aw tozer the attributes of god

A.W. Tozer's The Attributes of God is a profound exploration of the nature and character of God,
emphasizing the importance of understanding these attributes for a deeper relationship with the
divine. A.W. Tozer, a prominent theologian and author in the 20th century, dedicated much of his life
to unpacking the complexities of the Christian faith. His work, particularly in "The Attributes of
God," serves as a guide for believers seeking to grasp the essence of God as revealed in scripture.
This article delves into the key themes and attributes Tozer discusses, offering insights into how
these attributes shape our understanding of God and influence our spiritual journeys.

The Importance of Understanding God's Attributes

Understanding the attributes of God is crucial for several reasons:

1. Foundation of Faith: Knowing who God is lays the groundwork for our faith. It enables believers to
trust in His character and promises.

2. Worship and Adoration: Recognizing God's attributes enhances our worship experience, allowing
us to adore Him for who He truly is.

3. Moral Guidance: God's attributes serve as a moral compass, guiding us in how to live according to
His will.

4. Relationship Development: Understanding God's nature fosters a deeper, more intimate
relationship with Him.

A.W. Tozer emphasizes that the study of God’s attributes is not merely academic; it is a
transformative journey that leads to personal and communal growth in faith.

The Key Attributes of God According to A.W. Tozer

Tozer identifies several key attributes of God that are fundamental to understanding His nature.
These attributes can be categorized into two main groups: incommunicable and communicable
attributes.

Incommunicable Attributes

Incommunicable attributes are those characteristics of God that are unique to Him and not shared
with humanity. Tozer highlights several:

1. Aseity: God is self-existent and independent. He does not rely on anything outside Himself for
existence, which underscores His sovereignty and majesty.



2. Immutability: God is unchanging in His essence, character, and purposes. This attribute reassures
believers that God is consistent and trustworthy.

3. Omnipresence: God is present everywhere at all times. This means that no place is devoid of His
presence, which offers comfort to believers.

4. Omnipotence: God is all-powerful, capable of doing anything that is consistent with His nature.
This attribute instills confidence in God’s ability to intervene in our lives.

5. Omniscience: God possesses complete and infinite knowledge. He knows all things, including the
past, present, and future, allowing Him to guide and direct His creation with perfect wisdom.

Communicable Attributes

Communicable attributes are those qualities that God shares with humanity, albeit imperfectly.
These attributes include:

1. Love: God is love, and this attribute is foundational to His interactions with humanity. Tozer
emphasizes that God’s love is unconditional and sacrificial.

2. Holiness: God is morally perfect and separate from sin. His holiness demands that we approach
Him with reverence and humility.

3. Righteousness: God's righteousness reflects His commitment to justice and moral order. He is
always fair and just in His dealings with humanity.

4. Mercy: God’s mercy is His compassion towards those who are suffering and in need. Tozer
highlights that God’s mercy is an extension of His love.

5. Grace: Grace is the unmerited favor of God. Tozer explains that through grace, believers receive
blessings that they do not deserve, showcasing God’s generosity.

6. Truth: God is the ultimate source of truth. His word is reliable and trustworthy, providing
guidance for life.

The Interconnectedness of God's Attributes

Tozer argues that the attributes of God are not isolated concepts; they are interconnected and work
in harmony. Understanding this interconnectedness is essential for a holistic view of God.

1. Love and Holiness: While God is loving, His love is not at odds with His holiness. Instead, His love
operates within the framework of His perfect justice.

2. Grace and Righteousness: God’s grace does not negate His righteousness. Rather, it complements
it, as grace provides a way for sinners to be justified through faith in Christ.

3. Omnipotence and Mercy: God’s power enables Him to act mercifully. His omnipotence ensures



that His mercy is effective and life-changing.

4. Truth and Immutability: God’s truth is grounded in His unchanging nature. This means that what
God has promised will always be fulfilled.

