
brad holmes draft history
Brad Holmes draft history is a topic of great interest among NFL fans and analysts,
particularly those who follow the Detroit Lions. As the team's general manager since 2021,
Holmes has changed the trajectory of the franchise through his strategic decision-making
during the NFL Draft. His approach reflects a commitment to building a competitive roster
while also valuing character, talent, and potential. This article will delve into Holmes’ draft
history, analyzing his draft strategies, notable picks, and overall impact on the Detroit
Lions.

Background of Brad Holmes

Before delving into his draft history, it is essential to understand Brad Holmes' background
and how it has shaped his approach to drafting players.

Early Career

- College Education: Brad Holmes attended North Carolina A&T State University, where he
earned a degree in business administration. His academic background laid a foundation for
understanding the complex nature of NFL team management.
- NFL Journey: Holmes began his NFL career in 2003 as an intern in the personnel
department of the Atlanta Falcons. He worked his way up through various roles, gaining
invaluable experience in scouting and player evaluation.

Joining the Detroit Lions

- Appointment: In January 2021, Holmes was hired as the general manager of the Detroit
Lions, taking over a franchise that had struggled for decades.
- Vision: His vision for the team emphasized building through the draft, focusing on a mix of
proven talent and young prospects with high ceilings.

Draft Strategy

Holmes' draft strategy is characterized by several key principles that set the foundation for
his selections.

Best Player Available (BPA)

- Holmes adheres to a BPA philosophy, prioritizing talent over positional needs. This



approach helps to avoid reaching for players and ensures that the team adds the highest
caliber talent available.
- The BPA strategy can lead to a deeper roster, as it allows the team to accumulate players
who can contribute in multiple ways.

Focus on Character and Work Ethic

- Holmes places significant emphasis on a player's character and work ethic. He believes
that talent alone is not enough; players must also possess the right mindset and attitude to
succeed at the NFL level.
- This focus has led to the Lions drafting players known for their leadership qualities and
commitment to improvement.

Notable Draft Classes

Holmes has overseen multiple draft classes since his appointment, each with its own unique
impact on the team.

2021 NFL Draft

- Overview: The 2021 draft was Holmes' first as the general manager, and it laid a solid
foundation for the future of the franchise.
- Key Selections:
1. Penei Sewell (OT, Oregon): Selected 7th overall, Sewell was regarded as one of the best
offensive line prospects in years. His selection reinforced the team's commitment to
protecting their quarterback and establishing a strong offensive line.
2. Levi Onwuzurike (DT, Washington): Chosen in the second round, Onwuzurike brought
versatility and talent to the defensive line, showcasing Holmes’ ability to identify high-
potential players.
3. Amon-Ra St. Brown (WR, USC): A fourth-round pick, St. Brown emerged as a key target
for the Lions' offense, displaying exceptional route-running and hands.

2022 NFL Draft

- Overview: The 2022 draft continued Holmes' trend of selecting players aimed at
addressing both immediate needs and long-term potential.
- Key Selections:
1. Aidan Hutchinson (EDGE, Michigan): The second overall pick, Hutchinson was a standout
at Michigan and brought local excitement to the Lions. His talent and tenacity on the field
made him an instant impact player.
2. Jameson Williams (WR, Alabama): Despite being drafted in the first round, Williams’
recovery from injury meant he would not contribute immediately. However, Holmes
demonstrated foresight in acquiring a player with elite speed and receiving ability.



3. Josh Paschal (EDGE, Kentucky): Taken in the second round, Paschal added depth to the
defensive line and showcased Holmes' commitment to building a formidable pass rush.

2023 NFL Draft

- Overview: The 2023 draft saw the Lions continue to bolster their roster with a mix of
immediate contributors and developmental players.
- Key Selections:
1. Jahmyr Gibbs (RB, Alabama): Drafted 12th overall, Gibbs was a surprising pick but
highlighted Holmes' willingness to innovate and take risks. His speed and versatility as a
dual-threat back can transform the Lions' offense.
2. Jack Campbell (LB, Iowa): A first-round linebacker, Campbell was chosen for his
intelligence and leadership capabilities. This pick underscored Holmes' commitment to
enhancing the defense.
3. Sam LaPorta (TE, Iowa): Another key offensive weapon, LaPorta provided the Lions with a
dynamic option at tight end, showing Holmes' emphasis on surrounding the quarterback
with talent.

Impact on the Detroit Lions

Holmes’ draft history has had a significant impact on the Detroit Lions, affecting both the
roster and the overall culture of the team.

Building a Competitive Roster

- The players selected under Holmes have filled crucial positions and contributed to the
team's competitive standing in the NFC.
- By focusing on a mix of high-impact players and developmental prospects, Holmes has
created a balanced roster capable of competing in the league.

Cultural Shift

- Holmes' emphasis on character and work ethic has changed the team's culture. The Lions
are now seen as a team that values hard work, dedication, and a commitment to
improvement.
- This cultural shift has fostered a sense of accountability among players and staff,
contributing to a more cohesive and motivated team environment.

Looking Ahead

As the Lions continue to evolve under Brad Holmes' leadership, their draft strategy will



remain a focal point for team success.

Future Drafts

- The upcoming drafts will be crucial for the Lions as they aim to build on their recent
successes. Holmes’ ability to identify talent will be tested as the team looks to fill gaps and
enhance its roster depth.
- With a solid foundation already in place, the Lions are poised to make significant strides in
the coming seasons.

Fan and Analyst Expectations

- Fans and analysts alike will be watching closely to see how Holmes continues to navigate
the draft process. His previous selections have generated optimism, and expectations are
high for future drafts.
- The Lions' ability to maintain momentum in the draft will play a critical role in their quest
for playoff success.

In conclusion, Brad Holmes' draft history has established him as a promising general
manager for the Detroit Lions. His strategic approach, emphasis on character, and ability to
identify talent have transformed the franchise and set it on a path toward competitiveness.
As the Lions continue to build their roster through the draft, the impact of Holmes' decisions
will undoubtedly shape the team's future for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Brad Holmes' approach to drafting players?
Brad Holmes focuses on a blend of best player available and filling team needs, prioritizing
character, work ethic, and high football IQ in his draft selections.

Which notable players has Brad Holmes drafted during
his tenure with the Detroit Lions?
Notable draft picks include Aidan Hutchinson, Jameson Williams, and Penei Sewell, who
have all made significant contributions to the team's performance.

How does Brad Holmes' draft history compare to
previous Lions' general managers?
Holmes' draft history has been viewed more favorably due to a focus on building a strong
foundation through young talent, contrasting with previous GMs who often relied on high-
profile trades and free agency.



What strategies has Brad Holmes employed in the later
rounds of the draft?
Holmes has targeted players with high upside and potential in the later rounds, often
selecting athletes who might have been overlooked due to injuries or inconsistent college
performance.

How has the 2022 draft class impacted the Lions'
performance?
The 2022 draft class, highlighted by Aidan Hutchinson and Jameson Williams, has had a
positive impact on the Lions, contributing to improved defensive play and offensive threats.

What trends can be seen in Brad Holmes' draft
selections?
Trends include a preference for players from power conferences and a notable emphasis on
defensive talent, reflecting his commitment to building a strong defense for the Lions.

How does Brad Holmes assess talent during the draft
process?
Holmes utilizes a combination of analytics, extensive scouting reports, and personal
interviews to assess player potential and fit within the team's culture and system.
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