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Pathfinder 2nd Edition (PF2E) offers a rich tapestry of character options, and among the
most versatile and captivating classes is the Bard. The Bard is a spellcaster, a charismatic
performer, and often a vital member of any adventuring party. This guide will provide an in-
depth look at the Bard in Pathfinder 2E, covering their class features, spellcasting, and tips
for building an effective Bard character.

Understanding the Bard Class

Bards in Pathfinder 2E are unique in that they blend magic with performance. They draw
upon their charisma and creativity to inspire allies, manipulate foes, and weave spells into
their performances. Here’s a breakdown of the Bard’s key features:

Class Features

1. Bardic Performance: At the core of the Bard's abilities is their performance. Bards can
use their musical talents to provide various benefits to their allies or hinder their enemies.
This feature evolves as the Bard gains levels, allowing for more powerful performances.

2. Spellcasting: Bards are spontaneous casters who primarily use the Charisma ability for
spellcasting. They can learn a wide array of spells, enabling them to fill multiple roles in a

party.

3. Versatile Performance: Bards can use their performance skills to substitute certain skill
checks. For example, they might use performance in place of diplomacy or intimidate,
depending on their style.

4. Muse: Upon reaching 1st level, a Bard selects a Muse, which represents their source of
inspiration. There are several options, such as the Enigma Muse, which focuses on mystery
and intrigue, or the Lore Muse, which emphasizes knowledge and learning.

5. Bard Feats: Bards gain access to a unique set of feats that enhance their performance

and spellcasting. These feats allow Bards to specialize in various aspects of their class, from
combat to support roles.

Building Your Bard

When creating a Bard character, there are several important considerations to keep in mind
to maximize effectiveness and enjoyment.



Choosing Your Ancestry

The choice of ancestry can significantly influence your Bard's abilities and playstyle. Some
popular ancestries for Bards include:

- Human: With their flexible ability boosts and access to extra feats, Humans are a solid
choice for any class.

- Half-EIf: Combining the best traits of Humans and Elves, Half-Elves gain access to a
diverse skill set and extra versatility.

- Tiefling: Tieflings bring unique abilities and spells that can complement a Bard's magical
repertoire while providing thematic flavor.

Ability Scores

Bards rely primarily on Charisma for their spellcasting and class features, but they also
benefit from a good Dexterity score for combat and defense. Here’s a suggested ability
score distribution for a Bard:

- Charisma: Highest score (primary spellcasting and performance)

- Dexterity: Second highest (improves AC and ranged attack rolls)

- Constitution: Important for hit points (survivability)

- Intelligence/Wisdom: Useful for skills and perception, but can be lower priority

Choosing Skills

Bards have access to a wide range of skills, and they can choose several based on their
background and interests. Here are some recommended skills:

- Performance: Core skill for any Bard, necessary for using Bardic Performance.
- Deception: Useful for trickery and manipulation.

- Diplomacy: Essential for social interactions and getting allies on your side.

- Stealth: Helpful for sneaky Bards who want to avoid detection.

- Arcana: A good choice for Bards who want to delve into magical knowledge.

Consider selecting skills that align with your character's backstory and personality, as this
will enhance role-playing opportunities.

Spells and Spellcasting

Bards have access to a rich selection of spells, focusing on enchantment and illusion. They
can choose spells that support their allies or hinder enemies.



Spell Selection

When choosing spells, consider the following categories:

1. Buff Spells: These spells enhance your allies' abilities. Examples include:
- Inspire Courage: Grants a bonus to attack rolls and damage.
- Heroism: A powerful spell that boosts an ally's capabilities significantly.

2. Control Spells: Spells that manipulate the battlefield or control enemies. Examples
include:

- Fear: Causes enemies to flee in terror.

- Hold Person: Immobilizes a target for a short duration.

3. Utility Spells: These spells often provide creative solutions to problems. Examples
include:

- Detect Magic: Essential for identifying magical effects.

- Message: Allows for silent communication with allies.

4. Damage-Dealing Spells: While not the Bard's primary role, they can still deal damage
when necessary. Examples include:

- Fireball: A classic area damage spell.

- Dissonant Whispers: Deals damage and forces a target to move away.

Combat Strategies

While Bards can be effective spellcasters, they also need to engage in combat strategically.
Here are some tips to excel in combat:

Positioning

- Stay Mobile: Bards should avoid being on the front lines. Use your movement to stay at a
safe distance while still being able to support allies.
- Use Terrain: Leverage the environment for cover and advantageous positioning.

