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Bluesbreakers John Mayall with Eric Clapton is a seminal album that not only defined
the sound of British blues in the 1960s but also served as a pivotal point in the careers of
both John Mayall and Eric Clapton. Released in 1966, the album featured an extraordinary
lineup of musicians and showcased Clapton's virtuosity as a guitarist. This article delves
into the background of the album, its significance, the musicians involved, and its lasting
impact on the music world.

Background of John Mayall and the Bluesbreakers

John Mayall, often referred to as the "Godfather of British Blues," was born on November
29, 1933, in Macclesfield, England. His passion for blues music began in his youth when
he was introduced to the works of legendary artists like Muddy Waters, B.B. King, and
John Lee Hooker. Mayall's desire to bring the American blues sound to the UK led him to
form the Bluesbreakers in 1963.

The Bluesbreakers served as a breeding ground for numerous talented musicians, some of
whom would go on to achieve great success in their own right. The band's lineup changed
frequently, but it was the inclusion of Eric Clapton in 1965 that would lead to their most
celebrated collaboration.

Eric Clapton: The Guitar Hero Emerges

Eric Clapton, born on March 30, 1945, in Ripley, Surrey, was already making a name for
himself as a guitarist with the Yardbirds and later with John Mayall’s Bluesbreakers. His
time with the Yardbirds showcased his incredible talent, but it was his stint with Mayall

that solidified his reputation as one of the greatest guitarists of his generation.

Clapton's style combined elements of blues, rock, and jazz, and he quickly became known
for his emotive playing and innovative techniques. His arrival in the Bluesbreakers marked
a significant turning point for the band, leading to their critically acclaimed album.

The Album: "Blues Breakers with Eric Clapton"”

Released in July 1966, "Blues Breakers with Eric Clapton" was recorded at the famous
Decca Studios in London. The album featured a collection of original songs and covers,
showcasing the band's ability to reinterpret classic blues standards.



Track Listing

1. All Your Love - A fiery opener, this song features Clapton's signature guitar riffs and
heart-wrenching vocals from Mayall.

2. Hideaway - An instrumental track that highlights Clapton's technical prowess and deep
understanding of blues.

3. Little Girl - A blues ballad that showcases the emotional depth of Mayall’s songwriting
and vocal delivery.

4. Another Man - A classic blues tune with a driving rhythm and strong guitar solos.

5. Parchman Farm - A cover of the Mose Allison song that features a catchy melody and
Clapton's dynamic playing.

6. Key to Love - A song that blends blues and rock elements, featuring both vocal and
guitar harmonies.

7.1 Can’t Quit You Baby - A cover of the Willie Dixon classic that highlights the band’s
ability to stay true to the original while adding their unique flair.

8. Have You Heard - A deep blues track that captures the essence of the genre.

9. The Walk - A slower, more contemplative piece that showcases Mayall's keyboard work
and Clapton’s delicate guitar touches.

10. Lonely Years - A poignant closing track that encapsulates the album's emotional
journey.

Production and Sound

The album was produced by Mike Vernon, who played a crucial role in shaping the sound
of British blues during this era. The production quality was top-notch, with a focus on
capturing the raw energy of live performances. Clapton’s guitar was prominently featured
in the mix, allowing listeners to fully appreciate his innovative playing style.

The combination of Mayall's powerful vocals, exceptional keyboard work, and Clapton's
fiery guitar solos created a sound that was both authentic and groundbreaking. The
album's mix of original songs and covers provided a comprehensive overview of the blues
genre, appealing to both die-hard blues fans and newcomers alike.

Significance of the Album

"Blues Breakers with Eric Clapton" is often cited as one of the greatest blues albums of all
time. Its impact on the music scene was profound, influencing countless musicians and
bands in the years that followed. The album is notable for several reasons:

1. A Turning Point in British Blues

The album marked a significant turning point for British blues, helping to establish a
distinct sound that resonated with audiences in the UK and beyond. It showcased the
talents of British musicians who were able to interpret and adapt American blues



traditions while adding their unique influences.

2. Eric Clapton's Rise to Fame

Clapton’s work on this album catapulted him to fame, earning him recognition as one of
the premier guitarists of his time. His innovative playing and ability to convey deep
emotion through his guitar set a new standard for aspiring musicians.

3. The Evolution of the Bluesbreakers

The success of the album solidified the Bluesbreakers as a leading force in the British
blues scene. It also allowed Mayall to continue to attract talented musicians, leading to
future collaborations with artists like Peter Green, Mick Taylor, and others.

Legacy and Influence

The legacy of "Blues Breakers with Eric Clapton" extends far beyond its initial release. The
album has influenced generations of musicians across various genres, including rock,
blues, and even jazz. Some of its notable impacts include:

- Inspiration for Future Artists: Many guitarists cite Clapton’s work on this album as a
major influence on their own playing styles. Artists like Jimmy Page, Jeff Beck, and even
contemporary musicians have acknowledged its importance.

- Revival of Blues in Rock Music: The album played a key role in bringing blues back into
the mainstream rock music scene during the 1960s, paving the way for bands like
Fleetwood Mac and The Rolling Stones to explore blues-infused rock.

- Enduring Popularity: The album remains popular among music enthusiasts, frequently
appearing on lists of the greatest albums of all time. Its songs continue to be covered and
celebrated by artists around the world.

Conclusion

"Blues Breakers with Eric Clapton" stands as a monumental achievement in the realm of
blues music. It encapsulated the essence of the genre while showcasing the remarkable
talents of John Mayall and Eric Clapton. The album not only defined a generation of
musicians but also left an indelible mark on the music industry as a whole. Today, it is
revered as a classic, a testament to the power of blues music and its ability to inspire and
connect with audiences across time and space. Whether you are a lifelong fan or a
newcomer to the genre, this album is an essential listen that continues to resonate and
influence.



Frequently Asked Questions

What year was the 'Bluesbreakers with Eric Clapton'
album released?

The album was released in 1966.

Who was the main artist behind the 'Bluesbreakers'
project?

The main artist was John Mayall.

Which song from the album features Eric Clapton's
iconic guitar work?

'‘Crossroads' is one of the standout tracks featuring Clapton's guitar work.

What impact did 'Bluesbreakers with Eric Clapton' have
on the blues genre?

The album is credited with popularizing the blues genre in the UK and influencing many
rock musicians.

What was the original title of the album before it was
released?

The album was originally titled 'John Mayall's Bluesbreakers featuring Eric Clapton.'

Which label released the 'Bluesbreakers with Eric
Clapton' album?

The album was released by Decca Records.

What musical style is prominent in the 'Bluesbreakers
with Eric Clapton' album?

The album prominently features blues rock.

Who were the other musicians featured on the
'‘Bluesbreakers with Eric Clapton' album?

The album also featured bassist John McVie and drummer Mick Fleetwood.



How did Eric Clapton's involvement with the
Bluesbreakers influence his career?

His work with the Bluesbreakers helped establish him as a leading guitarist and led to his
later success with Cream.

Is 'Bluesbreakers with Eric Clapton' considered a classic
album?

Yes, it is widely regarded as a classic and influential album in the history of blues and rock
music.
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