bless the broken road guitar

Bless the Broken Road guitar is a poignant and soul-stirring song, famously performed
by the country band Rascal Flatts. The heartfelt lyrics speak to the journey of life and love,
emphasizing how every twist and turn leads us to our true path. For guitar enthusiasts and
aspiring musicians, learning to play "Bless the Broken Road" can be an enriching
experience that not only enhances their skills but also deepens their connection to the
song's message. In this article, we will explore the song's background, its significance, and
provide a comprehensive guide on how to play it on guitar.

Understanding the Song's Background

"Bless the Broken Road" was written by Marcus Hummon, Bobby Tomberlin, and Jeff
Steele and was originally recorded by Hummon in 1994. However, it gained widespread
popularity when Rascal Flatts released their version in 2004 on their album "Here." This
rendition won the Grammy Award for Best Country Performance by a Duo or Group with
Vocal and became a staple at weddings and romantic occasions.

The Theme and Message

The song's lyrics reflect a deep sense of gratitude for life’s challenges and the belief that
every hardship leads to a greater purpose. It tells the story of someone who recognizes
that all the broken roads and past struggles ultimately guided them to their true love. This
universal theme resonates with many, making it a beloved anthem for couples and
individuals reflecting on their journey through life.

Why Learn to Play "Bless the Broken Road" on
Guitar?

Learning to play "Bless the Broken Road" on guitar can be a rewarding venture for several
reasons:

« Emotional Connection: Playing this song allows guitarists to express and connect
with the emotions conveyed in the lyrics.

e Skill Development: The song offers a mix of chords and strumming patterns that
can enhance a guitarist's skills.

e Performance Ready: This piece is a crowd favorite, making it perfect for
performances at gatherings, parties, or even casual jam sessions.



e Versatile Arrangement: The song can be played in various styles, from acoustic to
electric, giving musicians the freedom to adapt it to their taste.

Getting Started with "Bless the Broken Road"
Guitar

Before diving into the chords and techniques, it’s essential to gather the right equipment.
Here’s what you’ll need:

Essential Equipment

1. Guitar: Any acoustic or electric guitar will work, but an acoustic guitar is typically
preferred for this song.

2. Capo: A capo is used to change the key of the song, making it easier to play along
with the original recording.

3. Tuner: Ensure your guitar is properly tuned to get the best sound.

4. Sheet Music or Tabs: Having the right tabs or sheet music will guide you through
the chords and structure.

Chords Used in "Bless the Broken Road"

The song primarily revolves around a few basic chords, making it accessible for beginners.
Here are the chords you will need:

e G Major

e D Major

e Em Minor

e C Major



Chord Diagrams

For those unfamiliar with the chords, here’s a simple breakdown of each chord:

- G Major:

- Place your second finger on the third fret of the sixth string (E).
- Place your first finger on the second fret of the fifth string (A).

- Place your third finger on the third fret of the second string (B).
- Place your fourth finger on the third fret of the first string (E).

- D Major:

- Place your index finger on the second fret of the third string (G).
- Place your middle finger on the second fret of the first string (E).
- Place your ring finger on the third fret of the second string (B).

- Em Minor:

- Place your middle finger on the second fret of the fifth string (A).
- Place your ring finger on the second fret of the fourth string (D).
- C Major:

- Place your ring finger on the third fret of the fifth string (A).

- Place your middle finger on the second fret of the fourth string (D).
- Place your index finger on the first fret of the second string (B).

Strumming Pattern

The strumming pattern for "Bless the Broken Road" is relatively simple, making it suitable
for beginners. Here’s a common pattern you can use:

e Down, Down-Up, Up-Down, Up

e Repeat this pattern for each chord change.

Playing "Bless the Broken Road"

Once you have the chords and strumming pattern down, it’s time to put it all together.
Here’s a rough structure of the song:

Verse Structure
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Repeat this structure for each verse.

Chorus Structure
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Repeat this structure for the chorus.

Tips for Mastering the Song

To truly nail "Bless the Broken Road," consider the following tips:

e Practice Regularly: Consistent practice is key to mastering any song. Set aside time
each day to work on it.

e Play Along with the Recording: Use the original track to get a feel for the song's
tempo and dynamics.

e Focus on Emotion: This song is all about conveying feelings. Pay attention to your
dynamics and expressiveness while playing.

e Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your practice can help you identify
areas for improvement.

Conclusion

Learning to play the Bless the Broken Road guitar arrangement not only enhances your
musical repertoire but also allows you to connect with the emotional depth of the song. Its
message of hope and resilience resonates with countless individuals, making it a timeless
piece worth mastering. Whether you play it for yourself, friends, or at an event, the joy of
sharing this beautiful song is sure to leave a lasting impact. Embrace the journey, and
enjoy every strum!



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main chords used in 'Bless the Broken
Road' on guitar?

The main chords used in 'Bless the Broken Road' are G, D, Em, and C.

What tuning is 'Bless the Broken Road' typically played
in?

'‘Bless the Broken Road' is usually played in standard tuning (E AD G B e).

Is 'Bless the Broken Road' suitable for beginner
guitarists?
Yes, 'Bless the Broken Road' is suitable for beginner guitarists as it uses simple chords

and a manageable strumming pattern.

What is the strumming pattern for 'Bless the Broken
Road'?

A common strumming pattern for 'Bless the Broken Road' is down-down-up-up-down-up.

Who is the original artist of 'Bless the Broken Road'?

'‘Bless the Broken Road' was originally recorded by the band Rascal Flatts.

Are there any notable guitar solos in 'Bless the Broken
Road'?

The song features melodic guitar lines, but it doesn't have a prominent guitar solo.
Can 'Bless the Broken Road' be played with a capo?

Yes, you can use a capo on the 2nd fret to play 'Bless the Broken Road' in a higher key,
making it easier to sing along.
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