
baltimore ravens quarterbacks history

Baltimore Ravens quarterbacks history has been a tale of evolution, from
early struggles to championship success. Established in 1996, the Ravens
quickly became a competitive force in the NFL, largely due to the
contributions of various quarterbacks who have donned the purple and black.
This article delves into the history of quarterbacks for the Baltimore
Ravens, highlighting key players, memorable seasons, and the evolution of the
franchise's offensive strategy.

Early Years: 1996-2000

The Ravens' inaugural season in 1996 was marked by inconsistency at the
quarterback position. The team primarily utilized the following quarterbacks:

Vinny Testaverde
- Years Active: 1996
- Highlights: Testaverde, a former Heisman Trophy winner, was the first
quarterback for the Ravens. However, he struggled to adapt to the team's
offense, leading to his release after one season.

Tony Banks
- Years Active: 1997-1999
- Highlights: Banks provided some stability for the Ravens, starting for
three seasons. His best year came in 1998 when he threw for over 2,500 yards
and led the team to the playoffs.

Trent Dilfer
- Years Active: 2000
- Highlights: Dilfer is best remembered for his pivotal role in the Ravens'
Super Bowl XXXV victory. He managed the game effectively, throwing for 1,500
yards and 12 touchdowns during the regular season while boasting a strong
defense that led the league.

The Super Bowl Era: 2000-2007

The Ravens' success in the early 2000s was largely due to their elite
defense, but quarterback play was essential for the team's overall
performance.

Post-Dilfer Era
- After Dilfer’s departure, the Ravens cycled through several quarterbacks,
including Chris Redman and Anthony Wright.



Kyle Boller
- Years Active: 2003-2006
- Highlights: Boller was drafted in the first round in 2003 and became the
starter in 2005. His tenure was characterized by inconsistency; he had a
career-high of 2,753 passing yards in 2004 but struggled with turnovers.

Steve McNair
- Years Active: 2006-2007
- Highlights: Acquired from the Tennessee Titans, McNair brought veteran
leadership. In 2006, he led the Ravens to a 13-3 record and was named to the
Pro Bowl, although injuries limited his effectiveness in 2007.

The Flacco Era: 2008-2018

The selection of Joe Flacco in the first round of the 2008 NFL Draft marked a
new era for the Ravens, fundamentally changing the team's approach to the
quarterback position.

Joe Flacco
- Years Active: 2008-2018
- Highlights:
- Flacco's rookie season saw him lead the Ravens to the playoffs, setting the
stage for a successful tenure.
- In 2012, Flacco had a career year, leading the Ravens to a Super Bowl
victory where he was named Super Bowl MVP after throwing 11 touchdowns in the
playoffs.
- He ranks among the franchise leaders in several categories, including
passing yards, touchdowns, and completions.

Post-Flacco Era
- Flacco's later years were marred by injuries and competition for the
starting role, leading to a transitional phase for the Ravens.

The Rise of Lamar Jackson: 2018-Present

The Ravens entered a new chapter with the selection of Lamar Jackson in the
first round of the 2018 NFL Draft. Jackson’s unique skill set has transformed
the Ravens’ offense.

Lamar Jackson
- Years Active: 2018-Present
- Highlights:
- Jackson took over as the starter midway through the 2018 season, leading
the Ravens to the playoffs.
- In 2019, he achieved a historic season, becoming the youngest quarterback



to win the NFL MVP award, passing for over 3,100 yards and rushing for more
than 1,200 yards.
- Known for his explosive running ability and improved passing game, Jackson
has redefined the quarterback position, making the Ravens one of the most
dynamic offenses in the league.

Quarterback Development and Impact on the
Franchise

The history of quarterbacks in Baltimore reflects the evolution of the team’s
identity. Each quarterback has contributed to the franchise’s legacy, whether
through leadership, success, or innovation.

Player Development
- The Ravens have placed a strong emphasis on developing quarterbacks,
utilizing a combination of coaching strategies, mentorship, and innovative
training techniques.
- Notable coaches like Jim Caldwell and Greg Roman have played pivotal roles
in the development of quarterbacks, with Roman specifically tailoring the
offense to maximize Jackson's unique skills.

Offensive Strategy Evolution
- The Ravens’ offensive strategy has evolved from a conservative, run-heavy
approach in the early years to a dynamic, versatile scheme under Jackson.
- The infusion of mobile quarterbacks has prompted a greater emphasis on the
read-option and zone-read plays, allowing the Ravens to capitalize on
mismatches against defenses.

Conclusion

The history of Baltimore Ravens quarterbacks is a narrative of transformation
and resilience. From the early struggles of Testaverde and Banks to the
triumphant Super Bowl run with Flacco and the revolutionary play of Jackson,
each era has left an indelible mark on the franchise. As the Ravens continue
to forge their identity in the ever-evolving landscape of the NFL, the legacy
of their quarterbacks will undoubtedly influence the team's future success.
The Ravens' focus on quarterback development and adaptation to modern
offensive strategies positions them well for continued competitiveness,
ensuring that the quarterback position remains a cornerstone of the
franchise's identity for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the



Baltimore Ravens?

The first starting quarterback for the Baltimore Ravens was Vinny Testaverde,
who played for the team in their inaugural season in 1996.

What notable achievement did Trent Dilfer accomplish
with the Ravens?

Trent Dilfer led the Ravens to victory in Super Bowl XXXV, marking the
franchise's first Super Bowl title in the 2000 season.

Which quarterback set the franchise record for most
passing yards in a single season for the Ravens?

Joe Flacco set the franchise record for most passing yards in a single season
with 4,317 yards in 2016.

How many playoff games did Joe Flacco win as the
starting quarterback for the Ravens?

Joe Flacco won 10 playoff games as the starting quarterback for the Ravens,
including a Super Bowl victory in the 2012 season.

What is Lamar Jackson known for in terms of his
playing style?

Lamar Jackson is known for his exceptional athleticism and dual-threat
capability as a quarterback, being able to both pass and run effectively.

Which Ravens quarterback won the NFL MVP award?

Lamar Jackson won the NFL MVP award in 2019, becoming the first quarterback
in Ravens history to achieve this honor.

Who holds the record for the most touchdown passes in
a single season for the Ravens?

The record for the most touchdown passes in a single season for the Ravens is
held by Lamar Jackson, with 36 touchdown passes in the 2019 season.

Which Ravens quarterback is remembered for his iconic
playoff performances in 2012?

Joe Flacco is remembered for his iconic playoff performances in 2012, where
he threw 11 touchdown passes and no interceptions, leading the Ravens to a
Super Bowl victory.

What was the significance of Steve McNair in Ravens
history?

Steve McNair, who joined the Ravens in 2006, was significant as he provided
veteran leadership and helped the team reach the playoffs that season.



Who was the starting quarterback for the Ravens
during their 2013 playoff run?

The starting quarterback for the Ravens during their 2013 playoff run was Joe
Flacco.
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