
army of alexander the great
The army of Alexander the Great was a formidable force that played a pivotal role in one of
history's most remarkable military campaigns. Under the leadership of Alexander, the army not only
conquered vast territories but also set the stage for the Hellenistic period, influencing cultures far
beyond its borders. This article delves into the structure, composition, strategies, and legacy of
Alexander's army, illustrating how it became one of the most effective military forces in antiquity.

Structure of Alexander's Army

The army of Alexander the Great was organized into several key components that maximized its
effectiveness in battle. Understanding this structure provides insight into the military genius of
Alexander himself.

Phalanx

At the heart of Alexander's army was the phalanx, a tight formation of infantry known as the
Macedonian phalanx. This unit was characterized by:

- Pikes (sarissas): The soldiers, known as hoplites, wielded long pikes called sarissas, which could be
up to 18 feet in length. This gave them a significant reach over traditional spear formations used by
their enemies.
- Tight Formation: Soldiers stood shoulder to shoulder, creating a wall of pikes that was difficult for
enemy forces to penetrate. This allowed for a strong defensive posture while also facilitating
offensive maneuvers.

Cavalry

The cavalry was another crucial element of Alexander's army, providing mobility and the ability to
flank enemy positions. The cavalry units included:

- Companion Cavalry: This elite group of horsemen was personally loyal to Alexander and was often
used in decisive charges during battles.
- Light Cavalry: These units were tasked with reconnaissance, skirmishing, and harassing enemy
forces.

Supporting Units

In addition to the phalanx and cavalry, Alexander's army featured several supporting units:

- Archers: They provided ranged support, softening enemy formations before the infantry closed in.
- Siege Artillery: Alexander's army also employed siege engines, which enabled them to breach



fortified cities, a crucial aspect of their campaign strategy.

Recruitment and Composition

The composition of Alexander's army was diverse, incorporating soldiers from various regions and
cultures. This not only strengthened the army but also facilitated the spread of Hellenistic culture.

Macedonian Soldiers

The backbone of Alexander's army was made up of Macedonian soldiers, who were trained from a
young age in the art of warfare. They were known for their discipline and loyalty to Alexander,
stemming from his close relationship with the Macedonian nobility.

Allied Troops

Alexander also recruited soldiers from the regions he conquered or allied with, including:

- Thracians: Known for their fierce and aggressive fighting style.
- Greeks: Many Greek city-states contributed troops to Alexander's campaigns, either through
alliances or out of shared cultural ties.
- Persians: After the conquest of Persia, many Persian soldiers were integrated into the army, further
diversifying its composition.

Military Strategies and Tactics

One of the key reasons for the success of Alexander's army was its innovative strategies and tactics
that often outmaneuvered and outsmarted their opponents.

Flexibility in Tactics

Alexander was known for his ability to adapt his tactics based on the battlefield conditions and the
strengths of his enemies. Some notable strategies included:

- Flanking Maneuvers: By utilizing the cavalry to encircle enemies, Alexander could disrupt their
formations and create chaos in their ranks.
- Feigned Retreats: Alexander sometimes ordered his troops to pretend to retreat, luring enemies
into a vulnerable position before launching a counterattack.



Use of Terrain

Another significant aspect of Alexander's military genius was his astute use of terrain. He often
selected battle sites that provided strategic advantages, such as high ground for his phalanx or
narrow passes that limited enemy mobility.

Psychological Warfare

Alexander understood the importance of morale and the psychological aspects of warfare. He often
led from the front, inspiring his troops through personal bravery and charisma. This leadership style
engendered loyalty and a willingness to fight against overwhelming odds.

Notable Campaigns

Alexander's army achieved remarkable victories during several key campaigns, showcasing its
effectiveness and the strategic brilliance of its leader.

The Battle of Granicus (334 BC)

This was Alexander's first significant battle against the Persian satraps in Asia Minor. The
Macedonian phalanx and cavalry worked in unison to achieve a decisive victory, opening the path for
Alexander's further conquests in Asia.

The Battle of Issus (333 BC)

Facing Darius III of Persia, Alexander's forces were outnumbered. However, through superior tactics
and the effective use of the terrain, Alexander won a significant victory that solidified his reputation
as a military commander.

The Battle of Gaugamela (331 BC)

Often considered Alexander's greatest victory, this battle showcased his strategic brilliance against
a larger Persian army. By employing a combination of flanking maneuvers and disciplined phalanx
formations, Alexander decisively defeated Darius III, leading to the fall of the Persian Empire.

Legacy of Alexander's Army

The army of Alexander the Great left an indelible mark on military history and the world at large.



Influence on Warfare

Alexander's strategies and tactics influenced military leaders for centuries. His emphasis on
mobility, the use of combined arms, and psychological warfare are studied in military academies
even today.

Cultural Impact

The conquests of Alexander's army facilitated the spread of Hellenistic culture, blending Greek and
Eastern traditions. This cultural diffusion influenced art, philosophy, and science across the known
world, setting the stage for future civilizations.

Historical Significance

The achievements of Alexander's army are often seen as a turning point in world history. The fall of
the Persian Empire and the expansion of Hellenistic culture shaped the course of the Mediterranean
and Near Eastern history for centuries to come.

Conclusion

The army of Alexander the Great was not just a collection of soldiers; it was a well-organized,
diverse, and highly trained fighting force that achieved unparalleled success in battle. Through
innovative tactics, effective leadership, and the integration of various cultures, Alexander's army
became a model of military excellence that continues to captivate historians and military enthusiasts
alike. The legacy of this extraordinary army is a testament to the impact of strategic brilliance and
the will to conquer, leaving an enduring mark on the annals of history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the composition of Alexander the Great's army?
Alexander's army was primarily composed of Macedonian infantry known as the phalanx, along with
various allied troops, cavalry units, and specialized forces like archers and skirmishers.

How did Alexander the Great organize his military forces?
Alexander organized his military into various divisions, including the elite Companion Cavalry, the
phalanx infantry, light infantry, and auxiliary forces, allowing for flexible tactics in battle.



What role did the Companion Cavalry play in Alexander's
campaigns?
The Companion Cavalry, consisting of noble cavalrymen, served as the primary shock force in
battles, often leading charges and pursuing fleeing enemies, significantly contributing to many of
Alexander's victories.

How did Alexander the Great's army achieve its military
successes?
The army's successes were due to a combination of superior tactics, disciplined training, innovative
strategies, and the charismatic leadership of Alexander, who inspired loyalty and bravery among his
troops.

What were some key battles fought by Alexander the Great's
army?
Key battles included the Battle of Granicus, the Battle of Issus, and the Battle of Gaugamela, each
showcasing Alexander's tactical brilliance and the effectiveness of his forces.

How did Alexander's army adapt to different cultures during
his conquests?
Alexander's army often incorporated local troops and adapted their tactics to suit different terrains
and combat styles, promoting a blend of Greek and local military practices.

What impact did Alexander the Great's army have on the
regions it conquered?
Alexander's army facilitated the spread of Hellenistic culture, leading to the establishment of cities,
trade routes, and the blending of Greek and Eastern cultures across the conquered regions.

What challenges did Alexander the Great's army face during
its campaigns?
Challenges included logistical difficulties, resistance from local populations, harsh terrain, and
supply shortages, especially during the prolonged campaigns in Asia.

How did the size and morale of Alexander's army change over
time?
The army initially consisted of around 30,000 troops but grew through conquests and alliances.
However, morale fluctuated, especially as campaigns stretched on and casualties mounted, leading
to eventual mutinies.
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