bannerlord companion party guide

Bannerlord companion party guide is essential for players who wish to
maximize their effectiveness in "Mount & Blade II: Bannerlord." Companions
are not just mere side characters; they are pivotal in shaping your army,
enhancing your economy, and influencing the narrative of your journey across
Calradia. This guide will delve into the various aspects of managing
companion parties, from recruitment and skills to combat strategies and party
management.

Understanding Companions in Bannerlord

Companions in "Bannerlord" serve multiple roles, acting as commanders,
traders, and advisors. Their unique skills and traits can significantly
impact your gameplay, making them invaluable assets. Here are key aspects to
understand about companions:

1. Recruitment of Companions

Finding companions is the first step in building a successful party. They can
be recruited from various locations, including:

- Towns and Cities: Look for taverns where you can find potential companions.
They often appear randomly, so checking different taverns can yield results.
- Questing: Some companions can be earned through specific quests. Completing
these quests not only gains you the companion but also enhances your
reputation.

- Notable NPCs: Certain NPCs have specific backgrounds and skills.
Interacting with them can provide you with unique companions that align with
your playstyle.

2. Companion Skills and Attributes

Companions possess various skills that can support your playstyle.
Understanding each companion's strengths and weaknesses is crucial for
effective party management.

- Combat Skills: These are divided into:

- Melee: Proficiency in close combat.

- Ranged: Skill with bows and crossbows.

- Horseback Riding: Useful for cavalry roles.

- Leadership and Tactics: These skills enhance your party's performance in
battles.



- Trade and Engineering: Useful for economic management and siege warfare.

When recruiting companions, consider their skill sets and how they complement
your party's overall strategy.

Building a Balanced Companion Party

Creating a balanced party with companions can significantly increase your
effectiveness. Here’s how to build a well-rounded team:

1. Diversity in Roles

Aim for a mix of roles within your companion party. A well-rounded party
might include:

- Combat Specialists: High-level warriors who can lead troops in battle.

- Support Characters: Those with high trade and engineering skills to manage
resources.

- Scouts: Companions with high scouting skills to improve your map awareness
and ambush potential.

2. Specialization vs. Generalization

While having diverse roles is beneficial, consider the specialization of
certain companions. Some may excel in specific areas, such as:

- High-level Archers: Companions like Rolf or Alayen can dominate ranged
combat.
- Cavalry Experts: Characters such as Lethwin can lead powerful cavalry
charges.

Decide if you want to specialize your companions or keep them generalist. A
specialized team can be very effective in certain scenarios.

Companion Party Management

Managing companion parties effectively is crucial for success in
"Bannerlord." Here are some strategies to consider:



1. Leveling Up Companions

Companions earn experience points through battles and quests. To maximize
their potential:

- Regularly engage in battles to earn XP.
- Complete quests that involve your companions to gain additional experience.
- Use the character development menu to assign skill points wisely.

Prioritizing skills based on your companions’ roles will enhance their
effectiveness in your party.

2. Equipment and Gear

Equipping your companions with the right gear can drastically improve their
performance. Here are some tips:

- Weapons: Choose weapons that match their combat skills. For example, give
melee fighters swords and shields while ranged fighters should have bows and
arrows.

- Armor: Equip your companions with armor that provides protection while
maintaining mobility. Heavy armor is great for front-line fighters, while
lighter gear can benefit archers and scouts.

- Horses: If a companion excels in mounted combat, ensure they have a good
horse to maximize their agility and effectiveness in battle.

3. Maintaining Morale and Loyalty

Companion loyalty is critical. A happy and loyal companion performs better in
battles and quests. Here are ways to maintain morale:

- Gifting: Occasionally provide your companions with gifts to improve their
loyalty.

- Quests: Completing quests together can strengthen bonds.

- Avoiding Conflicts: Be mindful of your companions’ personalities and avoid
decisions that might upset them.

Combat Strategies with Companion Parties

Utilizing your companions effectively in combat can turn the tide of battle.
Here are some strategies:



1. Formations and Tactics

Setting up formations is essential for maximizing efficiency in battle.
Consider the following formations:

- Shield Wall: Great for holding the line.

- Cavalry Charge: Use companions with cavalry skills to break enemy lines.
- Archery Line: Position ranged companions at a distance to provide cover
fire.

Experiment with different formations based on the enemy type and battlefield
conditions.

2. Tactical Commands

Don’t hesitate to issue commands during battles. Familiarize yourself with
the command system to:

- Direct Companions: Assign specific roles or tasks during combat.

- Set Ambushes: Use terrain to your advantage by placing companions
strategically.

- Retreat or Advance: Depending on the flow of battle, be prepared to change
tactics quickly.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the bannerlord companion party guide provides a comprehensive
overview of how to effectively recruit, manage, and utilize companions in
"Mount & Blade II: Bannerlord." By understanding their skills, maintaining
morale, and using effective combat strategies, players can build a formidable
team that enhances their gameplay experience. Remember, companions are more
than just allies; they are integral to your success in the dynamic and
immersive world of Calradia. With careful planning and management, your
companion party can become a force to be reckoned with in any campaign. Happy
gaming!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best way to recruit companions in
Bannerlord?

To recruit companions in Bannerlord, visit taverns in various cities and talk
to the NPCs there. Look for characters with high skills that fit your



playstyle, as they will join your party if you have enough gold and a good
relationship with them.

How can I effectively manage companion parties in
Bannerlord?

To effectively manage companion parties, assign companions to specific roles
based on their skills, such as scouting, healing, or leading troops. Keep an
eye on their morale and equip them with suitable weapons and armor to enhance
their performance.

What are the advantages of having a companion party
in Bannerlord?

Companion parties provide additional troops, allow for specialized skills,
and can engage in quests independently. They also help in scouting and
gathering resources, making your overall strategy more versatile.

How do I increase the loyalty of my companions in
Bannerlord?

You can increase companion loyalty by sharing loot, ensuring they have a good
salary, engaging in quests together, and maintaining a high relationship
level with them. Avoid decisions that can lead to negative events or
disagreements.

What are some recommended builds for companions in
Bannerlord?

Recommended builds for companions often focus on specific roles: for example,
a healer build should invest in Medicine and Surgery, while a scout build
should focus on Riding and Pathfinding. Tailor their skills to complement
your playstyle and party needs.

Can companions lead their own parties in Bannerlord?

Yes, companions can lead their own parties in Bannerlord. You can send them
on independent missions, and they will operate autonomously, which can help
you manage larger armies or engage in multiple tasks simultaneously.

How do I deal with companion injuries in Bannerlord?

To deal with companion injuries, ensure they have access to medical supplies
and that you have companions with high Medicine skills. After battles, check
their status and rest in towns or camps to recover health over time.
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