
atlantic city vacation guide
atlantic city vacation guide offers a comprehensive overview of one of the
East Coast’s most vibrant and iconic destinations. Known for its historic
boardwalk, bustling casinos, beautiful beaches, and diverse entertainment
options, Atlantic City provides a dynamic blend of relaxation and excitement
for visitors. This guide will explore essential travel tips, top attractions,
accommodation choices, dining experiences, and nightlife activities to help
plan a memorable trip. Whether seeking family-friendly fun or a lively casino
getaway, understanding the city’s offerings is crucial. The following
sections provide detailed insights into each aspect of an Atlantic City
vacation, ensuring travelers can make informed decisions. Explore the rich
culture, entertainment, and natural beauty that make Atlantic City a top
vacation spot.

Getting to and Around Atlantic City

Top Attractions and Entertainment

Where to Stay in Atlantic City

Dining and Culinary Experiences

Nightlife and Casinos

Shopping and Leisure Activities

Getting to and Around Atlantic City
Understanding transportation options is essential for a smooth Atlantic City
vacation. The city is accessible by car, bus, train, and air, making it
convenient for travelers from various locations. Once in Atlantic City,
visitors can rely on public transit, taxis, rideshares, and walking to
explore the area efficiently.

Transportation Options
Atlantic City is located in southern New Jersey along the Atlantic coast,
approximately 60 miles southeast of Philadelphia. The main transportation
methods include:

By Car: Accessible via the Atlantic City Expressway, driving offers
flexibility for exploring surrounding areas and the city itself.



By Train: NJ Transit provides rail service connecting Atlantic City to
Philadelphia and New York City, ideal for those preferring public
transit.

By Bus: Numerous regional bus lines serve Atlantic City, including
Greyhound and NJ Transit buses from major cities.

By Air: The nearest major airport is Philadelphia International Airport,
about an hour’s drive away, while Atlantic City International Airport
offers limited commercial flights.

Getting Around the City
Once in Atlantic City, visitors can navigate using several transit options.
The city’s compact layout and pedestrian-friendly boardwalk encourage
walking. Additionally, taxis and rideshare services like Uber and Lyft are
widely available. Atlantic City also operates a bus system that connects key
areas and attractions, providing affordable and convenient transportation for
tourists.

Top Attractions and Entertainment
Atlantic City is renowned for its diverse range of attractions that appeal to
various interests. From the historic boardwalk to cultural museums and
family-friendly venues, the city offers something for everyone.

Atlantic City Boardwalk
The Atlantic City Boardwalk is one of the most famous landmarks, stretching
over 5 miles along the beachfront. It features shops, eateries, amusement
rides, and scenic ocean views. Visitors can enjoy leisurely strolls, bike
rentals, and frequent events hosted along the boardwalk throughout the year.

Beaches and Outdoor Activities
Atlantic City’s beaches provide excellent opportunities for swimming,
sunbathing, and water sports. The well-maintained sandy shores are perfect
for families and solo travelers alike. Outdoor enthusiasts can also explore
nearby parks and nature reserves for hiking, bird watching, and fishing.

Family-Friendly Attractions
For families, Atlantic City offers attractions such as the Atlantic City



Aquarium, Steel Pier amusement park, and mini-golf courses. These venues
provide engaging entertainment for children and adults, ensuring a fun
experience beyond the casinos.

Cultural and Historical Sites
History buffs can visit the Absecon Lighthouse, New Jersey’s tallest
lighthouse, and learn about the city’s maritime heritage. Museums like the
Atlantic City Historical Museum offer insights into the city’s development
and cultural significance.

Where to Stay in Atlantic City
Accommodation options in Atlantic City range from luxury resorts to budget-
friendly hotels, catering to various preferences and budgets. Selecting the
right place to stay can enhance the overall vacation experience.

Luxury Resorts and Casinos
Atlantic City is famous for its casino resorts, which combine gaming,
entertainment, dining, and spa services. Popular luxury properties include
Borgata Hotel Casino & Spa, Caesars Atlantic City, and Hard Rock Hotel &
Casino. These resorts offer lavish rooms, pools, and exclusive amenities.

