlights
the importance of personal agency.

The Role of Arguments in Character Development

Arguments in literature are not just about conflict; they are instrumental in character development.
Through arguments, readers gain insight into characters' motivations, strengths, and weaknesses.
Here’s how arguments contribute to character development:

1. Revealing Inner Conflicts

Arguments often expose characters' internal struggles, allowing readers to understand their
complexity. For example:

- Jay Gatsby in "The Great Gatsby": Gatsby's pursuit of Daisy Buchanan reveals his internal conflict
between idealism and reality.
- Holden Caulfield in "The Catcher in the Rye": Holden's arguments with himself and others illustrate
his deep-seated fears and insecurities.

2. Demonstrating Growth and Change

Characters often evolve through their arguments with others. These exchanges can lead to moments
of realization or transformation. Consider:

- Elizabeth Bennet in "Pride and Prejudice": Through her arguments with Darcy, Elizabeth confronts
her prejudices and ultimately experiences personal growth.
- Scout Finch in "To Kill a Mockingbird": Scout's interactions with Atticus and Boo Radley challenge her
understanding of morality and empathy, marking her maturation.



The Impact of Arguments on Themes

Arguments in literature often serve to highlight central themes and messages. They can create
tension, provoke thought, and inspire change. Here are some ways arguments contribute to thematic
development:

1. Social Critique

Many literary arguments function as critiques of social structures or injustices. For instance:

- Racism in "To Kill a Mockingbird": The arguments surrounding Tom Robinson's trial expose the deep-
seated racism in society.
- Class Struggle in "A Tale of Two Cities": Dickens uses arguments between characters to highlight the
disparities between the rich and the poor.

2. Exploration of Human Nature

Arguments can also delve into fundamental questions about human behavior and morality. Examples
include:

- Ambition in "Macbeth": The arguments between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth reveal the destructive
nature of unchecked ambition.
- Love and Sacrifice in "Romeo and Juliet": The central conflict between love and family loyalty invites
readers to consider the complexities of human emotion.

Conclusion

In conclusion, argument examples in literature serve as vital components that enhance
understanding, deepen character development, and illuminate thematic concerns. Through
conflicts—whether internal, interpersonal, or ideological—authors engage readers in critical dialogues
about morality, society, and the human condition. From classic works to modern narratives,
arguments enrich the literary landscape, prompting reflection and discussion that resonate across
generations. By examining these arguments, readers gain not only insight into the characters and
their struggles but also into the broader societal issues that shape our world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of an argument in Shakespeare's
'Hamlet'?
In 'Hamlet', the argument about revenge versus morality is central. Hamlet debates whether to



avenge his father's death, struggling with the moral implications of murder versus the duty of a son.

How does 'The Great Gatsby' illustrate class struggle as an
argument?
In 'The Great Gatsby', the argument surrounding the American Dream is depicted through the
characters of Gatsby and Tom Buchanan, highlighting the conflict between old money and new
money, and the illusion of social mobility.

What argument is presented in 'To Kill a Mockingbird'
regarding justice?
'To Kill a Mockingbird' presents the argument that true justice is often unattainable in a prejudiced
society, exemplified by the trial of Tom Robinson, where racial bias undermines the legal system.

How does George Orwell's '1984' serve as an argument
against totalitarianism?
'1984' uses the oppressive regime of Big Brother as an argument against totalitarianism, illustrating
how such a government can manipulate truth and suppress individuality through constant
surveillance and propaganda.

In 'Pride and Prejudice', what argument is made about social
class and marriage?
'Pride and Prejudice' argues that social class should not dictate marriage choices, as seen through
Elizabeth Bennet's rejection of Mr. Collins and her eventual love for Mr. Darcy, who transcends class
barriers.

What argument about human nature is presented in 'Lord of
the Flies'?
'Lord of the Flies' presents the argument that humans have an inherent tendency toward savagery
and chaos when removed from societal norms, as the boys descend into brutality on the deserted
island.

What argument is central to the conflict in 'Fahrenheit 451'?
In 'Fahrenheit 451', the argument centers on censorship versus the freedom of thought, as the
protagonist Montag grapples with a society that bans books and suppresses critical thinking in favor
of conformity.

How does 'The Handmaid's Tale' discuss the argument of
gender roles?
'The Handmaid's Tale' argues against the extreme subjugation of women, illustrating a dystopian



society where women's rights are stripped away, prompting a critique of patriarchal control and the
fight for autonomy.

What argument about love and sacrifice is presented in 'The
Fault in Our Stars'?
'The Fault in Our Stars' presents the argument that true love often comes with sacrifice, as the
characters Hazel and Gus navigate their relationship amidst the challenges of terminal illness,
highlighting love's depth in the face of adversity.
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