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Attributes of God A.W. Tozer are a profound aspect of Christian theology that
delve into the nature and character of God as articulated by one of the most
influential theologians of the 20th century. A.W. Tozer, a pastor and author,
emphasized the importance of knowing God and understanding His attributes to
deepen the faith of believers. In his writings, Tozer outlines various
attributes that define God's essence and how these attributes affect our
relationship with Him. This article explores the key attributes of God
according to A.W. Tozer, drawing insights from his significant works.

The Nature of God According to A.W. Tozer

A.W. Tozer believed that the knowledge of God is essential for spiritual
growth. He argues that our perception of God shapes our worship, prayer, and
overall Christian life. Tozer emphasizes that true knowledge of God comes not
from mere intellectual understanding but from a personal relationship with
Him. In his book "The Knowledge of the Holy," Tozer outlines several
attributes that characterize God, forming the basis of a robust theological
framework.

1. The Incomprehensibility of God

Tozer asserts that God is ultimately incomprehensible. This means that while
we can know God to a certain extent, His fullness is beyond human
understanding. He emphasizes that God is infinite, and our finite minds
cannot fully grasp His nature.

- Key Points:
- God transcends human comprehension.
- Our understanding of God is limited by our finite nature.
- This incomprehensibility invites humility in our approach to God.

2. The Simplicity of God

Another significant attribute Tozer discusses is the simplicity of God. This
concept signifies that God is not composed of parts or attributes that can be
separated. Instead, all His attributes are unified and coexist perfectly.

- Key Points:
- God’s attributes are not fragmented; they are a harmonious whole.
- His love, justice, mercy, and holiness are intertwined.
- Understanding this simplicity helps believers appreciate the fullness of
God.



3. The Sovereignty of God

According to Tozer, God's sovereignty is one of His most comforting
attributes. It means that God is in control of all things and nothing happens
outside His divine plan. This sovereignty assures believers of God’s ultimate
authority and governance in the world.

- Key Points:
- God’s authority encompasses all creation.
- His plans cannot be thwarted by human actions.
- Trusting in God’s sovereignty brings peace amidst chaos.

4. The Holiness of God

Tozer places significant emphasis on the holiness of God, describing it as
the attribute that encompasses all His other characteristics. God's holiness
reflects His purity and moral perfection. This central attribute calls
believers to live in a manner that honors God’s nature.

- Key Points:
- Holiness is fundamental to God’s character.
- It highlights God’s separation from sin and imperfection.
- Believers are called to pursue holiness in their lives.

5. The Love of God

Tozer also speaks passionately about the love of God, which is a core aspect
of His nature. He emphasizes that God’s love is unconditional and
sacrificial, exemplified through Christ’s work on the cross.

- Key Points:
- God's love is not dependent on human actions.
- It is demonstrated through grace and mercy.
- Understanding God’s love transforms how we relate to Him and others.

The Impact of God’s Attributes on Believers

Understanding the attributes of God as described by A.W. Tozer has
significant implications for the lives of believers. These attributes shape
our worship, influence our prayer life, and guide our moral decisions.



1. Worship

Tozer believed that a proper understanding of God’s attributes leads to
authentic worship. When believers recognize God's holiness, love, and
sovereignty, their worship becomes a response of reverence and adoration.

- Key Points:
- Understanding God’s greatness inspires awe in worship.
- True worship is rooted in recognizing God’s attributes.
- Worship fosters a deeper relationship with God.

2. Prayer

The attributes of God profoundly influence our prayer life. When we
understand God’s sovereignty and love, we can approach Him with confidence
and trust, knowing that He hears us and cares for our needs.

- Key Points:
- Confidence in God’s sovereignty empowers our prayers.
- Understanding God’s love encourages openness in communication.
- Prayer becomes a vital part of our relationship with God.

3. Moral Decision-Making

The attributes of God also serve as a moral compass for believers. By
understanding God’s holiness and justice, Christians are called to reflect
these qualities in their lives and decision-making processes.

- Key Points:
- God’s holiness shapes our ethical standards.
- Understanding justice promotes fairness and integrity.
- Believers are called to be witnesses of God's character in the world.

The Relevance of Tozer’s Teachings Today

A.W. Tozer's exploration of God's attributes remains relevant in contemporary
Christian thought. In a world filled with distractions, his emphasis on the
need for a deep, personal relationship with God encourages believers to seek
spiritual depth.

1. Deepening Faith



Tozer’s teachings challenge believers to move beyond superficial faith. They
encourage a pursuit of deeper knowledge of God, which can lead to a more
profound and vibrant spiritual life.

- Key Points:
- Encourages believers to seek intimacy with God.
- Promotes a culture of prayer and worship.
- Inspires a lifelong journey of spiritual growth.

2. Addressing Doubts

In times of doubt or uncertainty, Tozer’s emphasis on God's attributes
provides reassurance. Understanding God's sovereignty and love can help
believers navigate life's challenges with faith.

- Key Points:
- Provides comfort in difficult times.
- Encourages trust in God’s plan.
- Helps believers maintain hope amidst trials.

Conclusion

The attributes of God as articulated by A.W. Tozer offer a profound insight
into the nature of God and the relationship He desires with humanity. By
understanding these attributes—His incomprehensibility, simplicity,
sovereignty, holiness, and love—believers can cultivate a deeper faith and a
more authentic worship experience. Tozer’s teachings remind us that knowing
God is not merely an intellectual exercise but a transformative journey that
shapes every aspect of our lives. As we embrace the attributes of God, we are
called to reflect His character and share His love with the world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main attributes of God according to
A.W. Tozer?
A.W. Tozer identifies several key attributes of God, including His holiness,
love, omniscience, omnipotence, and immutability. He emphasizes that
understanding these attributes is crucial for a deeper relationship with God.

How does A.W. Tozer describe the holiness of God?
Tozer describes God's holiness as the foundation of His other attributes,
emphasizing that it represents His absolute purity, separation from sin, and



moral perfection. He asserts that God's holiness is something that sets Him
apart from all creation.

What role does the love of God play in Tozer's
theology?
In Tozer's theology, the love of God is central and is seen as a driving
force behind His actions. Tozer argues that God's love is not merely an
emotion but a profound commitment to seek the well-being of His creation,
reflecting His nature.

How does Tozer explain the omniscience of God?
Tozer explains God's omniscience as His ability to know all things, including
the thoughts and intentions of every heart. He emphasizes that God's
knowledge is perfect and complete, not limited by time or space.

What is the significance of God's immutability in
Tozer's writings?
Tozer highlights God's immutability as the assurance that God does not change
over time. This attribute reassures believers that God's promises and
character remain constant, providing a foundation for faith and trust in His
word.
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