Mid-Range Hotels
For travelers seeking comfort without excessive cost, several mid-range
hotels provide quality accommodations close to the boardwalk and beaches.
These hotels often feature complimentary breakfast, fitness centers, and
convenient access to attractions.

Budget Accommodations
Budget-conscious visitors can find affordable motels, inns, and guesthouses
throughout Atlantic City. Many are located slightly inland but still within
easy reach of major points of interest via public transportation or short
drives.

Dining and Culinary Experiences
Atlantic City boasts a vibrant culinary scene that reflects its diverse
population and coastal location. Visitors can enjoy a wide variety of dining
options, from casual beachside eateries to upscale restaurants specializing



in seafood and international cuisine.

Seafood and Local Specialties
Given its oceanfront setting, Atlantic City offers fresh seafood prominently
on menus. Dishes such as crab cakes, clams, and freshly caught fish are
popular among locals and tourists. Many restaurants also serve traditional
Jersey Shore fare, including saltwater taffy and boardwalk snacks.

Casual Dining Options
For quick bites and informal meals, the city features numerous diners, cafes,
and fast-casual restaurants. These venues provide convenient options for
families and visitors looking to refuel between sightseeing and entertainment
activities.

Fine Dining and Nighttime Cuisine
Atlantic City’s upscale restaurants offer gourmet dishes accompanied by
sophisticated atmospheres. Many fine dining establishments are located within
casino resorts, providing an elegant setting for special occasions or
romantic dinners.

Nightlife and Casinos
Atlantic City is synonymous with nightlife and gaming. The city’s casino
industry attracts millions of visitors annually, offering a blend of
gambling, live entertainment, and vibrant bar scenes.

Casinos and Gaming
Major casinos such as Borgata, Caesars, and Tropicana provide a wide range of
gaming options, including slot machines, table games, poker rooms, and sports
betting. These venues also host tournaments and special events throughout the
year.

Live Entertainment and Shows
In addition to gaming, Atlantic City offers diverse entertainment options
such as concerts, comedy shows, and theatrical performances. Many casinos
feature headline performers and residencies, making nightlife an essential
part of the vacation experience.



Bars and Nightclubs
The city’s nightlife extends beyond casinos, with numerous bars, lounges, and
nightclubs catering to different tastes. Whether seeking a relaxed cocktail
lounge or a high-energy dance club, Atlantic City’s nightlife scene has
something to offer every visitor.

Shopping and Leisure Activities
Atlantic City provides a variety of shopping experiences, from outlet malls
to boutique shops. Leisure activities also include spas, golf courses, and
recreational facilities to complement the vacation.

Shopping Destinations
Visitors can explore The Playground at Caesars for luxury brands or the
Tanger Outlets for discounted designer goods. The boardwalk also hosts
numerous souvenir shops and specialty stores selling local crafts and
apparel.

Spas and Wellness
Many resorts and standalone facilities offer spa services, including
massages, facials, and wellness treatments. These options provide relaxation
and rejuvenation after a day of sightseeing or gaming.

Outdoor and Recreational Activities
Beyond beach activities, Atlantic City features golf courses, fishing
charters, and biking trails. These leisure opportunities allow visitors to
enjoy the region’s natural beauty and remain active during their stay.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top attractions to visit in Atlantic
City?
Top attractions in Atlantic City include the Atlantic City Boardwalk, Steel
Pier amusement park, Absecon Lighthouse, Atlantic City Aquarium, and the
various casinos such as Borgata, Caesars, and Hard Rock.



When is the best time to visit Atlantic City for a
vacation?
The best time to visit Atlantic City is during late spring through early fall
(May to September) when the weather is warm and outdoor activities on the
beach and boardwalk are most enjoyable.

What are some family-friendly activities in Atlantic
City?
Family-friendly activities in Atlantic City include visiting the Atlantic
City Aquarium, exploring the Steel Pier amusement park, enjoying mini-golf,
and spending time on the beach and boardwalk.

