
barbarian leveling guide diablo 2
Barbarian leveling guide Diablo 2 is essential for players looking to enhance their gameplay
experience in this classic action role-playing game. The Barbarian class is renowned for its brute
strength, agility, and unique abilities, making it one of the most enjoyable classes to play. Whether
you’re new to Diablo 2 or a seasoned veteran, this guide will help you navigate the leveling process,
optimize your build, and maximize your efficiency.

Understanding the Barbarian Class

The Barbarian is a melee-oriented class that excels in dealing damage and absorbing hits. With
access to powerful skills and the ability to wield two weapons simultaneously, Barbarians are capable
of both high damage output and survivability. One of the key features of the Barbarian is the ability to
use War Cries, which can buff allies or debuff enemies, making them a versatile choice for solo play or
group settings.

Key Attributes for Barbarians

When leveling a Barbarian, it's crucial to focus on the right attributes to maximize your effectiveness.
Here are the primary attributes to consider:

1. Strength: Increases physical damage and allows the Barbarian to equip better gear.
2. Dexterity: Improves attack rating and increases the chance to hit, especially important for two-
weapon builds.
3. Vitality: Increases health and survivability, critical for melee combat.
4. Energy: Generally not prioritized for Barbarians, as most skills do not require mana.

Focus on maximizing Strength and Vitality early on, with Dexterity as a secondary attribute to boost
your hit chance.

Choosing the Right Skills

The Barbarian skill tree is divided into three main categories: Combat Skills, Masteries, and War Cries.
Understanding which skills to invest in is essential for effective leveling.

Combat Skills

- Bash: A strong single-target ability that stuns enemies, allowing for follow-up attacks.
- Leap Attack: A mobility skill that lets you leap to enemies, dealing damage on impact.
- Whirlwind: A powerful area-of-effect skill that allows the Barbarian to spin through enemies, dealing
significant damage.



For leveling, focus on Bash early on to deal with tougher enemies, and transition to Whirlwind as you
gain more skill points.

Masteries

- Sword Mastery: Increases damage with swords, which is useful if you plan to use one-handed
weapons.
- Axe Mastery: Similar to Sword Mastery but focuses on axes, which often have higher base damage.
- Two-Handed Weapon Mastery: Increases damage with two-handed weapons, providing a significant
damage boost.

Choose a Mastery based on your preferred weapon type. If you plan to dual-wield, focus on Sword
Mastery or Axe Mastery.

War Cries

- Battle Cry: Reduces enemy damage and increases your damage output.
- Howl: Can cause enemies to flee, useful for controlling the battlefield.
- Battle Orders: Increases life and mana for you and your allies, essential for group play.

Invest in Battle Orders as soon as possible, as it greatly enhances your survivability and that of your
party.

Leveling Strategies

When it comes to leveling your Barbarian, adopting effective strategies is crucial. Here are some tips
to help you level efficiently:

1. Early Game (Levels 1-30)

- Focus on completing the initial quests in Act I and II.
- Prioritize areas with high monster density for quick experience gains.
- Use Bash to deal with tougher foes and Leap Attack for mobility.

2. Mid Game (Levels 31-60)

- Transition to Whirlwind for area damage; this skill becomes available at Level 30.
- Start investing in Battle Orders to boost your survivability.
- Consider farming specific areas such as the Countess in the Forgotten Tower for runes and gear.



3. Late Game (Levels 61-99)

- Max out Whirlwind and Battle Orders.
- Begin farming high-level areas like Chaos Sanctuary and Worldstone Keep.
- Engage in multiplayer games for increased experience gain.

Gear Recommendations

The right gear can significantly impact your leveling speed and overall effectiveness. Here are some
recommended gear types for Barbarian leveling:

Early Game Gear

- Weapons: Look for one-handed swords or axes with high damage and additional effects.
- Armor: Prioritize gear with high defense and resistances.
- Accessories: Rings and amulets that increase attack speed or add damage are beneficial.

Mid to Late Game Gear

- Weapons: Upgrade to two-handed weapons such as Great Axes or Colossal Swords for maximum
damage.
- Armor: Seek out unique or set pieces that provide significant bonuses, such as Twitchthroat or
Skullder's Ire.
- Jewelry: Aim for items that enhance your skills or grant life steal.

Tips for Efficient Leveling

1. Group Play: Whenever possible, play with friends or join public games. Group play can significantly
increase your experience gain.
2. Quest Completion: Don’t skip quests; they provide valuable experience and rewards.
3. Use Town Portals: Save time by using Town Portals to return to town and manage inventory or sell
items quickly.
4. Participate in Events: Take advantage of in-game events that can offer additional experience or
rewards.

Conclusion

In conclusion, following this Barbarian leveling guide Diablo 2 will help you navigate your journey
through the game efficiently. Focus on the right attributes, skills, and gear, and utilize effective
leveling strategies to maximize your experience. With the Barbarian's formidable strength and unique



abilities, you'll be well-equipped to conquer the challenges that Diablo 2 has to offer. Happy leveling!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best leveling build for a Barbarian in Diablo 2?
The Whirlwind build is widely considered one of the best for leveling a Barbarian due to its high
mobility and damage output, allowing for quick clears of large groups of enemies.

What skills should I prioritize when leveling my Barbarian?
Focus on maxing out Whirlwind and its synergy skills like Axe Mastery and Battle Orders. Early on,
invest in Bash and Leap Attack for effective single-target damage and mobility.

What equipment should I aim for while leveling a Barbarian?
Look for items that boost your damage output, life, and resistances. Early on, prioritize two-handed
weapons with high damage, and later transition to dual-wielding for increased attack speed.

How can I efficiently level my Barbarian solo?
Utilize the Whirlwind skill to move quickly between packs of monsters, and take advantage of Battle
Orders to increase your health and mana. Join public games for faster experience gain from shared
kills.

What mercenary should I choose for leveling my Barbarian?
The Act 2 Mercenary is a popular choice due to their ability to use auras that boost your damage and
survivability. Opt for the Offensive Mercenary for added damage or the Defensive Mercenary for extra
survivability.

At what level should I start using Whirlwind?
You can start using Whirlwind at level 30, but it becomes significantly more effective once you have
invested more points into it and its synergy skills.

Are there any specific areas that are best for leveling a
Barbarian?
Areas like The Pit, Chaos Sanctuary, and Worldstone Keep are excellent for leveling due to high
monster density and experience rewards, especially in the later stages of the game.

How important is gear for leveling speed in Diablo 2?
Gear is crucial for leveling speed. High damage weapons, life leech, and resistances can drastically
improve your survivability and clear speed, making it easier to progress through levels.



What runewords should I look for while leveling my
Barbarian?
Runewords like 'Steel' (for weapons) and 'Lore' (for helmets) can provide great early-game boosts. As
you progress, look for 'Heart of the Oak' and 'Enigma' for late-game efficiency and mobility.
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