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Wrestling has long been a staple of entertainment, captivating audiences with its blend of athleticism,
storytelling, and larger-than-life characters. Throughout its history, there have been numerous
wrestlers and events that have drawn massive crowds and generated significant revenue. These
"draws" have shaped the landscape of professional wrestling, leaving a lasting impact on the industry.
In this article, we will explore some of the biggest draws in wrestling history, highlighting the
wrestlers, events, and milestones that have defined the sport.

Key Factors in Wrestling Draws

Before delving into the specific draws, it's essential to understand what makes a wrestler or event a
significant draw. Several factors contribute to this phenomenon:

- Star Power: The charisma and persona of the wrestler play a crucial role. A compelling character can
attract fans and generate interest.

- Storylines: Engaging narratives and rivalries create a sense of anticipation and excitement around
events.

- Timing: The context in which a wrestler rises to prominence can significantly influence their drawing
power. Events that coincide with cultural or social movements can elevate a wrestler's status.

- Marketing and Promotion: Effective marketing strategies can amplify a wrestler's reach and visibility,
drawing in larger crowds.

Iconic Wrestlers Who Were Major Draws

Several wrestlers have made indelible marks on the industry, becoming synonymous with drawing
power. Here are some of the most notable:

1. Hulk Hogan

Hulk Hogan is arguably the most recognizable name in professional wrestling history. His influence
peaked during the 1980s and early 1990s, when he became the face of the World Wrestling
Federation (WWF, now WWE). Key highlights include:

- WrestleMania Il (1987): Hogan's match against Andre the Giant is one of the most famous moments
in wrestling history. This event drew an attendance of over 93,000 fans at the Pontiac Silverdome,
setting a record for indoor attendance that remains unmatched.

- Cultural Icon: Hogan transcended wrestling, becoming a pop culture phenomenon through movies,
television, and endorsements.



2. Stone Cold Steve Austin

The late 1990s saw the rise of Stone Cold Steve Austin, who became the poster boy for the Attitude
Era in WWE. His rebellious persona and engaging storylines attracted a massive fanbase. Notable
points include:

- WrestleMania X-Seven (2001): This event is often considered the pinnacle of professional wrestling,
with Austin headlining against The Rock and drawing over 19,000 fans to the Reliant Astrodome.

- Merchandising Success: Austin's "Austin 3:16" catchphrase and merchandise made him one of the
highest-selling wrestlers in history.

3. The Rock

Dwayne "The Rock" Johnson emerged from the Attitude Era alongside Austin, captivating audiences
with his electrifying charisma and in-ring prowess. His contributions include:

- Mainstream Success: The Rock's crossover into Hollywood has made him a global superstar, further
solidifying his status in wrestling history.

- WrestleMania 28 (2012): The match against John Cena drew over 78,000 fans and generated
approximately $15 million in revenue, showcasing his ongoing drawing power.

4. John Cena

John Cena has been a cornerstone of WWE for over two decades, appealing to both adult fans and
children. His noteworthy achievements include:

- Consistency: Cena has headlined multiple WrestleManias and has been a key figure in WWE's
marketing strategy.

- Fan Engagement: His "Never Give Up" ethos resonates with fans, creating a loyal following that
supports him through various phases of his career.

5. Ric Flair

Ric Flair, known as "The Nature Boy," is one of the most celebrated wrestlers in history. His influence
on wrestling spans decades, with a few highlights:

- NWA and WCW: Flair was a significant draw in the National Wrestling Alliance (NWA) and World
Championship Wrestling (WCW), with his matches often headlining major events.

- Legendary Matches: Flair's in-ring ability and charisma have led to classic encounters against other
legends such as Ricky Steamboat and Dusty Rhodes.



Historic Events That Became Major Draws

In addition to iconic wrestlers, certain events have also become monumental draws, showcasing the
spectacle of wrestling on grand stages.

1. WrestleMania

WrestleMania is WWE's flagship event, often referred to as the "Grandest Stage of Them All." It has
consistently drawn large crowds since its inception in 1985. Key points include:

- WrestleMania | (1985): The inaugural event drew 19,121 fans to Madison Square Garden, setting the
stage for future success.