Are there affordable accommodation options in
Atlantic City?
Yes, Atlantic City offers a range of accommodations from budget motels and
hotels to mid-range options. Booking in advance and visiting during the off-
season can help secure better deals.

What is the Atlantic City Boardwalk and why is it
popular?
The Atlantic City Boardwalk is a historic wooden walkway along the beach
featuring shops, restaurants, casinos, and entertainment venues. It's popular
for its scenic views, shopping, dining, and vibrant nightlife.

How can I get around Atlantic City during my
vacation?
Atlantic City has a convenient public transportation system including buses
and jitneys. Many attractions are walkable, especially along the boardwalk,
and taxis or rideshare services are also readily available.

What are some popular dining options in Atlantic
City?
Popular dining options include seafood restaurants like Dock’s Oyster House,
upscale casino restaurants, casual boardwalk eateries, and diverse
international cuisine options throughout the city.

Additional Resources
1. Atlantic City Uncovered: The Ultimate Vacation Guide
This comprehensive guide provides travelers with insider tips on the best



hotels, casinos, dining, and entertainment in Atlantic City. From historic
boardwalk attractions to modern luxury resorts, readers will find detailed
recommendations to plan the perfect vacation. The book also includes budget-
friendly options and family-friendly activities to suit all types of
visitors.

2. Exploring Atlantic City: A Traveler’s Handbook
Designed for first-time visitors, this handbook offers a thorough overview of
Atlantic City’s top sights and hidden gems. It covers everything from the
iconic boardwalk and sandy beaches to local festivals and nightlife hotspots.
The guide emphasizes practical advice, including transportation options and
seasonal highlights.

3. Atlantic City Eats: Culinary Adventures on the Shore
Food lovers will enjoy this guide focused on Atlantic City’s vibrant dining
scene. Featuring reviews of seafood shacks, upscale restaurants, and unique
boardwalk snacks, the book showcases the city’s diverse culinary offerings.
It also includes tips on where to find the freshest catch and the best places
for a romantic dinner.

4. Family Fun in Atlantic City: A Vacation Guide for All Ages
This book is tailored for families planning a trip to Atlantic City,
highlighting kid-friendly attractions and activities. Readers will discover
amusement parks, interactive museums, and safe beach areas perfect for
children. The guide also suggests family-friendly dining options and
accommodations that cater to young travelers.

5. Atlantic City Nightlife: Your Guide to After-Dark Entertainment
For those interested in Atlantic City’s vibrant nightlife, this guide covers
top casinos, clubs, bars, and live music venues. It provides a detailed look
at where to experience the best DJ sets, cocktail lounges, and late-night
dining. Safety tips and dress codes are also included to ensure a fun and
hassle-free night out.

6. Historic Atlantic City: A Walking Tour Guide
Step back in time with this guide that explores Atlantic City’s rich history
through self-guided walking tours. Readers will learn about famous landmarks,
historic hotels, and the city’s evolution as a seaside resort. The book is
filled with photos and maps to enhance the experience for history buffs and
casual tourists alike.

7. Budget Traveler’s Guide to Atlantic City
Perfect for those looking to enjoy Atlantic City without breaking the bank,
this guide offers tips on affordable accommodations, free attractions, and
wallet-friendly dining. It includes strategies for saving money on
entertainment and transportation while still experiencing the city’s
highlights. The book is ideal for students, solo travelers, and families on a
budget.

8. Romantic Getaways in Atlantic City
This guide focuses on creating memorable romantic experiences in Atlantic



City. It suggests cozy hotels, couples’ spa treatments, intimate dining
spots, and scenic places for sunset strolls along the beach. The book also
includes ideas for special occasions like anniversaries and proposals.

9. Atlantic City Festivals and Events Guide
Stay up-to-date with Atlantic City’s lively calendar of festivals and events
through this detailed guide. From music festivals and food fairs to cultural
celebrations and holiday happenings, readers will find information on dates,
locations, and highlights. It’s a valuable resource for visitors wanting to
time their trip to coincide with exciting local events.
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