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Breaking Night: A Memoir of Forgiveness, Survival, and My Journey from Homeless to Harvard is a
powerful testament to resilience, hope, and the transformative power of education. The author, Liz
Murray, takes readers through her harrowing journey from a life of homelessness in the streets of New
York City to achieving her dream of attending Harvard University. This memoir not only recounts her
struggles but also emphasizes themes of forgiveness and the importance of community support in

overcoming adversity.

Early Life and Homelessness

Family Background

Liz Murray was born in 1980 to parents who struggled with addiction. Her mother, a drug addict, and her
father, an alcoholic, created a tumultuous environment for Liz and her sister. The instability of their

household led to a chaotic childhood marked by neglect and hardship.

- Key Factors Influencing Childhood:
- Parents' substance abuse
- Frequent relocations and instability

- Lack of a stable home environment

Despite the odds stacked against her, Liz showcased an innate desire for education and a better life.

However, as her parents' addiction spiraled, so did Liz's reality.

Life on the Streets

By the age of 15, Liz found herself homeless, navigating life on the streets of New York City. She faced
numerous challenges, including hunger, safety concerns, and a lack of access to basic necessities. Despite

these overwhelming obstacles, her determination to survive never wavered.

- Challenges Faced:
- Finding food and shelter
- Experiencing violence and exploitation

- Coping with isolation and despair

During this dark period, Liz relied on her resourcefulness and resilience. She often sought refuge in public



libraries, where she could access books and continue her education, despite the circumstances surrounding

her.

Turning Point: Education as a Lifeline

Discovering a Passion for Learning

Liz's experience in the public library ignited a passion for learning that would ultimately change the

trajectory of her life. The knowledge she gained there provided a glimmer of hope amid her struggles.

- Influential Experiences:
- Reading books as an escape
- Developing critical thinking and writing skills

- Gaining a sense of purpose

Liz's commitment to her education became her lifeline. She began attending high school at the age of 17,
enrolling in a special program designed for students with non-traditional backgrounds. Here, she discovered

supportive teachers who believed in her potential and encouraged her to pursue her dreams.

Overcoming Adversity
Despite her circumstances, Liz made significant strides in her education. She balanced her studies with the

challenges of homelessness, demonstrating remarkable determination and resilience.

- Strategies for Success:
- Seeking support from teachers and mentors
- Utilizing community resources and shelters

- Staying focused on educational goals

This dedication culminated in her graduating from high school with honors, a feat that many thought

impossible given her background.

Forgiveness: Releasing the Past

The Importance of Forgiveness

A significant theme in Liz's memoir is forgiveness. Throughout her journey, she grappled with feelings of



anger and resentment towards her parents. However, she ultimately realized that holding onto these

feelings was detrimental to her growth.

- Key Moments of Reflection:
- Understanding her parents' struggles with addiction
- Recognizing the impact of forgiveness on her well-being

- Choosing to let go of the past to move forward

Through introspection and support from mentors, Liz learned that forgiving her parents did not mean
condoning their actions. Instead, it was a means of freeing herself from the burdens of her past and

embracing her future.

Building a Support Network

As Liz navigated her path to higher education, she found strength in the relationships she cultivated.

Friends, teachers, and mentors played a crucial role in her journey, offering guidance and encouragement.

- Key Support Figures:
- Teachers who believed in her potential
- Friends from her school who shared similar struggles

- Mentors who provided guidance and resources

These connections not only helped her academically but also emotionally, creating a sense of belonging and

community that Liz had longed for throughout her life.

Harvard: A Dream Realized

Applying to College

With her high school diploma in hand, Liz set her sights on higher education. The application process was

daunting, but her determination propelled her forward.

- Steps Taken:
- Researching colleges and financial aid options
- Crafting a compelling personal statement

- Seeking letters of recommendation from teachers

Liz's journey culminated in her acceptance to Harvard University, a dream that seemed unattainable just a

few years prior.



Challenges at Harvard

While attending Harvard was a significant achievement, it was not without its challenges. Liz faced the

pressures of academic rigor, financial constraints, and the emotional weight of her past.

- Adapting to Ivy League Life:
- Navigating a new and unfamiliar environment
- Balancing academic responsibilities with personal struggles

- Seeking mental health support when needed

Despite these challenges, Liz thrived at Harvard, proving to herself and others that her past did not define

her future.

Lessons Learned and Moving Forward

Resilience and Empowerment

Liz Murray's memoir is a powerful narrative of resilience. Her story exemplifies the strength of the

human spirit and the ability to rise above adversity.

- Key Takeaways:
- The importance of education in transforming lives
- The power of forgiveness for personal growth

- The value of community support in overcoming challenges

Through her experiences, Liz learned that resilience is not just about enduring hardship but also about

embracing change and pursuing one's dreams with unwavering determination.

Inspiring Others

Since graduating from Harvard, Liz has dedicated her life to inspiring others facing similar challenges. She
has shared her story through public speaking engagements, workshops, and advocacy work, emphasizing

the importance of education and support for homeless and at-risk youth.

- Impact on Others:
- Encouraging youth to pursue their education
- Advocating for policy changes to support homeless individuals

- Sharing her story to inspire hope and resilience

Liz Murray's journey from homelessness to Harvard is a testament to the power of forgiveness, survival,



and the pursuit of education. Her memoir, Breaking Night, serves as a beacon of hope for those facing
obstacles, reminding us that no matter how dark the night may seem, dawn will break, bringing with it

the promise of a new day and new possibilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Breaking Night'?

The primary theme of 'Breaking Night' is resilience and the power of forgiveness, illustrating how the

author overcame homelessness and personal struggles to achieve academic success.

‘Who is the author of ‘Breaking Night'?

The author of 'Breaking Night' is Liz Murray, who shares her life story of overcoming adversity.

‘What personal challenges does Liz Murray face in her memoir?

Liz Murray faced numerous challenges, including the loss of her parents to addiction, homelessness, and the

struggle to find stability and education.

How does Liz Murray's experience with homelessness shape her
perspective?

Liz Murray's experience with homelessness shapes her perspective by highlighting the importance of

determination, self-advocacy, and the impact of community support in overcoming life's obstacles.

‘What role does forgiveness play in 'Breaking Night'?

Forgiveness plays a crucial role in 'Breaking Night' as Liz learns to forgive her parents for their

shortcomings, which ultimately helps her heal and move forward in her life.

What motivated Liz Murray to pursue education despite her struggles?

Liz Murray was motivated to pursue education as a means to escape her circumstances and fulfill her

potential, inspired by her desire for a better future.

What is a significant turning point in Liz's journey in 'Breaking Night'?

A significant turning point in Liz's journey is when she decides to take control of her education, enrolling

in a high school for homeless students and ultimately earning a scholarship to Harvard.



How does the memoir address issues of mental health?

The memoir addresses issues of mental health by discussing the emotional toll of homelessness and the

importance of seeking help and support during difficult times.

‘What message does Liz Murray hope to convey through her story?

Liz Murray hopes to convey a message of hope, emphasizing that one's past does not define their future and

that resilience can lead to transformative change.

In what ways has 'Breaking Night' impacted readers?

Many readers have found 'Breaking Night' inspiring and empowering, as it encourages them to overcome

their own challenges and highlights the importance of empathy and understanding for those facing
hardships.
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