
asterix and obelix in english
asterix and obelix in english is a phrase that refers to the English adaptation of the beloved
French comic book series originally created by René Goscinny and Albert Uderzo. This iconic series
follows the adventures of two Gaulish warriors, Asterix and Obelix, as they resist Roman occupation in
a small village in ancient Gaul. Over the years, the comics have been translated into numerous
languages, including English, making the stories accessible to a global audience. The English versions
maintain the humor, cultural references, and historical context while adapting the language and puns
to suit English-speaking readers. This article explores the history of Asterix and Obelix in English, the
challenges of translation, notable storylines, and the cultural impact of this enduring franchise. The
following sections provide a detailed overview and analysis of the series’ presence in the English-
speaking world.
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History of Asterix and Obelix in English

Origins of the Series
The Asterix and Obelix series was first created in 1959 by writer René Goscinny and illustrator Albert
Uderzo. The comic debuted in the French magazine Pilote, capturing readers with its unique blend of
historical fiction, satire, and humor. The stories center on a small Gaulish village that defies Roman
conquest thanks to a magic potion brewed by their druid, which grants superhuman strength. The two
main characters, Asterix, the clever warrior, and Obelix, his strong and loyal companion, became
cultural icons in France and beyond.

Introduction to English Audiences
The English translations of Asterix and Obelix began appearing in the early 1960s, gradually
introducing English-speaking readers to the adventures of the indomitable Gauls. The first English
editions were published by various companies over the years, including more recent comprehensive
collections by notable publishers. These translations helped establish the series as a beloved classic
in English-speaking countries, ensuring that the humor and cultural references resonated with a wider
audience.



Translation Challenges and Adaptations

Language and Humor
One of the primary challenges in translating Asterix and Obelix into English is preserving the original
humor, which often relies on wordplay, puns, and cultural references unique to French language and
history. Translators must creatively adapt jokes and idioms to make them accessible and funny to
English readers without losing the essence of the original content. This requires deep understanding
of both languages and cultures.

Character Names and Cultural References
Many characters in Asterix and Obelix have names that are puns or allusions to historical figures or
cultural stereotypes. In English translations, these names are often adapted to reflect similar humor
or recognizable traits. For example, Roman characters’ names might be changed to sound more
Anglo-Saxon while maintaining their original comedic intent. Additionally, cultural references are
sometimes localized or footnoted to ensure comprehension.

Adapting puns and wordplay for English readers

Modifying character names for humor and clarity

Explaining or localizing historical and cultural allusions

Balancing faithfulness to the original with readability

Popular Asterix and Obelix English Editions

Classic English Translations
Several publishers have released English editions of Asterix and Obelix over the decades. Early
translations include those by Anthea Bell and Derek Hockridge, who are widely credited with bringing
the series to life in English with wit and accuracy. Their work is considered definitive by many fans
and collectors. These editions cover the original albums and maintain the tone and style of the French
originals.

Recent and Special Editions
In recent years, new editions have appeared, including digitally remastered collections and special
anniversary releases. These editions often feature improved artwork quality, updated translations,



and additional background information on the series. The availability of Asterix and Obelix in English
bookstores and online platforms has significantly increased, broadening the series’ reach.

Cultural Impact and Legacy in English-Speaking
Countries

Popularity and Fanbase
Asterix and Obelix have garnered a substantial fanbase in English-speaking countries, including the
United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia. The series appeals to readers of all ages
due to its clever storytelling, historical context, and entertaining characters. It has been praised for its
educational value, introducing readers to aspects of Roman and ancient Gaulish history through
engaging narratives.

Influence on Comics and Popular Culture
The influence of Asterix and Obelix extends beyond the comic book world. The series has inspired
other comic artists, animated television shows, and live-action films. Its impact is evident in the way it
has shaped perceptions of European history and humor within English-speaking popular culture. The
characters of Asterix and Obelix are often referenced in various media, highlighting their lasting
relevance.

Related Media and Merchandise in English

Animated and Live-Action Adaptations
The success of Asterix and Obelix in English has led to multiple adaptations, including animated films
and live-action movies dubbed or produced in English. These adaptations aim to capture the spirit of
the comics while making the stories accessible to new audiences through different media formats.

Merchandise and Collectibles
Alongside the comics and films, a wide range of merchandise is available in English-speaking markets.
This includes figurines, apparel, games, and special edition books. Collectors and fans often seek out
these items as a way to celebrate their appreciation for the series. The availability of English-
language merchandise further cements Asterix and Obelix’s place in popular culture.

