
boston bruins goalie history
Boston Bruins goalie history is a rich tapestry woven with triumphs, challenges, and iconic
performances that have shaped the franchise's identity in the National Hockey League
(NHL). Since their inception in 1924, the Bruins have boasted a roster of talented
goaltenders who have not only contributed to the team’s success but have also left an
indelible mark on the history of the sport. This article delves into the evolution of
goaltending in Boston, highlighting key players, memorable moments, and the evolution of
the goaltending position itself within the organization.

Early Years of Goaltending in Boston

The Pioneer Era (1924-1940)

The Boston Bruins were one of the first American teams in the NHL, and their initial
goaltending choices reflected a period of experimentation and growth. The first official
goalie for the Bruins was Tiny Thompson, who played for the team from 1928 to 1939.
Thompson was a pioneer of his position, known for his exceptional reflexes and athleticism.
He helped the team secure their first Stanley Cup in 1929 and was inducted into the Hockey
Hall of Fame in 1959.

- Notable Achievements of Tiny Thompson:
- 3-time NHL All-Star
- 2-time Vezina Trophy winner (1939, 1940)
- Inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1959

Following Thompson, the team saw a succession of goalies, including Frank Brimsek, who
played for the Bruins from 1938 to 1948. Brimsek was another Hall of Famer whose
contributions were pivotal during his tenure. He was known for his calm demeanor and
strong positioning, earning the nickname "Mr. Zero" for his numerous shutouts.

The War Years and Beyond (1940-1960)

World War II interrupted the careers of many athletes, including goaltenders. The Bruins
had to adapt quickly, using several goalies during the war years, including Milt Schmidt and
Gus Bodnar. However, the post-war era saw the emergence of outstanding talent in the net.

- Key Goaltenders in the 1950s:
- Jackie Parker: A versatile player who filled in as a goalie during the 1940s and 50s.
- Don Simmons: Active in the late 1950s, he contributed to the team’s playoff runs.

The 1950s were a transitional period, but the groundwork laid during this time would be
crucial for the team’s future successes.



The Rise of a Dynasty (1960-1975)

The 1960s: Building a Strong Foundation

The 1960s were pivotal for the Bruins, with the arrival of Gerry Cheevers in 1965. Cheevers
quickly established himself as a fan favorite and a formidable presence between the pipes.
His innovative style and ability to read the game made him a key player in the Bruins'
success during this decade.

- Gerry Cheevers' Achievements:
- 2-time Stanley Cup Champion (1970, 1972)
- 2-time Vezina Trophy winner (1969, 1976)
- Inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1985

Cheevers' iconic mask, which featured stitches representing the injuries he sustained,
became a symbol of his toughness and determination. His contributions helped the Bruins
reach the Stanley Cup finals in both 1969 and 1970, where they ultimately triumphed in
1970 against the St. Louis Blues.

The Early 1970s: A Championship Team

The early 1970s saw the Bruins solidify their status as a powerhouse in the NHL. Under the
leadership of coach Harry Sinden, the team boasted an impressive roster that included
legends like Bobby Orr and Phil Esposito. Cheevers remained a cornerstone of the team,
and his goaltending was a critical factor in the Bruins winning back-to-back Stanley Cups in
1970 and 1972.

- Key Moments:
- The 1970 Cup-winning goal by Bobby Orr, famously captured in mid-air.
- The 1972 Cup run where Cheevers' performances were instrumental in shutting down
opponents.

The combination of strong defensive play and offensive firepower made the Bruins a
formidable opponent, with Cheevers at the helm providing stability and leadership.

The Transition Years (1975-1990)

The Late 1970s and 1980s: New Faces in the Net

As the Bruins moved into the late 1970s, Cheevers retired, and the team faced a
transitional period in goaltending. The team cycled through several goaltenders, including
Dave Reece and Glen Hanlon, but none could match Cheevers' legacy.



- Notable Goaltenders from this Era:
- Ron Low: Played for the Bruins in the late 70s.
- Pete Peeters: Became the starting goalie in the early 80s and was instrumental in leading
the Bruins to the playoffs.

Peeters had a standout season in 1983, earning a spot on the All-Star team and helping the
team reach the Stanley Cup finals in 1988, though they fell short to the Edmonton Oilers.