- WrestleMania 32 (2016): This event holds the record for the highest attendance with over 101,000
fans at AT&T Stadium.

2. Starrcade

Starrcade, created by Jim Crockett Promotions, was the original wrestling pay-per-view event and
served as a significant draw in the 1980s and 1990s. Key highlights:

- First Event (1983): The inaugural Starrcade drew 6,000 fans and established itself as the premier
event for NWA.

- Legacy: Starrcade set a precedent for subsequent wrestling pay-per-views and is often regarded as
a precursor to WrestleMania.

3. SummerSlam

SummerSlam, known as "The Biggest Party of the Summer," has become a staple in WWE's annual
calendar. Key aspects include:

- Inaugural Event (1988): The first SummerSlam drew over 20,000 fans to Madison Square Garden,
quickly establishing itself as a must-see event.

- High-Profile Matches: SummerSlam has featured some of the most significant matches in wrestling
history, further cementing its reputation as a major draw.

Economic Impact of Wrestling Draws

The drawing power of wrestlers and events has significant economic implications for the wrestling
industry. Here are a few aspects to consider:

- Ticket Sales: Major events consistently sell out arenas, generating millions in ticket sales. For
instance, WrestleMania 37 reported $6.2 million in ticket sales alone.



- Merchandising: Successful wrestlers often generate substantial revenue through merchandise sales,
contributing to the overall profitability of promotions.

- Media Rights and Sponsorships: The popularity of wrestling events leads to lucrative media rights
deals and sponsorships, adding to the financial health of wrestling promotions.

Conclusion

The biggest draws in wrestling history have left an indelible mark on the industry, shaping its
trajectory and influencing future generations of wrestlers and fans. From iconic figures like Hulk
Hogan and Stone Cold Steve Austin to landmark events like WrestleMania and Starrcade, these draws
have captivated audiences and generated significant revenue. As wrestling continues to evolve, the
legacy of these draws will remain a testament to the enduring appeal of professional wrestling as a
form of entertainment. The future holds exciting possibilities, and as new stars emerge, the potential
for creating new draws is limitless.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the biggest draw in wrestling history?

The biggest draw in wrestling history is often attributed to the WrestleMania Ill match between Hulk
Hogan and Andre the Giant, which drew an estimated 93,173 fans to the Pontiac Silverdome.

Which wrestling event holds the highest pay-per-view buy
rate?

WrestleMania 28, featuring the match between The Rock and John Cena, holds the highest pay-per-
view buy rate, with approximately 1.3 million buys.

Who is considered the biggest draw in professional wrestling?

Hulk Hogan is widely regarded as the biggest draw in professional wrestling history, particularly
during the 1980s and early 1990s.

What match had the most significant financial impact for
WWE?

The match between The Rock and John Cena at WrestleMania 28 is considered to have had a
significant financial impact, generating over $67 million in revenue.

How did Steve Austin contribute to wrestling's biggest draws?

Steve Austin's character and feuds, particularly during the Attitude Era, made him a massive draw,
leading to record attendance and pay-per-view buys.



What was the draw of WrestleMania X-Seven?

WrestleMania X-Seven is considered one of the greatest wrestling events ever, featuring iconic
matches like The Rock vs. Steve Austin, and it drew over 800,000 pay-per-view buys.

Which international wrestling event had a massive audience?

The New Japan Pro-Wrestling (NJPW) event Wrestle Kingdom 12, featuring Kazuchika Okada vs. Kenny
Omega, attracted a large audience and marked a significant draw in international wrestling.

What event is known for the highest attendance in wrestling
history?

WrestleMania 32, held at AT&T Stadium in 2016, is known for having the highest attendance in
wrestling history, with over 101,000 fans.

Which female wrestler has been a significant draw in history?

Trish Stratus is one of the biggest draws in women's wrestling history, known for her main event
matches and significant contributions to the popularity of women's wrestling.

What influence did the Monday Night Wars have on wrestling
draws?

The Monday Night Wars between WWE and WCW created intense competition, leading to higher
ratings, attendance, and pay-per-view buys, significantly elevating the draw of both promotions.
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