
boeing 737 systems study guide

boeing 737 systems study guide serves as an essential resource for pilots, engineers, and aviation enthusiasts
aiming to master the intricate systems of one of the world's most widely used commercial aircraft. This
comprehensive guide delves into the major systems that operate the Boeing 737, offering a detailed
understanding necessary for safe operation and maintenance. From electrical and hydraulic systems to
avionics and flight controls, the study guide covers the technical specifications and functional principles that
define this iconic aircraft. Emphasizing clarity and depth, this resource aligns with industry standards and
pilot training requirements. Whether preparing for type rating exams or refreshing technical knowledge,
this Boeing 737 systems study guide equips readers with the expertise to navigate complex aircraft
operations confidently. The following sections break down the aircraft’s key systems in an organized and
accessible manner.

Electrical Systems

Hydraulic Systems

Flight Control Systems

Avionics and Navigation Systems

Fuel Systems

Pneumatic and Environmental Systems

Electrical Systems
The electrical system of the Boeing 737 is a critical component responsible for powering avionics, lighting,
and essential systems throughout the aircraft. Understanding the electrical architecture is vital for
troubleshooting and operational safety. The Boeing 737 utilizes a combination of AC and DC electrical
power sources to ensure redundancy and reliability.

Power Generation
Power is primarily generated by engine-driven generators and an auxiliary power unit (APU). Each
engine is equipped with a main generator producing three-phase 115/200 volts AC power, which feeds the
aircraft’s electrical buses. The APU generator serves as an additional power source during ground



operations or in-flight emergencies.

Electrical Distribution
The electrical distribution system manages power delivery to multiple buses categorized as AC and DC
buses. These buses distribute electricity to systems such as lighting, cockpit instrumentation, and hydraulic
pumps. The system includes automatic transfer switches to maintain power continuity in case of generator
failure.

Battery and Emergency Power
The Boeing 737 is equipped with onboard batteries that provide emergency DC power if all main sources
fail. The emergency power system ensures critical instruments and flight controls remain operational,
allowing the crew to manage the aircraft safely during electrical failures.

Engine-driven main generators

Auxiliary Power Unit (APU) generator

AC and DC electrical buses
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Emergency battery power

Hydraulic Systems
The hydraulic systems in the Boeing 737 provide the necessary force to operate flight control surfaces,
landing gear, brakes, and other mechanical components. These systems translate pilot inputs into physical
movement using pressurized hydraulic fluid.

Hydraulic Power Sources
The aircraft features two primary hydraulic systems, designated as System A and System B, each powered
by engine-driven pumps and electric motor-driven pumps for redundancy. This dual system design
ensures continued hydraulic pressure even if one system fails.



System Components and Operation
Key components include reservoirs, pumps, actuators, and control valves. The hydraulic fluid is stored in
reservoirs and pressurized by pumps to activate actuators that move flight surfaces. System B also powers
the thrust reversers and the standby rudder system.

Monitoring and Safety Features
Hydraulic system performance is monitored through cockpit indications, including pressure gauges and
warning lights. The design incorporates automatic shutoff valves and filters to maintain fluid integrity and
prevent system damage.

Dual hydraulic systems (System A and System B)

Engine-driven and electric motor-driven pumps

Hydraulic reservoirs and actuators
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Flight Control Systems
The flight control systems of the Boeing 737 are engineered to provide precise handling and
responsiveness. These systems include primary and secondary controls that work in conjunction to
maintain aircraft stability and maneuverability.

Primary Flight Controls
Primary controls consist of the ailerons, elevators, and rudder. These surfaces are mechanically linked to
the control yoke and rudder pedals, allowing direct pilot input to control roll, pitch, and yaw movements.

Secondary Flight Controls
Secondary controls include flaps, slats, spoilers, and trim systems. Flaps and slats enhance lift during takeoff
and landing, while spoilers assist in roll control and deceleration. Trim systems help maintain steady flight



attitudes without constant pilot input.

Autopilot and Flight Director Systems
The Boeing 737 is equipped with an advanced autopilot system integrated with the flight director,
enabling automated control of the aircraft along programmed flight paths. This system reduces pilot
workload and enhances operational safety during all phases of flight.

Primary controls: ailerons, elevators, rudder

Secondary controls: flaps, slats, spoilers, trim
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Enhanced flight stability and control precision

Avionics and Navigation Systems
The avionics suite of the Boeing 737 is designed to provide pilots with comprehensive information and
control over navigation, communication, and aircraft monitoring. Modern avionics enhance situational
awareness and flight safety.

Communication Systems
Communication capabilities include VHF radios, HF radios, and satellite communication systems that
facilitate clear and reliable contact with air traffic control and airline operations.

Navigation Systems
Navigation is supported by multiple systems such as GPS, inertial reference systems (IRS), and radio
navigation aids including VOR, DME, and ILS. These systems provide accurate positioning and guidance
throughout all flight phases.



Flight Management System (FMS)
The Flight Management System integrates navigation data with aircraft performance parameters to
optimize flight routes, fuel consumption, and arrival times. Pilots interact with the FMS through a control
display unit located in the cockpit.
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Fuel Systems
The fuel system of the Boeing 737 is engineered to efficiently store, transfer, and manage fuel to the
engines under various flight conditions. Proper fuel system understanding is critical for flight planning and
safety.

Fuel Storage and Tanks
Fuel is stored in wing tanks and a center tank. The system is designed to provide sufficient fuel capacity
for extended flights while maintaining aircraft balance and structural integrity.

Fuel Transfer and Management
Fuel is transferred between tanks using pumps and valves to maintain center of gravity and ensure
continuous engine supply. The system includes crossfeed capabilities allowing fuel to be supplied from
either wing tank to either engine.