The End of an Era

As the 1980s progressed, the Bruins continued to search for a reliable goaltender. The
franchise brought in Reggie Lemelin, who provided stability during his tenure. Despite some
individual success, the team struggled to replicate the championship glory of the previous
decade.

Modern Era Goaltending (1990-Present)

The 1990s: A New Generation

The 1990s marked the beginning of a new era for the Bruins, with the arrival of Andy Moog
and later Tim Thomas. Moog was part of the team that reached the finals in 1990,
demonstrating his skills and resilience.

- Tim Thomas: A standout goalie who joined the team in the 2000s and became the team's
MVP during their 2011 Cup run. Thomas was known for his unorthodox playing style, which
often bewildered opponents.

Tim Thomas and the 2011 Stanley Cup

Thomas’ performance during the 2011 Stanley Cup Playoffs was nothing short of legendary.
His remarkable saves and leadership helped the Bruins capture their first championship in
39 years. He was awarded the Conn Smythe Trophy for being the most valuable player in
the playoffs.

- Key Achievements of Tim Thomas:
- 2-time Vezina Trophy winner (2009, 2011)
- Conn Smythe Trophy winner (2011)
- Stanley Cup Champion (2011)

Thomas’ legacy remains strong among Bruins fans, and he is remembered as one of the
greatest goaltenders in franchise history.



The Current Era: Tuukka Rask and Beyond

Following Thomas, Tuukka Rask emerged as the Bruins' starting goaltender and quickly
became a fan favorite. Rask was known for his quick reflexes and calm demeanor, leading
the Bruins back to the Stanley Cup finals in 2013.

- Key Achievements of Tuukka Rask:
- Vezina Trophy winner (2014)
- Stanley Cup Champion (2011) as backup to Thomas
- Multiple All-Star selections

Rask’s contributions to the team solidified his status as one of the top goaltenders in the
league. He has continued to be a cornerstone of the franchise into the late 2010s and early
2020s.

Conclusion

The Boston Bruins goalie history is a reflection of the franchise’s evolution and resilience.
From the early days of Tiny Thompson and Frank Brimsek to the modern legends like Tim
Thomas and Tuukka Rask, the goaltenders in Boston have consistently played a crucial role
in the team’s identity and successes. Each era has brought its own unique challenges and
triumphs, helping to forge a legacy that is celebrated by fans and players alike. As the
Bruins continue to compete for championships, the tradition of exceptional goaltending
remains a vital component of their quest for glory. The history of goaltending in Boston is
not just about individual achievements, but also about the passion and dedication that
these athletes bring to the ice, creating unforgettable moments in the rich tapestry of NHL
history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first official goalie for the Boston Bruins?
The first official goalie for the Boston Bruins was Tiny Thompson, who played for the team
from 1924 to 1936.

What notable achievement did Tim Thomas accomplish
during his time with the Boston Bruins?
Tim Thomas won the Vezina Trophy as the NHL's best goalie in 2009 and was instrumental
in the Bruins' 2011 Stanley Cup victory, earning the Conn Smythe Trophy as the playoffs'
most valuable player.



How many games did Tuukka Rask play for the Boston
Bruins before retiring?
Tuukka Rask played a total of 564 regular-season games for the Boston Bruins before
announcing his retirement in 2022.

Which Boston Bruins goalie set a franchise record for
most shutouts?
Tuukka Rask holds the franchise record for most shutouts, with a total of 52 shutouts during
his tenure with the Bruins.

What year did the Boston Bruins win their first Stanley
Cup with a goalie named Frank Brimsek?
The Boston Bruins won their first Stanley Cup in 1939 with Frank Brimsek serving as their
goalie.

Who is the all-time leader in wins among Boston Bruins
goalies?
Tuukka Rask is the all-time leader in wins for Boston Bruins goalies, finishing his career with
306 victories.

Which Boston Bruins goalie was known for his
unorthodox playing style and helped popularize the
butterfly technique?
Dominik Hasek, although primarily known for his time with the Buffalo Sabres, briefly
played for the Boston Bruins in the early 1990s and was known for his unorthodox style,
which influenced many goalies to adopt the butterfly technique.
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