BLACK HISTORY SHOWS ON NETFLIX

BLACK HISTORY SHOWS ON NETFLIX HAVE BECOME AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE STREAMING PLATFORM'S OFFERINGS, PROVIDING
VIEWERS WITH A COMPELLING AND EDUCATIONAL GLIMPSE INTO THE RICH TAPESTRY OF BLACK CULTURE, HISTORY, AND THE
ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS. AS MORE PEOPLE TURN TO STREAMING SERVICES FOR BOTH ENTERTAINMENT AND
ENLIGHTENMENT, NETFLIX HAS CURATED A VARIETY OF DOCUMENTARIES, SERIES, AND FILMS THAT DELVE INTO THE STORIES OF
INFLUENTIAL FIGURES, PIVOTAL MOMENTS, AND THE BROADER CONTEXT OF BLACK HISTORY. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES SOME OF
THE MOST IMPACTFUL SHOWS AVAILABLE ON NETFLIX, THEIR SIGNIFICANCE, AND WHY THEY ARE ESSENTIAL VIEWING FOR
ANYONE INTERESTED IN UNDERSTANDING BLACK HISTORY.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BLACK HISTORY SHOWS ON NETFLIX

BLACK HISTORY SHOWS ARE MORE THAN JUST ENTERTAINMENT, THEY SERVE AS CRUCIAL EDUCATIONAL TOOLS. THEY PROVIDE
CONTEXT AND INSIGHT INTO THE EXPERIENCES OF BLACK INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT HISTORY. BY
SHOWCASING THESE NARRATIVES, NETFLIX CONTRIBUTES TO A BROADER UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION OF DIVERSITY,
EQUALITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.
SOME KEY REASONS WHY THESE SHOWS MATTER INCLUDE:

® REPRESENTATION: THEY PROVIDE REPRESENTATION OF BLACK VOICES, STORIES, AND PERSPECTIVES THAT HAVE

HISTORICALLY BEEN MARGINALIZED OR OVERLOOKED.

® EDUCATION: THESE SHOWS SERVE AS EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES, HELPING VIEWERS LEARN ABOUT IMPORTANT
HISTORICAL EVENTS AND FIGURES.

® |NSPIRATION: MANY OF THESE NARRATIVES INSPIRE VIEWERS BY HIGHLIGHTING RESILIENCE, CREATIVITY, AND ACTIVISM.

o CONVERSATION STARTER: THEY OFTEN SPARK DISCUSSIONS ABOUT RACE, INEQUALITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE,
ENCOURAGING VIEWERS TO ENGAGE WITH THESE IMPORTANT ISSUES.

MusT-WATCH BLACK HiISTORY SHOWS ON NETFLIX

HERE ARE SOME OF THE MOST IMPACTFUL BLACK HISTORY SHOWS AVAILABLE ON NETFLIX THAT VIEWERS SHOULD NOT MISS:

1. 13TH

DIRecTED BY AVA DUVERNAY, “13TH" IS A POWERFUL DOCUMENTARY THAT EXPLORES THE INTERSECTION OF RACE, JUSTICE
AND MASS INCARCERATION IN THE UNITED STATES. THE TITLE REFERS TO THE 13TH AMENDMENT, WHICH ABOLISHED SLAVERY
BUT ALSO ALLOWED FOR INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE AS PUNISHMENT FOR A CRIME. THIS DOCUMENTARY PROVIDES A CRITICAL
ANALYSIS OF THE SYSTEMIC RACISM EMBEDDED IN THE AMERICAN CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.

’

2. WHeN THey See Us

ALSO DIRECTED BY AVA DUVERNAY, “WHEN THEY See Us” IS A LIMITED SERIES THAT RECOUNTS THE HARROWING STORY OF
THE CENTRAL PARK FIVE—FIVE BLACK AND LATINO TEENAGERS WRONGFULLY CONVICTED OF A BRUTAL CRIME IN 1989. THE
SERIES SHINES A LIGHT ON RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN THE LEGAL SYSTEM AND THE IMPACT OF MEDIA SENSATIONALISM ON PUBLIC



PERCEPTION.

3. AMEND; THE FIGHT FOR AMERICA

HosTep BY WiLL SMITH, “AMEND” IS A DOCUSERIES THAT EXAMINES THE 14TH AMENDMENT AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN THE
ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS IN AMERICA. THE SERIES FEATURES A MIX OF HISTORICAL CONTEXT, PERSONAL STORIES,
AND EXPERT COMMENTARY, HIGHLIGHTING KEY MOMENTS AND FIGURES IN THE FIGHT FOR EQUALITY.

4. SELF-MADE: INSPIRED BY THE LiIFE oF MADAM C.J. W ALKER

THIS MINISERIES TELLS THE INSPIRING STORY OF MADAM C.J. W ALKER, THE FIRST FEMALE SELF-MADE MILLIONAIRE IN AMERICA.
BASED ON THE BIOGRAPHY BY A’LELIA BUNDLES, “SELF-MADE” SHOWCASES W ALKER'S ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT AND
DETERMINATION AS SHE BUILDS HER BEAUTY EMPIRE WHILE FACING SOCIETAL CHALLENGES.

5. HigGH oN THE HoG: How AFRICAN AMERICAN CUISINE TRANSFORMED AMERICA

BASED ON THE BOOK BY JESSICA B. HARRIS, “HIGH ON THE HOG" EXPLORES THE PROFOUND IMPACT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN
CULINARY TRADITIONS ON AMERICAN CUISINE. THROUGH A JOURNEY FROM WEST AFRICA TO THE PRESENT DAY, THE SERIES
CELEBRATES THE CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK CHEFS AND FOODWAYS.

