
army language payment list

Army language payment list refers to the system used by the United States Army and other military branches
to compensate service members for their language proficiency. Understanding this payment list is crucial for
soldiers who may have skills in foreign languages that can be beneficial to their roles. The Army recognizes
that language skills can enhance mission effectiveness, improve communication, and foster better relationships
with local populations in various regions of the world. This article will explore the Army language payment
list, the criteria for receiving these payments, and the potential benefits for service members.

What is the Army Language Payment List?

The Army language payment list is a structured program that rewards military personnel for their proficiency
in foreign languages. Known as Foreign Language Proficiency Pay (FLPP), it is designed to incentivize and retain
service members who have language skills that are critical to the Army's operational success.

Types of Language Pay

There are generally two main categories of language pay in the Army:

Basic Pay: This is a standard monthly payment given to service members who demonstrate language
proficiency at designated levels.

Skill Level Adjustments: Additional payments can be made depending on the complexity of the language
and the proficiency level demonstrated by the service member.

Criteria for Eligibility

To qualify for the benefits outlined in the Army language payment list, service members must meet specific
criteria. These criteria ensure that only those with genuine language skills receive the language proficiency pay.

Proficiency Testing

Service members must take and pass a proficiency test that evaluates their reading, writing, and speaking
abilities in the language they claim proficiency in. The tests are usually conducted through the Defense
Language Institute Foreign Language Center (DLIFLC) or other authorized testing centers. The proficiency
levels are categorized as follows:

Level 1: Basic proficiency - can communicate simple ideas.

Level 2: Limited proficiency - can handle basic conversations in familiar situations.

Level 3: Professional proficiency - can engage in conversations on a variety of topics with some fluency.

Level 4: Full professional proficiency - can communicate effectively in all situations.



Level 5: Native or bilingual proficiency - equivalent to a native speaker.

Service Requirements

In addition to passing the proficiency tests, service members must meet certain service requirements, which
include:

- Being a member of the Army or another branch of the armed forces.
- Serving in a position where language skills are deemed essential.
- Maintaining their proficiency through continued use of the language in their military duties.

Payment Amounts

Understanding the payment amounts associated with the Army language payment list is essential for service
members looking to maximize their compensation. The payments vary based on proficiency levels and the language
being assessed.

Foreign Language Proficiency Pay Rates

The payment rates can change based on military regulations and budget allocations, but they generally
follow a structured scale. Here is a simplified breakdown of the potential payments:

Level 1: $100 per month1.

Level 2: $200 per month2.

Level 3: $300 per month3.

Level 4: $400 per month4.

Level 5: $600 or more per month, depending on the language's complexity.5.

It’s important to note that these amounts are subject to change and should be verified with current Army
regulations.

Benefits of Language Proficiency Pay

The Army language payment list not only compensates service members for their language skills but also offers
several additional benefits. Here are some of the most notable advantages:

Career Advancement

Having language proficiency can significantly enhance a service member's career prospects within the military.
Those with language skills may qualify for specialized roles or promotions that require such expertise.



Operational Effectiveness

Language skills enable better communication with local populations, which is vital in various military
operations. This proficiency can lead to more successful missions, particularly in regions where English may not
be the primary language.

Personal Development

Learning a new language is not just about enhancing military skills; it also contributes to personal growth.
Service members often find that language skills improve their cognitive abilities and cultural awareness, leading
to a more enriching life experience.

Conclusion

In summary, the army language payment list serves as an essential tool for recognizing and rewarding the
language skills of service members. As global military operations become increasingly complex, the ability to
communicate in multiple languages will only grow in importance. For soldiers who possess language
proficiency, understanding the criteria, benefits, and potential earnings from the Army language payment list can
lead to enhanced career opportunities and a more fulfilling military experience. Whether you are currently
serving or considering enlistment, taking the time to develop language skills could prove to be a valuable
investment in your military career.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Army language payment list?

The Army language payment list is a document that outlines additional compensation for soldiers who are
proficient in foreign languages that are deemed critical to military operations.

Who is eligible for payments on the Army language payment list?

Soldiers who demonstrate proficiency in designated foreign languages and meet specific testing criteria may be
eligible for additional pay.

How are language proficiency levels assessed in the Army?

Proficiency levels are assessed using the Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPT) or the Oral Proficiency
Interview (OPI), which evaluate reading, writing, and speaking skills.

What are the benefits of being on the Army language payment list?

Benefits include receiving extra monthly pay, enhancing career advancement opportunities, and contributing to
mission success through effective communication.

How often is the Army language payment list updated?

The Army language payment list is typically updated annually or as needed to reflect changes in language
requirements and funding.



What is the maximum payment a soldier can receive for language proficiency?

The maximum payment can vary significantly based on the language and proficiency level, but it can reach up to
$1,000 per month for certain critical languages.

Are there specific languages that are prioritized for payment?

Yes, the Army prioritizes languages that are critical for national security and military operations, such as
Arabic, Chinese, Russian, and Pashto.

Can soldiers receive language pay for multiple languages?

Yes, soldiers may receive pay for multiple languages if they meet proficiency requirements in each language
listed on the payment list.

How do soldiers apply for language pay?

Soldiers can apply for language pay by submitting their test scores and relevant documentation through their
chain of command.

Is the language payment list applicable to all branches of the military?

While the Army has its own language payment list, other branches have similar programs, but the details and
eligibility requirements may differ.
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