The Practical Implications of God's Attributes

Understanding the attributes of God has several practical implications for believers. Tozer
encourages readers to apply this knowledge in their daily lives:

1. Enhancing Worship: A deeper understanding of God’s attributes can lead to more meaningful
worship experiences. Recognizing His majesty can inspire awe and reverence.

2. Cultivating Trust: Believers can rest in the assurance that God’s immutable and omniscient nature
means He knows what is best for them, even in challenging circumstances.

3. Encouraging Holiness: Understanding God’s holiness calls believers to pursue a life of
righteousness, reflecting His character in their actions.

4. Fostering Relationships: Knowledge of God’s love and mercy should compel believers to extend
grace and compassion towards others, modeling their lives after Christ.

5. Developing Spiritual Discernment: Recognizing the truth of God’s word allows believers to discern
right from wrong, providing a moral foundation for decision-making.

Conclusion: The Lifelong Journey of Knowing God

In conclusion, A.W. Tozer's The Attributes of God serves as an invaluable resource for anyone
seeking to deepen their understanding of God’s nature. Through his exploration of God'’s
incommunicable and communicable attributes, Tozer invites readers into a transformative
relationship with the Almighty. As believers grow in their knowledge of God’s attributes, they are
equipped to live out their faith with confidence, purpose, and joy.

The journey of knowing God is lifelong and requires intentionality. By studying His attributes,
believers can cultivate a richer, more vibrant faith that not only transforms their lives but also

impacts the world around them. Ultimately, the pursuit of understanding God's attributes leads to a
deeper appreciation of His love, grace, and truth, guiding believers in their journey of faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is A.W. Tozer and what is his significance in Christian



theology?

A.W. Tozer was a Christian pastor, author, and spiritual mentor known for his deep insights into the
nature of God and Christian living. His works, particularly 'The Attributes of God', have influenced
countless believers by emphasizing the importance of knowing God through His attributes.

What are the main attributes of God discussed by A.W. Tozer?

A.W. Tozer discusses various attributes of God, including His sovereignty, omniscience,
omnipotence, holiness, justice, love, mercy, and immutability. Each attribute reveals a different
aspect of God's character and nature.

How does Tozer define the holiness of God?

Tozer defines the holiness of God as His intrinsic purity and separateness from sin. He emphasizes
that God's holiness is the foundation of His other attributes and is essential for understanding His
nature.

What is the significance of God's love according to A.W.
Tozer?

According to Tozer, God's love is unconditional and sacrificial, reflecting His nature as a loving
Father. He highlights that God's love is not merely an emotion but an active choice to seek the good
of His creation.

How does Tozer describe God's omniscience?

Tozer describes God's omniscience as His all-knowing nature, meaning that God is fully aware of
past, present, and future events. This attribute assures believers that nothing is hidden from God,
and He understands every aspect of their lives.

What does A.W. Tozer say about the relationship between
God's attributes?

Tozer emphasizes that God's attributes are not isolated but are perfectly integrated. He asserts that
understanding one attribute requires recognizing how it relates to others, demonstrating the unity
and complexity of God's nature.

Why is it important to study the attributes of God?

Studying the attributes of God is important because it deepens believers' understanding of who God
is, strengthens their faith, and enhances their relationship with Him. It encourages a proper
response to God's nature in worship and service.

What impact did 'The Attributes of God' have on contemporary



Christian thought?

'The Attributes of God' has had a significant impact on contemporary Christian thought by
encouraging a return to a biblical understanding of God's nature. It has inspired many to seek a
deeper relationship with God and prioritize His attributes in their spiritual journey.

How does Tozer's view of God challenge modern secular
perspectives?

Tozer's view of God challenges modern secular perspectives by presenting a God who is personal,
sovereign, and actively involved in creation, contrasting the impersonal and indifferent views often
found in secular thought.

What is a practical takeaway from Tozer's teachings on the
attributes of God?

A practical takeaway from Tozer's teachings is the encouragement to cultivate a deeper reverence
and awe for God, which can lead to a more vibrant prayer life, greater trust in God's plans, and a
more profound experience of His presence in everyday life.
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