
best chpn study guide

best chpn study guide materials are essential for nurses preparing to become Certified Hospice and

Palliative Nurses (CHPN). Achieving CHPN certification demonstrates expertise in hospice and

palliative care nursing, which requires comprehensive knowledge and specialized skills. This article

explores the best strategies and resources to develop an effective study plan, covering key content

areas, recommended books, online courses, and test-taking tips. Understanding the exam structure

and the competencies tested will help candidates focus their efforts on relevant topics. Additionally,

this guide highlights the benefits of practice tests and study groups in reinforcing knowledge. Whether

you are new to hospice care or seeking certification renewal, this detailed overview of the best CHPN

study guide resources will support your preparation journey efficiently and confidently.
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Understanding the CHPN Certification

The Certified Hospice and Palliative Nurse (CHPN) credential is awarded by the Hospice and Palliative



Credentialing Center (HPCC) to registered nurses who demonstrate specialized knowledge in hospice

and palliative care nursing. The certification validates a nurse’s ability to deliver expert care for

patients with life-limiting illnesses, managing symptoms, and providing psychosocial support to patients

and families. Earning the CHPN credential requires meeting eligibility criteria, which typically include a

combination of nursing licensure, clinical experience in hospice or palliative care, and successful

completion of the CHPN exam. Understanding the purpose and structure of the certification is the first

step in selecting the best CHPN study guide and crafting an effective preparation plan.

Eligibility Requirements

To qualify for the CHPN exam, candidates must hold a current, active Registered Nurse (RN) license.

Additionally, they need to document at least 1,000 hours of clinical practice in hospice or palliative care

within the last two years or 2,000 hours within the last five years. These hours must be verified by an

employer or supervisor. Meeting these prerequisites ensures candidates have relevant clinical

experience to support their knowledge base for the exam.

Exam Format and Content

The CHPN exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions, with 135 scored and 15 unscored pretest

questions. Candidates have three hours to complete the exam. The test covers various domains

related to hospice and palliative care nursing, including patient care, interdisciplinary collaboration,

ethical issues, and professional practice. Familiarity with the exam format and time management is

crucial for candidates to perform well on test day.

Core Content Areas for CHPN Exam

The best CHPN study guide focuses on the key content areas that the exam tests. These areas reflect

the essential knowledge and competencies required for hospice and palliative nursing practice.

Understanding these domains helps candidates prioritize their study time and deepen their knowledge



effectively.

Symptom Management

Effective symptom management is central to hospice and palliative care. Candidates must understand

pain management principles, pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic interventions, and symptom

assessment techniques. Knowledge of managing symptoms such as dyspnea, nausea, anxiety, and

delirium is critical for safe and compassionate care.

Psychosocial and Spiritual Care

Addressing patients' psychosocial and spiritual needs is essential in palliative nursing. This domain

includes communication skills, cultural competence, grief and bereavement support, and ethical

decision-making. Nurses must be prepared to provide empathetic support to patients and families

facing end-of-life challenges.

Interdisciplinary Team Collaboration

Hospice and palliative care rely on coordinated efforts among healthcare professionals. The exam

evaluates understanding of team roles, communication strategies, and collaboration to ensure holistic

patient care. Nurses must be skilled in working with physicians, social workers, chaplains, and other

team members.

Professional Practice and Regulatory Standards

This section covers legal and ethical considerations, documentation standards, and quality

improvement principles. Candidates should be familiar with hospice regulations, patient rights, and

professional responsibilities to maintain compliance and uphold ethical standards.



Top Study Materials and Resources

Choosing the best CHPN study guide involves selecting comprehensive, up-to-date, and authoritative

resources. A combination of textbooks, review courses, and online tools helps build a well-rounded

preparation strategy.

Recommended Textbooks

Several textbooks are widely regarded as essential study materials for CHPN candidates. These books

cover the core content areas in depth and provide clinical insights:

“Palliative Care Nursing: Quality Care to the End of Life” by Marianne LaPorte Matzo and

Deborah Witt Sherman – a detailed guide on palliative nursing principles and practices.

“Core Curriculum for Hospice and Palliative Nursing”


