belize city travel guide

Belize City travel guide: Nestled along the Caribbean coast, Belize City serves as the
vibrant gateway to the diverse beauty and rich culture of Belize. With its unique blend of
history, adventure, and tropical charm, this bustling city captivates travelers from around
the globe. Whether you're an avid explorer looking to delve into ancient Mayan ruins, a
nature lover yearning for lush jungles, or someone seeking to unwind on pristine beaches,
this travel guide will provide you with everything you need to know to make the most of
your visit to Belize City.

Getting There and Around

Arriving in Belize City

Belize City is accessible by various means, making it convenient for travelers. Most visitors
arrive via the Philip S.W. Goldson International Airport (BZE), located approximately 11
miles from the city center. The airport offers direct flights from several major cities in the
United States, Canada, and other Central American countries.

Transportation Options

Once you arrive, you'll have several transportation options:

e Taxi: Taxis are readily available at the airport and throughout the city. Always confirm
the fare before beginning your journey.

e Public Bus: An affordable option, public buses connect Belize City with other towns
and attractions. However, they can be crowded and less reliable.

e Bicycle Rentals: For those wanting to explore at their own pace, renting a bicycle is
a popular option. Several local shops offer rentals.

e Car Rentals: If you plan to explore beyond the city, renting a car can provide the
freedom to discover the surrounding areas.

Where to Stay

Popular Accommodations

Belize City offers a range of accommodations to suit every traveler's budget and
preferences. Here are some recommended places to stay:



e Luxury: The Radisson Fort George Hotel & Marina offers stunning views, a pool, and
easy access to the city’s attractions.

e Mid-Range: The Best Western Plus Belize Biltmore Plaza is known for its comfort and
excellent amenities, including a restaurant and a pool.

e Budget: The Belize City Hostel provides affordable dormitory and private rooms,
making it a great choice for backpackers and budget travelers.

Top Attractions and Activities

Explore the Historical Sites

Belize City is rich in history and culture, with several must-visit historical sites:

e St. John's Cathedral: Built in the 18th century, this is the oldest Anglican cathedral
in Central America, showcasing stunning architecture and a fascinating history.

e Belize Museum: Housed in a former colonial prison, the museum offers exhibits on
Belize’s history, culture, and natural environment.

e Old Belize: A theme park and museum that provides insight into the country’s history
with exhibits, a beach area, and various activities.

Outdoor Adventures

For adventure enthusiasts, Belize City is the starting point for various outdoor activities:

e Caye Caulker: A short boat ride from Belize City, this small island is known for its
stunning coral reefs and laid-back atmosphere, perfect for snorkeling and diving.

e Actun Tunichil Muknal (ATM) Cave: This archaeological site is famous for its
ancient Mayan artifacts and skeletal remains. Guided tours take you through the cave
system, offering a thrilling adventure.

e Belize Zoo: A short drive from the city, this zoo focuses on rehabilitating native
wildlife and offers a chance to see animals like jaguars, tapirs, and toucans up close.



Local Cuisine and Dining

Must-Try Dishes

Belizean cuisine is a delightful mix of cultures, and trying local dishes is a must during your
visit. Here are some popular foods to sample:

¢ Rice and Beans: A staple dish made with kidney beans cooked in coconut milk,
served with rice and often accompanied by stewed chicken or fish.

e Poultry or Fish Tacos: Street vendors offer delicious tacos filled with grilled chicken
or fresh fish, topped with a tangy sauce and served with pickled onions.

e Sere: A traditional soup made from fish, coconut milk, and various spices, perfect for
those craving something hearty.

Recommended Restaurants

Here are some top-rated restaurants in Belize City to experience local flavors:

e Mariscos: Known for its fresh seafood dishes, Mariscos is a favorite among locals and
tourists alike.

e The Smoky Mermaid: A charming eatery offering a mix of Belizean and international
cuisine in a cozy setting.

e Chon Saan Palace: A popular spot for Chinese food, known for its extensive menu
and flavorful dishes.

Practical Tips for Travelers

Best Time to Visit

The ideal time to visit Belize City is during the dry season, from late November to mid-April.
The weather is warm and pleasant, perfect for outdoor activities and exploring the city.
However, this is also the peak tourist season, so expect larger crowds.

Safety Tips

While Belize City has its share of crime, many visitors enjoy their stays without incident.
Here are some safety tips:



e Stay aware of your surroundings, especially in crowded areas.
* Keep your belongings secure and avoid displaying valuables.

e Stick to well-lit and populated areas at night.

Currency and Payments

The official currency of Belize is the Belize Dollar (BZD). Although many places accept U.S.
dollars, it’s advisable to have Belize Dollars for smaller purchases. ATMs are widely
available, and credit cards are accepted in most hotels and restaurants.

Conclusion

A visit to Belize City offers a unique blend of culture, adventure, and history, making it an
unforgettable destination. With this Belize City travel guide, you're equipped to navigate
the city and discover its hidden gems, delicious cuisine, and breathtaking landscapes.
Whether you're planning a short stopover or an extended stay, Belize City is sure to leave
you with lasting memories and a desire to return.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best times to visit Belize City?

The best times to visit Belize City are during the dry season, which runs from late
November to mid-April. This period offers pleasant weather and fewer chances of rain.

What are the must-see attractions in Belize City?

Must-see attractions in Belize City include the Belize Museum, St. John's Cathedral, the
Swing Bridge, and the Belize Zoo, which is a short drive away.

How can | get around Belize City?

You can get around Belize City using local buses, taxis, or bicycles. Walking is also a great
way to explore the city, especially the downtown area.

Is Belize City safe for tourists?

While Belize City has areas that can be unsafe, most tourist areas are relatively safe. It's
advisable to stay in well-populated areas, avoid walking alone at night, and keep an eye on
your belongings.



What local foods should | try in Belize City?

In Belize City, you should try local dishes such as rice and beans, stewed chicken, fry jacks,
and ceviche. Don't forget to sample fresh seafood and traditional Belizean snacks.

What are some cultural experiences to enjoy in Belize
City?

Cultural experiences in Belize City include visiting local markets, attending a Garifuna
drumming session, and exploring the city's colonial architecture and history.

What are the options for accommodations in Belize
City?

Accommodations in Belize City range from budget hostels and guesthouses to mid-range
hotels and luxury resorts. Popular areas to stay include the Fort George area and the
downtown district.

How can | book tours and activities in Belize City?

You can book tours and activities in Belize City through local tour operators, your hotel, or
online platforms like Viator and GetYourGuide. Popular tours include cave tubing,
snorkeling, and city tours.

What should | pack for a trip to Belize City?

When packing for Belize City, include lightweight clothing, swimwear, sunscreen, insect
repellent, a reusable water bottle, and comfortable walking shoes.
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