
biggest comeback in nfl history super bowl

Biggest comeback in NFL history Super Bowl is a phrase that echoes in the hearts of football fans around
the world, particularly those who witnessed the historic events of Super Bowl LI. In this thrilling
matchup, the New England Patriots staged an unprecedented comeback against the Atlanta Falcons,
solidifying their place in NFL lore. This article delves deep into the factors that contributed to this
remarkable game, the standout performances, and the lasting impact it has had on the NFL and its fanbase.

Setting the Stage: Super Bowl LI

Super Bowl LI took place on February 5, 2017, at NRG Stadium in Houston, Texas. The game featured the
New England Patriots, led by quarterback Tom Brady, against the Atlanta Falcons, who were guided by
quarterback Matt Ryan. The Falcons entered the game with a strong season, boasting a potent offense and a
solid defense, while the Patriots had a rich history of success in the playoffs.

The First Half: Falcons Dominate

The first half of Super Bowl LI was nothing short of a nightmare for Patriots fans. The Atlanta Falcons
came out guns blazing, scoring three touchdowns and a field goal in the first half. Key moments included:

Touchdown by Devonta Freeman: Freeman scored the game's first touchdown with a 5-yard rush.

Matt Ryan's Precision Passing: Ryan showcased his throwing accuracy, connecting with star
receiver Julio Jones for key plays.

Defensive Dominance: The Falcons' defense managed to stifle the Patriots' offense, forcing them into
mistakes and preventing any scoring in the first two quarters.

At halftime, the score stood at an astonishing 21-3, leaving Patriots fans in despair and Falcons fans elated.

The Turning Point: Second Half Resurgence

The second half of the game marked the beginning of one of the most talked-about comebacks in sports
history. The Patriots, led by the legendary Tom Brady, entered the field with a determination that would



soon become evident.

Brady's Leadership and Performance

Tom Brady's performance in the second half was nothing short of extraordinary. He became a symbol of
resilience and determination, leading his team to score on every drive. Key aspects of his performance
included:

Accurate Passing: Brady completed a staggering 43 passes for 466 yards throughout the game, with
two touchdowns.

Quick Decision-Making: He showcased his veteran experience by reading the Falcons' defense and
making quick decisions under pressure.

Clutch Plays: Brady made several critical plays, including a 2-point conversion that kept the Patriots
in the game.

Key Plays in the Comeback

Several pivotal moments contributed to the Patriots' comeback. These moments included:

James White's Touchdowns: White emerged as a key player, scoring three touchdowns in the1.
second half, including the game-tying rush.

Julian Edelman's Incredible Catch: In one of the most memorable plays of the game, Edelman made a2.
miraculous catch amidst three defenders, keeping the drive alive.

Defense Steps Up: The Patriots' defense tightened, preventing the Falcons from scoring any points in3.
the second half and forcing crucial turnovers.

Overtime: A Historic Finish

Super Bowl LI became the first Super Bowl in history to go into overtime. This added an extra layer of



excitement and tension for both teams and fans alike.

The Overtime Period

As the overtime period commenced, the Patriots won the coin toss and elected to receive. The stakes were
high, and the pressure was palpable.

Patriots' Offensive Drive: The Patriots methodically moved down the field, showcasing a balanced
attack that kept the Falcons' defense guessing.

James White's Game-Winning Touchdown: The game concluded with James White rushing for a 2-
yard touchdown, sealing the victory for the Patriots and completing the largest comeback in Super
Bowl history.

Statistics That Tell the Story

The statistics from Super Bowl LI reveal just how remarkable the comeback was. Some standout stats
include:

Largest Deficit Overcome: The Patriots overcame a 28-3 deficit, a 25-point gap, the largest in Super
Bowl history.

Brady's Record Performance: Tom Brady was named Super Bowl MVP for the fourth time, a record
achievement, thanks to his 466 passing yards and two touchdowns.

Total Points: The Patriots scored 31 unanswered points, showcasing their offensive prowess and
mental fortitude.

The Legacy of Super Bowl LI

The impact of the biggest comeback in NFL history Super Bowl resonates far beyond that evening in
Houston. It has shaped narratives in the NFL for years to come.



Impact on the Teams

- New England Patriots: The victory solidified the Patriots' dynasty, as they claimed their fifth Super Bowl
title under head coach Bill Belichick and quarterback Tom Brady.
- Atlanta Falcons: The loss has haunted the Falcons, leading to discussions about what could have been and
how they can recover from such a devastating defeat.

Influence on Fans and Future Games

The thrilling nature of the game has inspired countless discussions, debates, and analyses among fans and
analysts alike. It serves as a reminder that no game is ever truly over until the final whistle blows.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the biggest comeback in NFL history Super Bowl LI is a testament to the unpredictable and
thrilling nature of American football. The game not only highlighted the incredible talent and
determination of Tom Brady and the Patriots but also served as a cautionary tale about the dangers of
complacency in sports. This historic matchup will forever be etched in the annals of NFL history,
reminding fans that anything can happen on game day. The legacy of Super Bowl LI continues to inspire
and engage football enthusiasts, serving as a benchmark for future comebacks in the league.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest comeback in NFL history during a Super
Bowl?
The biggest comeback in NFL history during a Super Bowl is Super Bowl LI, where the New England
Patriots overcame a 28-3 deficit against the Atlanta Falcons to win 34-28 in overtime.

Which team was trailing by the largest margin in a Super Bowl before
making a comeback?
The Atlanta Falcons were trailing by the largest margin in a Super Bowl, leading 28-3 before the New
England Patriots mounted their historic comeback.



How many points did the New England Patriots score in the second half
of Super Bowl LI?
The New England Patriots scored 25 points in the second half of Super Bowl LI, leading to their comeback
victory.

Who was the quarterback for the Patriots during their Super Bowl LI
comeback?
Tom Brady was the quarterback for the New England Patriots during their comeback in Super Bowl LI.

What significant play helped the Patriots tie the game in Super Bowl LI?
A crucial two-point conversion by the Patriots after a touchdown by Julian Edelman helped tie the game at
28-28 in Super Bowl LI.

What year did Super Bowl LI take place?
Super Bowl LI took place on February 5, 2017.

What was the final score of Super Bowl LI?
The final score of Super Bowl LI was New England Patriots 34, Atlanta Falcons 28.

How did Super Bowl LI change perceptions of Tom Brady's legacy?
Super Bowl LI solidified Tom Brady's legacy as one of the greatest quarterbacks of all time, showcasing his
ability to perform under pressure and lead a historic comeback.

What record did the Patriots set during their Super Bowl LI victory?
The New England Patriots set the record for the largest comeback in Super Bowl history during their
victory in Super Bowl LI.

What was the significance of the overtime in Super Bowl LI?
Super Bowl LI was significant as it was the first Super Bowl to go into overtime, allowing the Patriots to
seal their comeback with a touchdown drive in the extra period.
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