brandon sanderson on writing

Brandon Sanderson on Writing has become a cornerstone for aspiring authors and
seasoned writers alike. Known for his rich world-building, intricate magic systems, and
character-driven narratives, Sanderson has not only captivated millions of readers but has
also generously shared his insights into the writing process. Through lectures, workshops,
and various publications, he has provided a treasure trove of information that can help
authors navigate the complexities of storytelling. This article will explore Sanderson's
philosophies on writing, his practical tips, and the principles that guide his creative process.

Brandon Sanderson's Writing Philosophy

Brandon Sanderson believes that writing is a craft that can be honed through practice,
study, and dedication. His philosophy centers around several key principles:

1. The Importance of Structure

Sanderson emphasizes the necessity of a solid narrative structure. He argues that a well-
organized story is the backbone of effective storytelling. His approach can be summarized
with the following points:

- Three-Act Structure: Sanderson advocates for the classic three-act structure, which helps
writers create a clear beginning, middle, and end.

- Plot Points: Identifying key plot points, including the inciting incident, climax, and
resolution, can help maintain narrative momentum.

- Character Arcs: Aligning character development with the plot can enhance emotional
engagement for readers.

2. The Role of World-Building

A distinctive feature of Sanderson's writing is his meticulous world-building. He believes
that a well-crafted setting can significantly enhance a story. Key elements include:

- Magic Systems: Sanderson is famous for his unique and intricate magic systems. He
believes that rules govern magic, and these rules should be clearly defined to create
consistency.

- Cultural Depth: Richly developed cultures can add layers to the narrative. Sanderson
encourages writers to think deeply about the history, traditions, and social structures of
their worlds.



Practical Tips for Writers

Sanderson's insights extend beyond theory; he also offers practical advice that can help
writers at any stage of their journey.

1. Write Regularly

One of Sanderson's most important pieces of advice is to establish a consistent writing
routine:

- Set a Daily Word Count: Aim for a specific word count each day to build a habit.

- Create a Writing Schedule: Dedicate certain hours of the day to writing, treating it like a
job.

- Embrace the Draft: Understand that the first draft doesn't need to be perfect; revisions
come later.

2. Read Widely and Critically

Sanderson stresses the importance of reading, not just for enjoyment but also to analyze
how stories are constructed:

- Diverse Genres: Explore different genres to understand various storytelling techniques.
- Analyze Structure: Pay attention to how authors build their plots and develop characters.
- Take Notes: Keep a journal to jot down insights and ideas as you read.

3. Seek Feedback

Sanderson encourages writers to share their work with others and seek constructive
criticism:

- Writing Groups: Join local or online writing groups to exchange feedback.
- Beta Readers: Find beta readers who can provide honest opinions on your manuscript.
- Workshops: Participate in writing workshops to gain insights from experienced authors.

Sanderson's "Law of Narrative Causality”

One of the most intriguing concepts introduced by Sanderson is the "Law of Narrative
Causality." This principle states that actions should have consequences, and these
consequences should be logically connected to the events of the story. Here’s how it plays
out:

- Character Decisions: Characters should make decisions that lead to specific outcomes. If a



character chooses to act, there should be a clear and meaningful result of that action.

- Reader Expectations: Readers often anticipate certain outcomes based on narrative setup.
Fulfilling or subverting these expectations can create engaging moments.

- Consistency: Maintaining a consistent set of rules for your world and characters helps
preserve the integrity of the story.

Sanderson's Writing Process

Brandon Sanderson's writing process is as unique as his stories. He employs a variety of
methods that help him develop his ideas and refine his drafts.

1. Outlining

Sanderson is a proponent of outlining before diving into a first draft. He believes that
having a roadmap can guide the writing process:

- Detailed Outlines: Some of his outlines can be quite extensive, detailing chapter-by-
chapter breakdowns.

- Flexibility: While he outlines, he remains open to changes as the story develops during
writing.

2. Revision Techniques

Revision is a crucial phase in Sanderson's process. He advocates for a multi-layered
approach:

- Multiple Drafts: Sanderson typically writes several drafts, focusing on different aspects
with each pass (e.g., character development, pacing, etc.).

- Feedback Incorporation: He emphasizes the importance of integrating feedback from beta
readers and critique partners.

3. Embracing Failure

Sanderson acknowledges that failure is part of the writing process. He encourages authors
to:

- Learn from Rejections: Understand that not every story will resonate with readers or
publishers.
- Keep Writing: Use setbacks as fuel for improvement and motivation to continue writing.



Conclusion

Brandon Sanderson on Writing serves as a guiding light for many aspiring authors
navigating the intricate world of storytelling. His insights, grounded in a deep
understanding of narrative structure and character development, offer valuable tools for
crafting compelling tales. From the significance of world-building to the importance of
feedback and revision, Sanderson's approach emphasizes that writing is both an art and a
craft. By embracing his principles and applying his practical advice, writers can enhance
their skills and create stories that resonate with readers for generations to come. Whether
you're a fan of his works or simply looking for guidance in your own writing journey,
Sanderson's wisdom is an invaluable resource in the quest to tell meaningful stories.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Brandon Sanderson's key principles of world-
building?

Brandon Sanderson emphasizes the importance of logical consistency and depth in world-
building. He believes that a well-developed magic system and cultural background can
greatly enhance the narrative.

How does Brandon Sanderson approach character
development in his stories?

Sanderson focuses on creating relatable characters with clear motivations and growth arcs.
He often uses flaws and strengths to make characters more dynamic and engaging.

What is Sanderson's advice for aspiring fantasy
writers?

Brandon Sanderson advises aspiring writers to read widely, write consistently, and seek
feedback. He encourages them to understand the mechanics of storytelling while also
finding their unique voice.

What is the significance of the 'Sanderson’'s Laws of
Magic'?

The 'Sanderson's Laws of Magic' are principles he created to guide writers in developing
magic systems. They emphasize the need for rules and limitations to maintain tension and
intrigue in the narrative.

How does Sanderson handle plot twists in his novels?

Sanderson is known for his intricate plotting and carefully placed twists. He believes in
foreshadowing and ensuring that plot twists are both surprising and believable, enhancing



the reader's experience.

What role does pacing play in Sanderson's writing?

Pacing is crucial in Sanderson's writing; he balances slow character-driven moments with
fast-paced action sequences. This blend keeps readers engaged while allowing for deeper
emotional investment.

How has Sanderson's writing evolved over the years?

Brandon Sanderson's writing has evolved to include more complex themes and deeper
character exploration. His early works focused on plot-driven narratives, while his later
novels incorporate richer emotional and philosophical elements.
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