
around the world in 80 days notes
Around the World in 80 Days is a classic adventure novel written by the
French author Jules Verne, first published in 1873. The story follows Phileas
Fogg, a meticulous English gentleman, who takes on an audacious wager to
circumnavigate the globe in just 80 days. The novel explores themes of
adventure, ingenuity, and the clash of cultures as Fogg, accompanied by his
loyal servant Passepartout, embarks on a journey filled with unexpected
challenges and encounters. This article will provide a comprehensive overview
of the novel, its characters, themes, and its enduring significance in
literature.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with Phileas Fogg, a reserved and punctual man, who
wagers £20,000 with members of the Reform Club in London that he can travel
around the world in 80 days. The wager is set against the backdrop of the
technological advancements of the time, including the expansion of railways
and steamships, which Fogg intends to utilize in his journey.

Key Events in the Plot

1. Departure from London: Fogg departs London on October 2, 1872, taking a
train to Dover, then crossing the English Channel to reach France.
2. Journey through Europe: Fogg travels through various European cities,
including Paris and Brindisi, where he faces challenges such as missing a
train.
3. Crossing the Suez Canal: He arrives in Egypt and continues to India, where
an unexpected incident involving the rescue of a young woman named Aouda
occurs.
4. Traveling through Asia: The journey continues through places like Hong
Kong and Japan, where Fogg encounters cultural differences and navigates
local customs.
5. The North American leg: Fogg travels across the United States, facing
delays and obstacles, including a run-in with the law.
6. Return to England: Fogg's journey culminates with a race against time to
return to London, leading to a surprising revelation about the wager itself.

Main Characters

The novel features a cast of characters who contribute to the richness of the
narrative.

Phileas Fogg



- Description: A wealthy and methodical gentleman, Fogg epitomizes the
Victorian ideal of punctuality and precision.
- Personality Traits: He is calm, reserved, and unwavering in his
determination, showcasing extraordinary resourcefulness throughout his
journey.

Passepartout

- Description: Fogg's French valet, whose name means "goes everywhere." He is
loyal, clever, and resourceful, often helping Fogg navigate challenges.
- Character Development: Passepartout evolves from a simple servant to a
crucial companion, embodying the spirit of adventure.

Aouda

- Description: An Indian princess whom Fogg rescues, Aouda represents the
theme of love and compassion amidst adventure.
- Role in the Story: Her character adds emotional depth, and her relationship
with Fogg highlights themes of loyalty and partnership.

Inspector Fix

- Description: A detective who believes Fogg is a criminal and is determined
to capture him as he travels around the world.
- Conflict: Fix's pursuit adds tension to the narrative, demonstrating the
conflict between law and personal integrity.

Themes and Motifs

Around the World in 80 Days is rich with themes and motifs that reflect the
complexities of the human experience.

Adventure and Exploration

- The Spirit of Adventure: Fogg's journey is a testament to human curiosity
and the desire to explore the unknown.
- Cultural Encounters: The novel showcases various cultures, emphasizing the
diversity of the world and the importance of understanding different
perspectives.

Time and Punctuality

- Symbolism of Time: Fogg’s obsession with time reflects the Victorian era's
emphasis on punctuality and efficiency, a trait that defines his character.
- The Race Against Time: The countdown to complete the journey in 80 days
serves to heighten tension and suspense throughout the narrative.

Ingenuity and Resourcefulness



- Problem-Solving: Fogg’s ability to think on his feet and devise creative
solutions in the face of adversity highlights human ingenuity.
- Technological Progress: The use of modern transportation methods symbolizes
the rapid advancements of the Industrial Revolution.

Friendship and Loyalty

- Bond between Fogg and Passepartout: Their relationship evolves from master-
servant to genuine friendship, illustrating the importance of loyalty.
- Aouda’s Role: Her loyalty to Fogg and the warmth she brings to his life
further emphasizes the theme of companionship.

Literary Significance

Around the World in 80 Days remains a beloved classic, influencing literature
and popular culture in various ways.

Impact on Adventure Literature

- Pioneering Adventure Genre: Verne’s novel set the stage for future
adventure stories, inspiring countless authors and filmmakers.
- Exploration of Science and Technology: The narrative integrates scientific
advancements, reflecting the curiosity of the time and its impact on society.

Adaptations

- Film and Television: The novel has inspired numerous adaptations, including
films, animated series, and stage productions, each interpreting the story in
unique ways.
- Cultural References: Fogg’s journey has become synonymous with the idea of
global travel and exploration, influencing the way adventure stories are
told.

Conclusion

Around the World in 80 Days is more than just an adventure story; it is a
reflection of human ambition, the beauty of exploration, and the significance
of time and relationships. Jules Verne’s timeless narrative invites readers
to embark on a journey that transcends geographical boundaries and cultural
differences. Through the character of Phileas Fogg and his companions, the
novel illustrates that the journey itself is as valuable as the destination,
encouraging readers to embrace the spirit of adventure in their own lives.
Today, Fogg’s remarkable journey continues to resonate with audiences,
inspiring dreams of exploration and the courageous pursuit of the
extraordinary.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Around the World in 80
Days'?
The novel follows Phileas Fogg, an English gentleman who wagers that he can
travel around the world in 80 days. He embarks on this journey with his
French servant, Passepartout, facing various challenges and adventures along
the way.

Who is the author of 'Around the World in 80 Days'
and when was it published?
The book was written by Jules Verne and was first published in 1872.

What are some key themes explored in 'Around the
World in 80 Days'?
Key themes include adventure, the quest for knowledge, the clash of cultures,
and the importance of time and punctuality.

How does Phileas Fogg's character develop throughout
the story?
Phileas Fogg starts as a reserved and meticulous man obsessed with
punctuality, but as he faces unexpected challenges, he becomes more adaptable
and shows deeper emotional connections, particularly towards Aouda, whom he
rescues during his travels.

What role does Passepartout play in 'Around the
World in 80 Days'?
Passepartout is Phileas Fogg's loyal servant who provides assistance and
support throughout the journey. His character adds humor and warmth to the
story, and he often helps navigate the challenges they encounter.

What are some notable locations visited by Phileas
Fogg in the novel?
Fogg travels through several notable locations including Paris, India, Hong
Kong, Japan, and the United States, showcasing a variety of cultures and
landscapes.



What is the significance of the wager in the story?
The wager symbolizes Fogg's obsession with precision and his desire to prove
his capabilities. It also sets the stage for the adventure and the various
trials he must overcome to win the bet and return to London on time.
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