
born a crime worksheet answers
Born a Crime worksheet answers are essential tools for educators and students
navigating Trevor Noah's memoir, "Born a Crime: Stories from a South African
Childhood." This book not only offers a profound insight into Noah’s life
under apartheid but also serves as a critical examination of race, identity,
and resilience. In this article, we will explore the key themes of the book,
provide a comprehensive guide to the worksheet answers, and suggest ways to
engage with the material for deeper understanding.

Understanding "Born a Crime"

"Born a Crime" is a collection of autobiographical stories that chronicle
Trevor Noah's upbringing in South Africa during the apartheid era, a system
that enforced racial segregation and discrimination. The title itself
reflects Noah's mixed-race heritage—he was born to a Swiss father and a Xhosa
mother, making his existence literally a crime under the laws of apartheid.

Noah's narrative is filled with humor, yet it tackles serious issues such as
racism, poverty, and the complexities of identity. The memoir is divided into
various chapters, each illustrating different facets of his life, from his
relationship with his mother to the challenges of growing up in a divided
society.

Key Themes in "Born a Crime"

Understanding the themes of "Born a Crime" is crucial when completing
worksheets based on the book. Here are some of the primary themes explored in
the memoir:

1. Identity
Noah grapples with his mixed-race identity throughout the memoir. The
societal expectations and prejudices he faced due to his heritage shaped his
understanding of himself and his place in the world.

2. Family and Resilience
Noah’s relationship with his mother, who played a significant role in his
upbringing, highlights the theme of resilience. His mother’s courage and
determination influenced his outlook on life and his ability to overcome
adversity.



3. Racism and Apartheid
The memoir provides a stark portrayal of the impact of apartheid on
individuals and communities. Noah discusses the absurdities of the racial
classifications and the systemic inequalities that permeated South African
society.

4. Humor as a Coping Mechanism
Noah’s use of humor to navigate difficult situations is a recurring motif.
His ability to find laughter amidst hardship serves as a powerful reminder of
the human spirit's resilience.

Born a Crime Worksheet Answers

When working through worksheets related to "Born a Crime," students typically
encounter questions that require them to analyze themes, characters, and
significant events from the book. Below are common types of questions along
with suggested answers.

Character Analysis

Who is Trevor Noah’s mother, and what is her significance in his life?1.

Trevor's mother, Patricia Noah, is a central figure in his life.
She is a strong, independent woman who defied societal norms and
raised Trevor with a focus on education, freedom, and
individuality.

Her resilience in the face of adversity significantly influenced
Trevor’s character development and worldview.

Discuss the relationship between Trevor and his father.2.

Trevor had a limited relationship with his father due to the
apartheid laws that forbade interracial relationships. His father
was mostly absent, which shaped Trevor’s understanding of paternal
figures.

Their relationship highlights the complexities of race and identity
in South Africa.



Theme Exploration

What role does humor play in the book?1.

Humor acts as a coping mechanism for Trevor and serves to
illuminate the absurdities of life in apartheid South Africa.

It allows him to connect with his audience and provides relief in
the face of serious societal issues.

How does Noah illustrate the concept of "born a crime" throughout his2.
stories?

The phrase encapsulates his existence as a mixed-race child in a
society that criminalized his very being.

Noah uses anecdotes to highlight the absurdity of the racial
classifications and the impact they had on his childhood.

Significant Events

Describe a pivotal moment in Noah’s childhood that shaped his identity.1.

One significant moment was when Trevor was thrown from a moving
taxi by his mother to protect him from a gang. This event taught
him about survival and the lengths to which his mother would go to
keep him safe.

What does the story of the "cops and the car" reveal about race2.
relations in South Africa?

This story illustrates the absurdity of racial divisions and how
they influenced everyday interactions and perceptions of safety and
authority.



Engaging with the Material

To deepen understanding and enhance learning while working on "Born a Crime"
worksheets, consider the following strategies:

1. Group Discussions
Engage in group discussions to share different perspectives on the themes and
characters. This collaborative approach can lead to richer interpretations
and insights.

2. Journaling
Encourage students to maintain a journal where they reflect on each chapter.
This can help them connect personally with the material and articulate their
thoughts more clearly.

3. Creative Projects
Incorporate creative projects, such as skits or artwork that reflect the
themes of the book. This allows for a multidimensional exploration of the
text.

4. Research Contextual Background
Understanding the historical context of apartheid and South African culture
can enhance comprehension. Students can research the implications of
apartheid laws and their effects on society.

Conclusion

"Born a Crime" is a powerful memoir that not only recounts Trevor Noah's
unique experiences but also sheds light on broader societal issues. By
exploring the worksheet answers, students can engage deeply with the text's
themes, characters, and significant events. The lessons learned from Noah’s
journey are relevant beyond the pages of the book, encouraging readers to
reflect on their own identities and the complexities of the world around
them. As educators and students work through these worksheets, the richness
of Noah’s narrative will undoubtedly foster meaningful discussions and
insights into the human experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Born a Crime' about?
'Born a Crime' is a memoir by Trevor Noah that explores his childhood growing
up in South Africa during apartheid, highlighting the complexities of race,
identity, and family.

What themes are prominent in 'Born a Crime'?
Key themes include racism, resilience, poverty, family dynamics, and the
impact of apartheid on society and individuals.

How does Trevor Noah describe his relationship with
his mother in the book?
Trevor Noah portrays his mother as a strong, independent woman who raised him
with love and instilled in him the values of education and self-worth, often
challenging societal norms.

What role does humor play in 'Born a Crime'?
Humor is a vital element in 'Born a Crime'; Trevor uses it to cope with
difficult situations, engage readers, and convey serious messages about his
experiences.

What is the significance of the title 'Born a
Crime'?
The title reflects Trevor's birth as a mixed-race child, which was illegal
under apartheid laws, underscoring the absurdity and injustice of racial
classification.

How does Noah illustrate the impact of apartheid on
daily life?
Noah shares personal anecdotes that highlight the absurdities and harsh
realities of living under apartheid, such as the restrictions on movement and
the segregation of communities.

What can readers learn about resilience from 'Born a
Crime'?
Readers can learn that resilience comes from facing adversity with courage,
creativity, and a sense of humor, as demonstrated by Noah's experiences and
his mother's teachings.



What is one of the major turning points in Noah's
childhood?
A major turning point is when Noah's mother takes him out of a dangerous
environment, emphasizing the importance of safety and education in his
development.

How does 'Born a Crime' address the concept of
identity?
The book explores the complexities of identity in a racially divided society,
illustrating how Noah navigates his mixed-race heritage and the perceptions
of others.

What message does Noah convey about the power of
storytelling in 'Born a Crime'?
Noah conveys that storytelling is a powerful tool for understanding and
healing, allowing individuals to share their experiences and connect with
others on a deeper level.
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