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Author of Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, Jonathan Safran Foer, is a prominent
figure in contemporary literature, known for his innovative storytelling and exploration of
profound themes such as loss, memory, and the human experience. Born on February 21,
1977, in Washington, D.C., Foer has captivated readers with his unique narrative style and
depth of emotion. In this article, we will delve into Foer's life, his literary career, and the
impact of his acclaimed novel, "Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close."

Early Life and Education

Jonathan Safran Foer grew up in a Jewish family, which played a significant role in
shaping his worldview and literary voice. His parents instilled in him a love for reading
and storytelling from an early age. Foer's academic journey began at Princeton University,
where he studied philosophy and creative writing. It was during this time that he honed
his skills as a writer and developed a deep appreciation for literature.

Influences on Foer's Writing

Foer’s works are influenced by various literary figures, including:

Frank O'Hara

David Foster Wallace

W.G. Sebald

Don DeLillo

These authors have inspired Foer to experiment with form and narrative structure, leading
to the creation of novels that challenge conventional storytelling.

Literary Career

Jonathan Safran Foer's debut novel, "Everything Is Illuminated," was published in 2002
and received widespread acclaim. The book tells the story of a young American man who
travels to Ukraine to find the woman who saved his grandfather from the Nazis. The novel
is praised for its inventive blend of humor, history, and tragedy, setting the stage for



Foer's future works.

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close

In 2005, Foer released "Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close," a novel that solidified his
status as a major literary voice. The story follows Oskar Schell, a precocious nine-year-old
boy who embarks on a quest across New York City to find the lock that matches a
mysterious key left behind by his father, who died in the 9/11 attacks. This poignant
narrative explores themes of grief, trauma, and the search for meaning in a chaotic world.

Key Themes and Motifs

The novel delves into several key themes, including:

Grief and Loss: The central theme is the impact of loss on Oskar and his family,1.
highlighting the complexities of mourning.

Connection and Isolation: Oskar's quest symbolizes the human desire for2.
connection amidst feelings of isolation and loneliness.

The Search for Meaning: Oskar’s journey represents the universal search for3.
understanding in the face of tragedy.

Writing Style and Structure

Foer's writing style is characterized by its inventive use of language and structure.
"Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" features a blend of narrative forms, including
photographs, illustrations, and varying typography, which enhances the emotional depth
of the story. This experimental approach invites readers to engage with the text on
multiple levels.

Critical Reception and Impact

"Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" received a mixed yet largely positive critical
reception. Reviewers praised Foer’s ability to tackle difficult subjects with sensitivity and
originality. The novel was a finalist for the National Book Award and has since become a
staple in contemporary literature courses.



Adaptation and Legacy

In 2011, "Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" was adapted into a film directed by
Stephen Daldry, featuring Tom Hanks and Thomas Horn. The film brought Foer’s powerful
story to a wider audience, further solidifying its cultural impact.

Foer’s work not only resonates with readers but also inspires discussions about the human
condition, making "Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" an essential read for those
seeking to understand the nuances of grief and healing.

Other Works and Contributions

Following the success of "Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close," Jonathan Safran Foer
continued to publish notable works, including:

Eating Animals (2009): A non-fiction exploration of food ethics and vegetarianism.

Here I Am (2016): A novel examining family dynamics and cultural identity in the
face of crisis.

We Are the Weather (2019): A non-fiction work focusing on climate change and its
implications for the future.

Each of these works showcases Foer’s commitment to addressing important societal
issues, making him a significant voice in contemporary literature.

Impact on Readers and Literature

Foer’s ability to weave complex narratives that resonate with readers has earned him a
dedicated following. His novels often encourage introspection and provoke thought about
the world around us. By blending personal stories with broader themes, Foer has carved a
unique space in the literary landscape.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the author of Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, Jonathan Safran
Foer, stands out as a significant literary figure whose works tackle profound themes of
loss, identity, and the human experience. Through his innovative storytelling and
willingness to confront difficult subjects, Foer continues to captivate audiences and inspire
a new generation of readers and writers. His contributions to literature have not only
enriched the reading experience but have also sparked essential conversations about the



complexities of modern life. As readers continue to engage with his works, Foer’s legacy
as a powerful voice in contemporary literature is sure to endure.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close'?
The author is Jonathan Safran Foer.

What year was 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close'
published?
The book was published in 2005.

What is the main theme of 'Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close'?
The main theme revolves around grief, loss, and the search for meaning after the 9/11
attacks.

Has 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' been adapted
into a film?
Yes, it was adapted into a film in 2011, directed by Stephen Daldry.

Who is the protagonist of 'Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close'?
The protagonist is a young boy named Oskar Schell.

What unique narrative style does Jonathan Safran Foer
use in 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close'?
The book features a mix of text with photographs, illustrations, and different font styles.

What significant event does Oskar Schell's journey
center around in the book?
Oskar's journey centers around finding a lock that fits a mysterious key left behind by his
father, who died in the 9/11 attacks.



What other notable works has Jonathan Safran Foer
written?
Other notable works include 'Everything Is Illuminated' and 'Eating Animals'.

What impact did 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close'
have on contemporary literature?
The book is praised for its innovative narrative and emotional depth, contributing to
discussions about trauma and memory in literature.

Is 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' considered a
part of any specific literary genre?
Yes, it is often categorized as a work of contemporary fiction, blending elements of
magical realism and postmodernism.
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