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Belonging Study Guide: Jeannie Baker

Jeannie Baker is an acclaimed Australian author and illustrator known for her unique approach to
storytelling through visual art. Her picture books often tackle themes of identity, community, and the
environment, making them rich resources for study and discussion. One of her prominent works,
"Belonging," delves into the idea of home, culture, and the connection to one's surroundings. This study
guide will explore key elements of "Belonging," including its themes, illustrations, and the author's
background, while providing discussion questions and activities to enhance comprehension and
engagement.

Overview of "Belonging"

"Belonging" is a wordless picture book that invites readers to explore the concept of belonging through
richly detailed collage illustrations. Baker's artwork is crafted from a variety of materials, showcasing her
talent in mixed media. The book begins with a barren landscape and evolves into a vibrant, thriving
community, symbolizing the development of a sense of belonging over time.

Key Themes

The themes in "Belonging" are multifaceted and resonate with readers of all ages. Here are some of the
central themes:

1. Connection to Place
Baker emphasizes the importance of one's environment in shaping a sense of belonging. Through her
illustrations, she captures how landscapes can transform and become integral to our identities.

2. Community and Relationships
The book highlights the significance of relationships in fostering a sense of belonging. It portrays how
individuals come together to create a community, emphasizing cooperation, support, and shared
experiences.

3. Cultural Identity
"Belonging" reflects on the diverse cultural backgrounds that contribute to a community's identity. It
showcases how various traditions and practices enrich the tapestry of human experience.

4. Growth and Change



The evolution of the landscape in the book symbolizes personal and communal growth. It suggests that
belonging is not a static concept but rather an ongoing journey influenced by change and adaptation.

Illustrations and Artistic Style

Jeannie Baker’s illustrations in "Belonging" are a vital component of the storytelling process. Each page is
filled with intricate details that invite readers to explore and interpret the story visually. The use of
collage—combining photographs, textures, and hand-drawn elements—creates a unique aesthetic that
enhances the narrative.

Artistic Techniques

- Mixed Media: Baker employs various materials, including fabric, paper, and natural elements, which add
depth and dimension to her illustrations.
- Color Palette: The transition from muted tones in the beginning to vibrant colors towards the end reflects
the theme of growth and transformation.
- Visual Storytelling: Without the use of words, Baker relies on visual cues to convey emotions and themes,
encouraging readers to engage their imagination and interpret the story on a personal level.

Author's Background

Jeannie Baker was born in 1950 in Australia and has had a profound impact on children's literature through
her innovative storytelling methods. She has received numerous awards for her work, including the
prestigious Children's Book Council of Australia (CBCA) awards. Baker's passion for the environment and
her experiences living in various cultures significantly influence her writing and artistic style.

Influences and Inspirations

- Environmental Awareness: Baker has a strong commitment to environmental issues, which is reflected in
her works. She often uses her books to raise awareness about ecological concerns and the importance of
preserving nature.
- Cultural Exploration: Her travels and experiences in different cultural settings inspire the themes of
belonging and community in her stories.
- Artistic Innovation: Baker's background in visual arts informs her approach to storytelling, allowing her to
blend narrative and illustration seamlessly.



Discussion Questions

To foster a deeper understanding of "Belonging," consider the following discussion questions:

1. What emotions do the illustrations evoke?
Discuss how the images make you feel and what they communicate about the theme of belonging.

2. How does the environment influence the characters' sense of belonging?
Reflect on the changes in the landscape throughout the book and how they impact the community.

3. In what ways do relationships contribute to a sense of belonging?
Consider how the interactions between characters illustrate the importance of community.

4. How does "Belonging" challenge or reinforce your understanding of cultural identity?
Explore the representation of different cultures and how they shape the narrative.

5. What role does change play in the concept of belonging?
Discuss how the story illustrates the idea that belonging is dynamic and can evolve over time.

Activities for Engagement

Engaging with "Belonging" can be enriched through creative and critical activities. Here are a few
suggestions:

1. Create Your Own Collage: Inspired by Baker's artistic style, students can create a collage that represents
their own sense of belonging. They can use various materials to depict their community, culture, and
personal experiences.

2. Visual Storytelling: Have students select a theme from "Belonging" and create a wordless story using
illustrations. This exercise will help them appreciate visual storytelling and the power of imagery.

3. Classroom Discussion: Organize a group discussion where students can share their interpretations of the
illustrations. Encourage them to express how they relate to the themes of belonging and community.

4. Environmental Project: In line with Baker's commitment to the environment, students can engage in a
project that addresses local ecological issues. They can research, discuss, and propose solutions to enhance
their community's relationship with nature.

5. Cultural Sharing: Encourage students to share their cultural backgrounds with the class. They can bring
in items, stories, or traditions that represent their heritage, fostering a greater understanding of the



diversity within the classroom.

Conclusion

Jeannie Baker's "Belonging" is more than just a picture book; it is a profound exploration of what it means
to belong to a place, a community, and a culture. Through her stunning illustrations and thoughtful themes,
Baker invites readers to reflect on their own experiences of belonging and the relationships that shape their
identities. This study guide provides a framework for engaging with the text, allowing readers to delve
deeper into the intricate layers of meaning that Baker masterfully weaves throughout her work. By
fostering discussion and creative expression, we can appreciate the universality of belonging and the
importance of community in our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Jeannie Baker's 'Belonging'?
The main theme of 'Belonging' is the exploration of home, community, and the sense of belonging,
highlighting the emotional connections individuals have with their environments and the people around
them.

How does Jeannie Baker use illustrations to convey the message in
'Belonging'?
Jeannie Baker uses detailed and vivid illustrations in 'Belonging' to create a visual narrative that
complements the text, allowing readers to feel the transformations of the environment and the emotional
resonance of belonging.

What age group is 'Belonging' suitable for?
'Belonging' is suitable for children aged 4 to 8, but its themes resonate with readers of all ages, making it a
valuable read for anyone interested in the concepts of home and community.

What role does nature play in 'Belonging'?
Nature plays a significant role in 'Belonging', as it represents the beauty and interconnectedness of life,
highlighting how the environment can foster a sense of belonging and community.



What techniques does Jeannie Baker employ to engage readers in
'Belonging'?
Jeannie Baker employs techniques such as visual storytelling, rich textures in her illustrations, and a
rhythmic narrative style to engage readers and evoke emotions related to belonging.

Can 'Belonging' be used as an educational tool? How?
Yes, 'Belonging' can be used as an educational tool to discuss themes like community, diversity, and
environmental awareness. It encourages discussions about personal experiences of belonging and the
importance of caring for our surroundings.

What is the significance of the book's title, 'Belonging'?
The title 'Belonging' signifies the intrinsic human need for connection and acceptance, reflecting the
journey of finding one's place in the world and the importance of community ties.

How does the narrative structure of 'Belonging' enhance its themes?
The narrative structure of 'Belonging' enhances its themes by using a circular story format that mirrors the
cycles of life and community, illustrating how belonging is an ongoing journey rather than a destination.

What impact has 'Belonging' had on readers and educators?
'Belonging' has had a positive impact on readers and educators by fostering discussions about identity,
community, and environmental stewardship, encouraging readers to reflect on their own experiences of
belonging.
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