art history classes chicago

Art history classes Chicago are an excellent way for students, enthusiasts, and
professionals to deepen their understanding of art and its evolution throughout various
cultures and time periods. The Windy City, known for its rich art scene and cultural
institutions, offers a diverse array of classes that cater to different interests and skill
levels. This article will explore the various options available for art history classes in
Chicago, the benefits of studying art history, notable institutions, and tips for selecting the
right course.

Understanding Art History

Art history is the study of art and its progression through time, encompassing various
movements, styles, and cultural influences. It examines not only the artwork itself but also
the context in which it was created, including historical, political, and social factors. The
discipline allows students to appreciate and critique art while developing analytical skills
that are applicable in multiple fields.

Importance of Art History Education

Studying art history offers several advantages, such as:

1. Cultural Awareness: Understanding the historical and cultural context of artwork
enhances appreciation for diverse cultures and their contributions to global history.

2. Critical Thinking: Art history encourages critical analysis, interpretation, and the ability
to articulate complex ideas, which are valuable skills in any profession.

3. Visual Literacy: Students learn to interpret visual information and understand how art
communicates ideas and emotions.

4. Career Opportunities: A background in art history can lead to various career paths,
including museum curation, education, art criticism, and gallery management.

Institutions Offering Art History Classes in
Chicago

Chicago boasts a vibrant art community, with numerous institutions that offer art history
classes. Below are some of the most notable ones:

The School of the Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC)

The School of the Art Institute of Chicago is one of the leading art and design schools in
the United States. SAIC offers a variety of undergraduate and graduate courses in art



history, including:

- Introductory Courses: Covering fundamental concepts and major movements in art
history.

- Specialized Seminars: Focusing on specific artists, periods, or themes.

- Independent Study: Opportunities for students to pursue their own research interests.

SAIC emphasizes a hands-on approach, encouraging students to engage with art through
museum visits and exhibitions.

University of Chicago

The University of Chicago provides a comprehensive art history program within its
Department of Art History. Students can take courses that span various eras and styles,
including:

- Ancient and Medieval Art: Exploring the roots of art and its evolution through the ages.
- Modern Art: Investigating the impact of modernism and contemporary practices.

- Non-Western Art: Focusing on the art of Africa, Asia, and the Americas to promote a
global perspective.

The University also offers opportunities for research and internships in collaboration with
local museums.

Columbia College Chicago

Columbia College Chicago offers a Bachelor of Arts in Art History, with a curriculum
designed to develop students' analytical and writing skills. Courses include:

- Art and Society: Examining the interplay between art and social movements.

- Photography and New Media: Understanding contemporary art forms and technologies.
- Curatorial Studies: Preparing students for careers in exhibition planning and museum
work.

The college also encourages practical experience through internships and partnerships
with local galleries and museums.

Community and Continuing Education Programs

For those interested in non-degree options, several community colleges and art centers in
Chicago offer art history classes as part of their continuing education programs.



Chicago Cultural Center

The Chicago Cultural Center frequently hosts lectures, workshops, and classes that delve
into various aspects of art history. These programs often feature local artists and
historians, providing unique insights into the city's artistic heritage.

Community Colleges

Several community colleges in the Chicago area offer art history courses that are
accessible to a broader audience. Courses are often more affordable and can be taken for
credit or personal enrichment. Institutions like:

- Harold Washington College
- Wilbur Wright College

These colleges provide an array of classes that cover different periods and styles of art.

What to Consider When Choosing an Art History
Class

Selecting the right art history class can be a crucial step in your educational journey. Here
are some factors to consider:

Course Content

- Review the syllabus and course descriptions to ensure that the content aligns with your
interests.
- Look for classes that cover specific periods or movements that fascinate you.

Instructor Qualifications

- Research the background and expertise of the instructors. A knowledgeable and
passionate instructor can significantly enhance your learning experience.

Class Format and Size

- Consider whether you prefer a lecture-style class or a more interactive seminar format.
- Smaller class sizes often provide more opportunities for discussion and personal
feedback.



Location and Accessibility

- Choose a location that is convenient for you, whether it is in-person or online.
- Check if the institution offers flexible schedules, especially if you have other
commitments.

Tips for Success in Art History Classes

To make the most of your art history classes, consider the following tips:

1. Engage Actively: Participate in discussions, ask questions, and share your insights to
enrich the learning experience.

2. Visit Museums and Galleries: Practical exposure to art can deepen your understanding
and appreciation of the material covered in class.

3. Read Widely: Explore additional resources, such as books, articles, and documentaries,
to broaden your knowledge.

4. Network with Peers: Build connections with fellow students and professionals in the
field. Networking can lead to collaboration and future opportunities.

5. Pursue Internships: Look for internships at museums or galleries to gain hands-on
experience and make valuable industry connections.

Conclusion

Art history classes in Chicago provide a unique opportunity for individuals to explore the
rich tapestry of art and culture that has shaped our world. With numerous institutions
offering a variety of courses, there is something for everyone, from beginners to advanced
scholars. By engaging deeply with the subject and taking advantage of local resources,
students can cultivate a profound appreciation for art and its impact on society. Whether
you are pursuing a career in the arts or simply seeking to enrich your understanding of
the visual world, Chicago's art history classes are an invaluable resource.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best art history classes available in
Chicago?
Some of the best art history classes in Chicago can be found at institutions like the School

of the Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC), University of Chicago, and DePaul University, each
offering diverse courses ranging from ancient art to contemporary practices.



Are there any online art history classes offered by
Chicago institutions?

Yes, several Chicago institutions, including the School of the Art Institute and the
University of Chicago, offer online art history courses that allow students to engage with
the material from anywhere.

What topics are typically covered in art history classes
in Chicago?
Art history classes in Chicago often cover a wide range of topics, including major art

movements, influential artists, the evolution of styles, cultural contexts, and specific
periods such as the Renaissance or Modernism.

Can I find art history classes for non-degree seekers in
Chicago?
Yes, many institutions, such as the Art Institute of Chicago and community colleges, offer

non-degree or continuing education classes in art history that cater to hobbyists and
lifelong learners.

What is the typical duration of art history classes in
Chicago?
The duration of art history classes in Chicago varies; traditional semester-long courses

usually run for 15 weeks, while workshops or short courses may last a few days to several
weeks.

Are there any art history classes in Chicago focused on
contemporary art?

Yes, many art history classes in Chicago focus specifically on contemporary art, exploring
its themes, key figures, and the socio-political context of recent artistic movements.

How can I enroll in art history classes in Chicago?

To enroll in art history classes in Chicago, you can visit the website of the institution of
your choice, check their course catalog, and follow the enrollment instructions, which
typically include submitting an application and paying tuition.

What resources are available for art history students in
Chicago?
Art history students in Chicago have access to a wealth of resources, including libraries,

museums like the Art Institute of Chicago, galleries, online databases, and workshops that
enhance their learning experience.
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