
barefoot in the park a comedy
Barefoot in the Park is a delightful romantic comedy that has captured the
hearts of audiences since its debut on Broadway in the 1960s. Written by the
talented Neil Simon, this lighthearted play revolves around the newlywed
couple, Paul and Corie Bratter, who navigate the challenges of their first
month of marriage in an upscale New York City apartment. With its blend of
humor, romance, and relatable situations, "Barefoot in the Park" remains a
staple in the world of theatre and continues to be celebrated in various
adaptations, including film and television.

Overview of the Play

First performed on Broadway in 1963, "Barefoot in the Park" quickly became
one of Neil Simon's most successful works. The play is a quintessential
representation of Simon's style, characterized by witty dialogue, humorous
situations, and a keen understanding of human relationships. Set against the
backdrop of a charming yet cramped New York City apartment, the story unfolds
with a vibrant cast of characters that bring the narrative to life.

Plot Summary

The plot centers on Paul Bratter, a pragmatic and somewhat serious lawyer,
and his free-spirited wife, Corie. Their contrasting personalities are
highlighted as they adjust to married life. The couple faces various comedic
challenges, including:

1. Their small, quirky apartment - The couple's living space is a source of
constant humor, filled with eccentricities that reflect their personalities.
2. Corie's overbearing mother - Ethel, Corie's mother, adds an element of
tension and comedy to the mix, often intruding on the couple's life.
3. A wacky neighbor - Victor Velasco, an eccentric older man, becomes a
source of both conflict and comedic relief, as he interacts with the couple
in unexpected ways.
4. The couple's differing lifestyles - Paul’s structured approach to life
contrasts sharply with Corie's carefree attitude, leading to humorous
conflicts and misunderstandings.

As the narrative progresses, the couple learns to confront their differences,
leading to growth and understanding in their relationship.

Characters

"Barefoot in the Park" features a small yet dynamic cast of characters, each



contributing to the overall humor and depth of the story:

- Paul Bratter - A straight-laced lawyer who prefers order and routine. His
character represents the "responsible" side of the marriage.
- Corie Bratter - The spirited and adventurous wife who challenges Paul's
conventional ways, pushing him to embrace spontaneity and joy.
- Ethel Banks - Corie’s mother, who symbolizes traditional values and often
serves as a comedic foil to her daughter’s free spirit.
- Victor Velasco - The quirky neighbor who is both charming and eccentric,
adding an unpredictable element to the couple's lives.

These characters interact in ways that highlight the play's central themes of
love, compromise, and the humorous side of marriage.

Themes

"Barefoot in the Park" explores several themes that resonate with audiences,
making it a timeless piece:

Love and Relationships

At its core, the play is a celebration of love. It examines how newlyweds
navigate the complexities of their relationship, learning to balance
individual desires with the needs of their partner. The comedic situations
they face serve as metaphors for the ups and downs of love, showcasing how
humor can be an essential ingredient in a successful relationship.

Conflict and Compromise

Conflict is an inevitable part of any relationship, and "Barefoot in the
Park" highlights this through the couple's differing personalities. Paul and
Corie's journey illustrates the importance of compromise and communication in
overcoming obstacles, emphasizing that understanding and acceptance are
crucial for a lasting marriage.

The Quirkiness of Life

Neil Simon's writing often embraces the absurdities of life, and "Barefoot in
the Park" is no exception. The eccentric characters and humorous situations
remind audiences that life is unpredictable, and finding joy in the chaos is
essential.



Historical Context

"Barefoot in the Park" debuted during a transformative era in American
society. The 1960s were marked by significant social changes, including
shifts in gender roles and the rise of youth culture. The play's exploration
of a young couple's challenges reflects these broader cultural dynamics,
resonating with audiences who were experiencing similar changes in their own
lives.

Additionally, Neil Simon's work often mirrored the realities of middle-class
life, making his plays relatable to a wide audience. The success of "Barefoot
in the Park" helped solidify Simon's reputation as a leading playwright of
his time.

Adaptations and Legacy

Following its success on Broadway, "Barefoot in the Park" was adapted into a
film in 1967, starring Robert Redford as Paul and Jane Fonda as Corie. The
film version, directed by Gene Saks, retained much of the original play's
charm while expanding the story for a cinematic audience. The chemistry
between Redford and Fonda brought new life to the characters and introduced
the story to a broader audience.

The play has been revived numerous times, both on Broadway and in regional
theaters, attesting to its enduring popularity. It continues to be a favorite
among actors and audiences alike, thanks to its witty dialogue and relatable
themes.

Modern Interpretations

In recent years, "Barefoot in the Park" has seen renewed interest, with
various productions offering modern interpretations of the classic story.
Directors have experimented with staging, casting, and even cultural
contexts, keeping the play relevant for contemporary audiences. These modern
adaptations often highlight current societal issues, bridging the gap between
the original work and today's realities.

Conclusion

"Barefoot in the Park" remains a quintessential romantic comedy that captures
the essence of love, conflict, and the humor of everyday life. Neil Simon's
masterful writing, combined with relatable characters and timeless themes,
ensures that the play will continue to resonate with audiences for years to
come. Whether experienced on stage or screen, "Barefoot in the Park" invites



viewers to reflect on their own relationships and find laughter in the
journey of love. The play's legacy as a comedic exploration of marriage and
the quirks of life solidifies its place in the pantheon of American theatre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Barefoot in the Park'?
The central theme of 'Barefoot in the Park' revolves around the challenges of
newlywed life, exploring love, compromise, and the balance between freedom
and responsibility.

Who are the main characters in 'Barefoot in the
Park'?
The main characters are Corie Bratter, a free-spirited young woman, and her
more practical husband, Paul Bratter, who navigate their contrasting
personalities and expectations in their new marriage.

When was 'Barefoot in the Park' first performed?
'Barefoot in the Park' was first performed on Broadway in 1963, written by
Neil Simon.

What is the significance of the title 'Barefoot in
the Park'?
The title 'Barefoot in the Park' symbolizes freedom, spontaneity, and the
carefree spirit that Corie embodies, contrasting with the structured life
Paul prefers.

Has 'Barefoot in the Park' been adapted into other
formats?
Yes, 'Barefoot in the Park' was adapted into a film in 1970, starring Jane
Fonda and Robert Redford, which helped to popularize the story beyond the
stage.

What are some comedic elements found in 'Barefoot in
the Park'?
Comedic elements in 'Barefoot in the Park' include misunderstandings, quirky
supporting characters, physical comedy, and the humorous contrast between the
protagonists' personalities.
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