Support Your Allies

- Buff Effectively: Use your spells to enhance your allies’ strengths. Timing is crucial—cast
buffs before your allies engage in combat.

- Control Enemies: Use spells that hinder enemies, allowing your allies to take advantage of
the situation.



Utilize Bardic Performance

- Inspire Allies: Use your Bardic Performance to provide bonuses to your allies during
combat. The right performance can turn the tide of battle.

Roleplaying Your Bard

Bards are often seen as the life of the party, and their personalities can vary greatly. Here
are some tips for roleplaying your Bard effectively:

Embrace Your Creativity

- Performance Style: Decide on your Bard's performance style—are they a musician, a
storyteller, or a flamboyant actor? This will influence how you interact with NPCs and other
players.

- Background Story: Develop a backstory that reflects your Bard's motivations and desires.
Consider their experiences with music, relationships, and adventures.

Engage with the Party

- Be the Face of the Group: With high Charisma and social skills, your Bard can take the
lead in negotiations and social interactions.

- Foster Team Spirit: Use your abilities to encourage teamwork and camaraderie among
your party members.

Advanced Bard Options

As you progress through levels, you’ll have more options to customize your Bard. Here are
some advanced features to consider:

Multiclassing

- Consider Multiclassing: Bards can benefit from multiclassing into other classes. For
instance, dipping into Fighter can enhance your combat capabilities, while a few levels in
Cleric can grant additional support spells.

Feats and Specialization



- Choose Feats Wisely: Bards have access to numerous feats that can enhance their
performance, spellcasting, or combat abilities. Focus on feats that align with your desired
playstyle.

Conclusion

The Bard in Pathfinder 2E is a multifaceted class that combines spellcasting, performance,
and social skills to create a unique and engaging character. By understanding the Bard's
strengths and weaknesses, choosing the right ancestry, building your ability scores wisely,
and selecting spells that enhance your role in the party, you can craft a Bard that is not
only effective in combat but also a joy to play. Embrace the creativity and versatility of the
Bard class, and you’ll be sure to leave your mark on any campaign.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary role of a bard in Pathfinder 2e?

The primary role of a bard in Pathfinder 2e is to provide support to their allies through
spells, skills, and inspiring performances, while also being capable of dealing damage and
controlling the battlefield with versatile abilities.

What are the best ancestry options for a bard in
Pathfinder 2e?

Some of the best ancestry options for a bard include Human for flexibility, EIf for dexterity
and perception bonuses, and Halfling for luck and charisma boosts, all of which
complement a bard's abilities.

How do bardic performances work in Pathfinder 2e?

Bardic performances in Pathfinder 2e are based on the Perform skill and allow the bard to
inspire allies, grant bonuses, or create magical effects for a duration, typically using actions
like 'using a composition' or 'casting spells'.

What are some essential feats for a bard in Pathfinder
2e?

Essential feats for a bard include 'Inspire Courage' for combat bonuses, 'Versatile
Performance' to use Perform skills instead of other skills, and '‘Bardic Cantrips' for versatile
spellcasting options.

Can a bard effectively fill the role of a 'face’' in social



interactions?

Yes, a bard can effectively fill the role of a 'face’ in social interactions due to their high
charisma, social skills, and access to spells that enhance communication and influence,
such as 'Charm' and 'Diplomacy' spells.

What spells should a bard prioritize in Pathfinder 2e?

Bards should prioritize spells that enhance their performance, support allies, and control
enemies, such as 'Heal', 'Invisibility', 'Fear', and 'Haste', which can significantly impact the
flow of combat and interactions.

How do | choose a bard's muse in Pathfinder 2e?

Choosing a bard's muse in Pathfinder 2e should be based on the desired playstyle; for
example, the 'Enigma’' muse focuses on spells and knowledge, while the 'Maestro' muse
enhances combat and performance abilities.

What is the significance of the bard's spell repertoire in
Pathfinder 2e?

The bard's spell repertoire is significant because it allows them to mix utility, support, and
crowd control spells, making them adaptable to various situations, ensuring they can
contribute both in and out of combat.

How can a bard enhance party dynamics in Pathfinder
2e?
A bard can enhance party dynamics by providing buffs through performances, filling gaps in

skills with their versatile skill set, and fostering teamwork through their charisma and social
abilities.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when playing
a bard in Pathfinder 2e?

Common mistakes to avoid when playing a bard include neglecting spell preparation,
focusing too much on combat at the expense of support roles, and not utilizing the full
range of their skills and performances effectively.
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