6. THE BLACk GODFATHER

THIS DOCUMENTARY TELLS THE REMARKABLE STORY OF CLARENCE AVANTI A MUSIC EXECUTIVE AND PHILANTHROPIST KNOWN
AS THE "BLACK GODFATHER.” |T HIGHLIGHTS HIS INFLUENCE ON THE MUSIC INDUSTRY AND HIS WORK IN BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS
FOR BLACK ARTISTS, SHOWCASING THE IMPORTANCE OF MENTORSHIP AND COMMUNITY.

7. THe LAST BLACKk MAN IN SAN FRANCISCO

WHILE NOT A DOCUMENTARY, THIS FILM IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. |T TELLS THE STORY OF
JIMMIE FAILS, WHO STRUGGLES TO RECLAIM HIS FAMILY'S HOME IN A GENTRIFIED SAN FRANCISCO. THE FILM EXPLORES THEMES OF
IDENTITY, BELONGING, AND THE IMPACT OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT ON BLACK COMMUNITIES.

How To MAKE THE MoST oF YOUR VIEWING EXPERIENCE

ToO GET THE MOST OUT OF THESE BLACK HISTORY SHOWS ON NETFLIX, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING TIPS:
1. ENGAGE WITH THE CONTENT: T AKE NOTES OR DISCUSS THE SHOWS WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO DEEPEN YOUR
UNDERSTANDING.

2. SUPPLEMENT LEARNING: READ BOOKS OR ARTICLES RELATED TO THE TOPICS COVERED IN THE SHOWS FOR A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE UNDERST ANDING.

3. JOIN DiscUsSIONS: PARTICIPATE IN ONLINE FORUMS OR SOCIAL MEDIA DISCUSSIONS TO SHARE INSIGHTS AND
PERSPECTIVES WITH OTHERS.



4. SupPORT BLACK CREATORS: LOOK FOR OTHER PROJECTS BY THE DIRECTORS, WRITERS, AND PRODUCERS OF THESE
SHOWS TO FURTHER EXPLORE THEIR \WORK.

THe FUTURE OF BLACK HISTORY REPRESENTATION ON NETFLIX

AS THE DEMAND FOR DIVERSE STORYTELLING CONTINUES TO GROW, NETFLIX IS LIKELY TO EXPAND ITS OFFERINGS OF BLACK
HISTORY SHOWS. THIS SHIFT NOT ONLY REFLECTS CHANGING AUDIENCE PREFERENCES BUT ALSO A BROADER SOCIETAL
RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF REPRESENTATION. UPCOMING PROJECTS AND COLLABORATIONS WITH BLACK FILMMAKERS
AND HISTORIANS PROMISE TO BRING EVEN MORE STORIES TO THE FOREFRONT.

IN CONCLUSION, BLACK HISTORY SHOWS ON NETFLIX OFFER A VITAL LENS THROUGH WHICH VIEWERS CAN UNDERSTAND PAST
STRUGGLES AND TRIUMPHS WHILE FOSTERING EMPATHY AND AWARENESS OF CURRENT ISSUES. \WHETHER THROUGH
DOCUMENTARIES, DRAMATIZATIONS, OR CULINARY EXPLORATIONS, THESE SHOWS ARE ESSENTIAL VIEWING FOR ANYONE LOOKING
TO EDUCATE THEMSELVES ON THE COMPLEXITIES OF BLACK HISTORY AND CULTURE. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE NARRATIVES,
VIEWERS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE INFORMED AND EQUITABLE SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT ARE SOME POPULAR BLACK HISTORY SHOWS AVAILABLE ON NETFLIX?

SOME POPULAR BLACK HISTORY SHOWS ON NETFLIX INCLUDE ' 13TH’, “SELF MADE: INSPIRED BY THE LIFE oF MADAM C.J.
W ALKER, "W/HEN THeY See Us’, AND “THE AFRICAN AMERICANS: MANY RIVERS To CROSS'.

ARE THERE ANY DOCUMENTARIES ABOUT BLACK HISTORY ON NETFLIX?

YES, NETFLIX FEATURES SEVERAL DOCUMENTARIES ABOUT BLACK HISTORY, SUCH AS ' 13TH’, WHICH EXPLORES THE
INTERSECTION OF RACE, JUSTICE, AND MASS INCARCERATION IN THE UNITED STATES, AND ‘| AM NOT YoUR NEGRO', WHICH
REFLECTS ON THE LIVES OF CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS.

Does NETFLIX HAVE ANY SERIES HIGHLIGHTING BLACK CULTURE?

YES, NETFLIX HAS SEVERAL SERIES HIGHLIGHTING BLACK CULTURE, INCLUDING ‘BLack AF,, WHICH IS A COMEDY SERIES THAT
EXPLORES THE COMPLEXITIES OF BLACK FAMILY LIFE, AND “THe GeT DO\WNII WHICH FOCUSES ON THE RISE OF HIP-HOP IN THE
1970s.

WHAT IS A NOTABLE HISTORICAL DRAMA ABOUT BLACK FIGURES ON NETFLIX?

‘DA 5 BLoODS' IS A NOTABLE HISTORICAL DRAMA ON NETFLIX THAT FOLLOWS A GROUP OF AFRICAN AMERICAN VETERANS
WHO RETURN TO VIETNAM TO FIND THEIR FALLEN SQUAD LEADER AND TREASURE THEY BURIED DURING THE W AR.

ARE THERE ANY KIDS' SHOWS ABOUT BLACK HISTORY ON NETFLIX?

YEes, NETFLIX OFFERS KIDS' SHOWS LIKE ‘DANIEL TIGER'S NEIGHBORHOOD' AND ‘CARMEN SANDIEGO', WHICH INCLUDE EPISODES
THAT CELEBRATE DIVERSITY AND EXPLORE THEMES RELATED TO BLACK HISTORY AND CULTURE.
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