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Bible Christmas Story for Kids

The Bible Christmas story is one of the most beloved tales in the Christian
tradition, capturing the hearts and imaginations of children and adults
alike. It is a story of hope, love, and the miraculous birth of Jesus Christ,
who Christians believe is the Son of God. This story is not only a
cornerstone of the Christian faith but also a cherished narrative that
teaches valuable lessons about kindness, humility, and joy. In this article,
we will explore the key elements of the Bible Christmas story, making it
accessible and engaging for children.

Setting the Scene: The Birth of Jesus

The Christmas story begins in a small town called Bethlehem, over two
thousand years ago. Mary and Joseph, a young couple, were traveling to
Bethlehem because of a decree from the Roman Emperor, Caesar Augustus, which
required everyone to return to their hometown for a census. Mary was pregnant
with Jesus, and as they arrived in Bethlehem, they faced a challenge: there
was no room for them in the inn.

The Journey of Mary and Joseph

- Journey to Bethlehem: Mary and Joseph traveled a long distance from their
hometown of Nazareth to Bethlehem. This journey was difficult, especially for
Mary, who was close to giving birth.

- Finding Shelter: Upon reaching Bethlehem, they looked for a place to stay.
All the inns were full, and they were left with no choice but to find shelter
in a stable.

The Birth of Jesus

In the stable, surrounded by animals, Mary gave birth to Jesus. This humble
setting is significant, as it reflects the simplicity and humility of
Christ’s arrival into the world.

The Nativity Scene

The nativity scene is a visual representation of the Christmas story. Here
are some key figures you might find in a nativity scene:



1. Mary: The mother of Jesus, who was chosen to bear the Son of God.

2. Joseph: Mary's husband, who cared for his family and protected them.

3. Baby Jesus: The newborn, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger.

4. Angels: Heavenly beings that announced the birth of Jesus to the
shepherds.

5. Shepherds: Ordinary people who were the first to hear the news of Jesus’
birth.

6. Wise Men: Also known as the Magi, who traveled from the East to pay homage
to the newborn King.

The Angels and the Shepherds

After Jesus was born, angels appeared to shepherds who were watching over
their flocks in the fields nearby. The angels brought good news of great joy.

The Message of the Angels

The angels proclaimed:

- “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all
the people.”

- “Today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord.”

This announcement was significant because it marked the arrival of the Savior
who would bring hope and salvation to the world.

The Shepherds’ Response

Upon hearing the angel’s message, the shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to see
the baby Jesus. They found Mary and Joseph, just as the angels had said, and
they rejoiced in the miracle they witnessed.

- Curiosity: The shepherds were curious and excited about the angel's
message.

- Worship: Upon finding Jesus, they worshipped him, recognizing his
importance.

- Sharing the News: After visiting Jesus, the shepherds could not keep the
news to themselves. They spread the word about what they had seen and heard.



The Visit of the Wise Men

In a distant land, wise men (or Magi) saw a bright star in the sky, which
signified the birth of a new king. They embarked on a journey to find Jesus
and bring him gifts.

The Gifts of the Wise Men

The wise men brought three precious gifts to honor the newborn King:

1. Gold: A symbol of royalty, acknowledging Jesus as King.

2. Frankincense: A fragrant resin used in worship, signifying Jesus’
divinity.

3. Myrrh: An oil used for anointing and burial, foreshadowing the suffering
Jesus would endure.

The Significance of the Christmas Story

The Bible Christmas story is rich with meaning and teaches valuable lessons
for children and families. Here are some of the key themes:

Humility and Simplicity

Jesus was born in a stable, a humble setting that reminds us of the
importance of humility. No matter how great someone may be, they can come
from the simplest beginnings.

Joy and Celebration

The birth of Jesus is a cause for joy and celebration. Just as the angels
announced good news to the shepherds, we too can celebrate the joy that Jesus
brings into our lives.

Love and Kindness

The Christmas story teaches us about love and kindness. Mary and Joseph
showed love for each other and their child, and the shepherds showed kindness
by sharing the news of Jesus’ birth.



Activities to Engage Children with the
Christmas Story

To help children understand and appreciate the Bible Christmas story,
consider these engaging activities:

Crafts and Art Projects

- Nativity Scene Craft: Create a simple nativity scene using paper, clay, or
other materials.

- Star Decorations: Make stars to hang around the house, representing the
star that guided the wise men.

Storytelling and Read-Alouds

- Read the Story: Use a children’s Bible or storybook to read the Christmas
story aloud.

- Role Play: Encourage children to act out the nativity story, taking on the
roles of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the wise men.

Songs and Music

- Christmas Carols: Teach children traditional Christmas carols that tell the
story of Jesus’ birth, such as “0 Little Town of Bethlehem” or “Away in a
Manger.”

- Create a Christmas Playlist: Compile a list of songs that celebrate
Christmas and play them during family gatherings.

Conclusion: The Ongoing Legacy of the Christmas
Story

The Bible Christmas story is not just a tale of the past; it is a timeless
narrative that continues to inspire and teach lessons of love, hope, and joy.
As families gather to celebrate Christmas, they can share this story with
their children, helping to cultivate a sense of wonder and appreciation for
the true meaning of the holiday. By engaging children through crafts,
storytelling, and music, we can ensure that the legacy of the Christmas story
lives on for generations to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main story of Christmas in the Bible for
kids?

The main story of Christmas in the Bible tells about the birth of Jesus
Christ in Bethlehem, highlighting the journey of Mary and Joseph, the visit
of the shepherds, and the arrival of the Wise Men.

Who were the first visitors to see baby Jesus
according to the Bible?

The first visitors to see baby Jesus were the shepherds, who were told by
angels about His birth.

What does the star in the Christmas story symbolize?

The star in the Christmas story symbolizes the guidance that led the Wise Men
to find baby Jesus.

Why did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem?

Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem to register for a census, as required
by the Roman authorities.

What gifts did the Wise Men bring to Jesus?

The Wise Men brought three gifts to Jesus: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

What message did the angels bring to the shepherds?

The angels brought the good news of great joy, announcing the birth of Jesus,
the Savior.

How did Mary and Joseph feel about the birth of
Jesus?

Mary and Joseph felt joy, wonder, and awe about the miraculous birth of their
son, Jesus.

What animals were present at the birth of Jesus?

The Bible mentions that Jesus was laid in a manger, which implies that there
were animals like sheep, donkeys, and possibly others present at His birth.



What is the significance of the manger in the
Christmas story?

The manger signifies humility, as Jesus, the Son of God, was born in a simple
place rather than a grand palace.

How can kids celebrate the Christmas story today?

Kids can celebrate the Christmas story by participating in nativity plays,
singing Christmas carols, reading the Bible story, and sharing gifts to
reflect the gifts given to Jesus.
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