Comic books and graphic novels1.

Animated DVDs and Blu-rays2.



Live-action movie releases3.

Collectible figurines and toys4.

Apparel and accessories5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are Asterix and Obelix?
Asterix and Obelix are the main characters of a popular French comic book series created by René
Goscinny and Albert Uderzo. They are Gaulish warriors known for their adventures fighting against the
Roman Empire.

What is the setting of Asterix and Obelix?
The series is set in a small fictional village in Gaul (modern-day France) during the Roman Republic
era, around 50 BC.

What is the special power of Asterix and Obelix?
Asterix gains superhuman strength by drinking a magic potion brewed by the druid Getafix, while
Obelix has permanent super strength because he fell into a cauldron of the potion as a child.

Are there English translations of Asterix and Obelix comics?
Yes, the Asterix and Obelix comics have been translated into English and many other languages,
making them accessible to a global audience.

What themes are explored in Asterix and Obelix stories?
The stories often explore themes such as friendship, resistance against oppression, cleverness over
brute force, and satire of historical and modern cultures.

Have Asterix and Obelix been adapted into movies?
Yes, there have been several animated and live-action film adaptations of Asterix and Obelix,
including popular movies like 'Asterix & Obelix: Mission Cleopatra' and 'Asterix & Obelix: The Middle
Kingdom'.

Who are the creators of Asterix and Obelix?
The original creators are writer René Goscinny and illustrator Albert Uderzo.



What role does Obelix play in the Asterix series?
Obelix is Asterix's best friend and companion, known for his great strength, love for wild boar, and
good-natured personality.

Is there a recurring antagonist in Asterix and Obelix?
The primary antagonists are the Romans, especially Julius Caesar and his legions, who try to conquer
the Gaulish village but are repeatedly thwarted by Asterix and Obelix.

Where can I read Asterix and Obelix comics in English?
Asterix and Obelix comics in English can be found in bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and
digital platforms such as ComiXology.

Additional Resources
1. Asterix the Gaul
This is the first book in the Asterix series, introducing readers to the indomitable Gaulish village
resisting Roman occupation. Asterix, the clever warrior, and Obelix, his strong and loyal friend, use a
magic potion to gain superhuman strength. The story sets the tone for their humorous and
adventurous exploits against the Romans.

2. Asterix and the Golden Sickle
In this adventure, Getafix the druid needs a new golden sickle to prepare his magic potion, prompting
Asterix and Obelix to journey to Lutetia. Along the way, they face numerous challenges and cunning
Romans. The book combines witty dialogue with exciting escapades, showcasing the duo's bravery
and wit.

3. Asterix and the Goths
Asterix and Obelix embark on a mission to rescue Getafix, who has been kidnapped by the Goths. The
story humorously depicts the clash between Gauls and the fierce Goths, with plenty of action and
cultural satire. It highlights the friendship and resourcefulness of the main characters.

4. Asterix the Gladiator
In this volume, Obelix is captured and sent to Rome to become a gladiator. Asterix ventures into the
heart of the Roman Empire to rescue his friend. The book features thrilling arena battles and clever
tactics, blending humor with historical references.

5. Asterix and the Banquet
After numerous adventures, Asterix and Obelix travel around Gaul collecting delicacies for a grand
banquet. This book is a celebration of the diverse regions of Gaul and their culinary specialties. It
emphasizes camaraderie and the joy of sharing good food with friends.

6. Asterix and Cleopatra
The duo travels to Egypt to help architect Edifis build a palace for Cleopatra. The story is filled with
Egyptian myths, humor, and the classic struggle against Roman interference. It showcases Asterix
and Obelix’s determination and cleverness in overcoming obstacles.



7. Asterix and the Big Fight
Asterix and Obelix face a challenge when their village chief is defeated, and they must find a way to
restore his honor. The narrative explores themes of pride, leadership, and friendship, with plenty of
humorous moments. The book is a testament to the strength of community and loyalty.

8. Asterix in Britain
Asterix and Obelix travel to Britain to help their distant relatives resist Roman invasion. The story
humorously contrasts British customs with Gaulish ways, filled with witty cultural references. It’s a fun
and adventurous tale of unity and resistance.

9. Asterix and the Normans
The Normans, fierce warriors who don’t understand fear, come to Gaul to learn what it is. Asterix and
Obelix are tasked with teaching them, leading to hilarious situations and battles. The book explores
themes of courage and the power of laughter.
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