Fuel Monitoring and Safety
Fuel quantity indicators, low-level warnings, and shutoff valves are integral to the system, providing pilots
with real-time status and control during fueling and flight operations.



Wing and center fuel tanks
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Safety shutoff valves and fuel filtration

Pneumatic and Environmental Systems
The pneumatic and environmental systems in the Boeing 737 maintain cabin pressurization, temperature
control, and provide bleed air for various subsystems. These systems are essential for passenger comfort and
aircraft performance.

Pneumatic System Overview
Bleed air is extracted from the engine compressors and the APU to power pneumatic devices such as air
conditioning packs, anti-icing systems, and pressurization controls. The system includes valves and
regulators to maintain appropriate pressure levels.

Environmental Control System (ECS)
The ECS manages cabin air temperature, humidity, and ventilation. It uses conditioned bleed air passed
through air conditioning packs and heat exchangers to ensure a comfortable environment for occupants.

Pressurization System
The cabin pressurization system maintains safe atmospheric pressure inside the aircraft during flight. It
automatically adjusts outflow valves to regulate cabin altitude, preventing hypoxia and ensuring structural
integrity.

Engine and APU bleed air sources



Air conditioning packs and heat exchangers

Cabin pressurization and outflow valves
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Environmental controls for passenger comfort

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary systems covered in a Boeing 737 systems study
guide?
A Boeing 737 systems study guide typically covers major aircraft systems including electrical, hydraulic,
pneumatic, fuel, flight controls, avionics, environmental control, landing gear, and autopilot systems.

How does the electrical system operate on the Boeing 737?
The Boeing 737 electrical system uses both AC and DC power sources, including engine-driven generators,
an auxiliary power unit (APU), batteries, and external power. The system ensures continuous power
supply to critical avionics and flight systems through buses and transformers.

What is the function of the hydraulic system in the Boeing 737?
The hydraulic system in the Boeing 737 powers essential flight controls, landing gear operations, brakes,
and thrust reversers. It operates through multiple independent hydraulic systems to ensure redundancy
and reliability.

How are the flight controls configured in the Boeing 737?
The Boeing 737 uses a combination of mechanical, hydraulic, and electronic systems for flight controls.
Primary flight controls include ailerons, elevators, and rudders, which are operated via cables and
hydraulic actuators, with inputs from the autopilot system.

What role does the environmental control system play in the Boeing
737?
The environmental control system (ECS) manages cabin pressurization, air conditioning, and temperature
control to ensure passenger comfort and safety. It uses bleed air from the engines, which is conditioned and



circulated throughout the cabin.

Where can pilots and maintenance crews find comprehensive study
materials for Boeing 737 systems?
Comprehensive Boeing 737 systems study materials can be found in official Boeing manuals, airline
training programs, FAA type rating guides, and specialized aviation training websites that offer detailed
system descriptions, diagrams, and operational procedures.

Additional Resources
1. Boeing 737 Systems Study Guide
This comprehensive guide covers all essential systems of the Boeing 737, providing detailed explanations
and diagrams to aid in understanding. It is designed for pilots, maintenance personnel, and aviation
enthusiasts who want to deepen their knowledge of the aircraft’s mechanical and electronic systems. The
book breaks down complex topics into manageable sections, making it an excellent resource for both study
and reference.

2. Boeing 737 Technical Guide
A thorough technical manual that offers in-depth coverage of the Boeing 737’s systems, including
hydraulics, avionics, electrical systems, and flight controls. This guide is ideal for engineers and technicians
who require a detailed understanding of the aircraft’s design and operation. It includes troubleshooting tips
and maintenance procedures to support practical application.

3. Boeing 737 NG Systems Manual
Focusing on the Next Generation (NG) series of the Boeing 737, this manual provides updated information
on system improvements and modifications. It is tailored for pilots transitioning to the NG model and
maintenance crews responsible for its upkeep. The book highlights differences from earlier 737 versions
and features detailed system schematics.

4. Boeing 737 Cockpit Systems and Operations
This book explores the cockpit layout, instrumentation, and operational procedures associated with the
Boeing 737 systems. It is an excellent resource for pilots preparing for type rating or recurrent training.
The text combines theoretical knowledge with practical examples to enhance system comprehension and
cockpit resource management.

5. Boeing 737 Electrical and Avionics Systems Handbook
Dedicated to the electrical and avionics systems of the Boeing 737, this handbook offers a clear and concise
explanation of system components and their functions. Readers will find detailed descriptions of wiring,
circuit breakers, and avionics equipment. The book is suitable for both technical staff and pilots seeking to
understand the aircraft’s electronic framework.



6. Boeing 737 Hydraulic and Pneumatic Systems Guide
This guide details the hydraulic and pneumatic systems that are vital to the operation of the Boeing 737. It
covers system design, operation, and maintenance, emphasizing safety and efficiency. The book is a
valuable resource for maintenance engineers and technicians working on the aircraft.

7. Boeing 737 Flight Controls and Systems Study
Focusing on the flight control systems, this study guide explains the mechanics and electronics behind the
Boeing 737’s control surfaces. It includes information on autopilot, spoilers, flaps, and related systems. The
guide is designed to support pilot training and technical education programs.

8. Boeing 737 Fuel Systems and Management
This book provides an in-depth look at the fuel systems used in the Boeing 737, explaining fuel storage,
transfer, and management processes. It highlights operational procedures and safety considerations related to
fuel handling. Maintenance personnel and flight crews will find this guide particularly useful.

9. Boeing 737 Emergency and Safety Systems Manual
Covering the emergency and safety systems aboard the Boeing 737, this manual explains fire detection,
evacuation procedures, and other critical safety features. It is designed to prepare both flight and cabin crew
for emergency situations. The text combines regulatory requirements with practical system knowledge to
enhance onboard safety awareness.
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