
builders of the adytum tarot
builders of the adytum tarot represent a pivotal aspect in the study and practice of esoteric tarot
systems. The Builders of the Adytum Tarot, often abbreviated as BOTA Tarot, is a unique and
profoundly symbolic deck created to serve as a spiritual tool for self-discovery and enlightenment.
This article explores the origins, symbolism, and applications of the Builders of the Adytum Tarot,
shedding light on its connection to occult traditions and its role in modern tarot practice. The detailed
insights into its creators, design principles, and usage provide a comprehensive understanding of why
this deck holds a significant place among tarot enthusiasts and mystics alike. Readers will gain a
deeper appreciation for the Builders of the Adytum Tarot’s rich heritage and practical impact, guiding
them through its structure and esoteric meanings.
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Origins and Historical Background of the Builders of
the Adytum Tarot
The Builders of the Adytum Tarot has its roots in the early 20th century, emerging as part of a
broader esoteric movement focused on spiritual development and mystical knowledge. The deck was
developed by Paul Foster Case, a prominent occultist and teacher, who founded the Builders of the
Adytum organization to promote the study of the Western mystery traditions. The BOTA Tarot was
created as a teaching tool, designed to convey complex mystical concepts through the symbolism of
the tarot archetypes. This tarot deck draws heavily from earlier traditions, including the Rider-Waite-
Smith deck, but it is distinct in its emphasis on Kabbalistic and Hermetic principles. The historical
context of the Builders of the Adytum Tarot is essential to understanding its purpose as a bridge
between ancient wisdom and modern spiritual practice.

Paul Foster Case and the Founding of BOTA
Paul Foster Case was instrumental in shaping the Builders of the Adytum Tarot and the organization
itself. His deep involvement with Freemasonry, Hermetic Qabalah, and various esoteric societies
informed the structure and teachings of BOTA. Case’s vision was to create a system that would allow
serious students to explore the inner dimensions of the tarot beyond fortune-telling, focusing instead
on spiritual illumination and personal transformation. The Builders of the Adytum Tarot was published
alongside a comprehensive curriculum that included lessons on meditation, symbolism, and mystical
philosophy.



Evolution and Influence
Since its inception, the Builders of the Adytum Tarot has influenced many students of the occult and
tarot. The deck’s design and teachings have been preserved and expanded upon by BOTA members,
maintaining a lineage of esoteric study that continues to this day. Its influence extends into various
spiritual communities and has contributed to the resurgence of interest in tarot as a tool for mystical
insight rather than mere divination.

Symbolism and Structure of the BOTA Tarot Deck
The Builders of the Adytum Tarot deck is carefully structured to reflect the esoteric teachings of the
Western Mystery Tradition. The symbolism embedded within the cards serves as a visual language
that connects the user to deeper spiritual truths. The deck consists of the traditional 78 cards,
including 22 Major Arcana and 56 Minor Arcana, but with unique artistic and symbolic interpretations
that align with Kabbalistic correspondences.

The Major Arcana and Kabbalistic Correspondences
The 22 Major Arcana cards in the BOTA Tarot correspond directly to the 22 paths on the Tree of Life in
the Qabalistic system. Each card represents a stage in spiritual development, combining archetypal
imagery with Hebrew letters and astrological symbols. This integration allows practitioners to use the
cards as meditative tools to explore the nature of consciousness and the divine. The symbolism in
these cards is both profound and layered, encouraging continuous study and reflection.

Minor Arcana and Elemental Associations
The Minor Arcana in the Builders of the Adytum Tarot is divided into four suits—Wands, Cups, Swords,
and Pentacles—each associated with one of the four classical elements: Fire, Water, Air, and Earth,
respectively. The cards illustrate the dynamics of everyday life and internal states, offering insights
into emotional, intellectual, and material realms. The pip cards and court cards are designed to
facilitate a deeper understanding of elemental energies and their interaction within the spiritual
journey.

Distinctive Artistic Features
The artwork of the BOTA Tarot deck is notable for its clarity, symbolism, and adherence to esoteric
tradition. The images are designed not only to be aesthetically pleasing but also to function as
mnemonic devices that aid in the memorization and contemplation of complex mystical concepts. The
simplicity yet depth of the illustrations make the deck accessible to beginners while still offering
profound layers for advanced students.

Applications and Uses of the Builders of the Adytum



Tarot
The Builders of the Adytum Tarot serves multiple purposes within spiritual and esoteric disciplines. It
is primarily used as a tool for meditation, self-analysis, and magical work rather than for predictive
readings. The deck’s design supports the development of intuition, spiritual awareness, and personal
transformation. Practitioners use it to deepen their understanding of the Qabalistic Tree of Life,
archetypal energies, and the journey of the soul.

Meditation and Contemplation Practices
One of the core applications of the Builders of the Adytum Tarot is meditation. Each card can be used
as a focal point to contemplate specific spiritual principles or psychological states. This practice aids
in the internalization of mystical knowledge and facilitates direct experiential understanding. The
meditative use of the cards aligns with the BOTA organization’s emphasis on disciplined spiritual
study and inner development.

Spiritual Development and Self-Transformation
The deck acts as a mirror for self-reflection, helping individuals identify subconscious patterns,
challenges, and potentials. By engaging with the symbolism of the BOTA Tarot, users can embark on a
path of self-transformation, uncovering deeper layers of the psyche and spiritual self. The builders of
the adytum tarot promote a holistic approach to personal growth, integrating psychological insight
with mystical practice.

Magical and Ritualistic Use
In addition to meditation and study, the Builders of the Adytum Tarot is utilized in ceremonial magic
and ritual work. The cards correspond to various magical principles and entities, making them
valuable tools in ritual settings aimed at invoking higher states of consciousness or spiritual energies.
The deck’s alignment with Hermetic and Qabalistic systems enhances its effectiveness in structured
magical practices.

Builders of the Adytum Organization: Mission and
Teachings
The Builders of the Adytum organization is a dedicated esoteric school that focuses on the study and
teaching of Western Mystery Traditions. Founded by Paul Foster Case, BOTA’s mission is to provide
serious students with the knowledge and tools necessary for spiritual enlightenment and mastery. The
organization’s teachings emphasize the integration of tarot, Qabalah, astrology, and meditation into a
cohesive spiritual practice.



Curriculum and Study Materials
BOTA offers structured lessons that cover a wide range of mystical subjects, including the symbolism
of the Builders of the Adytum Tarot. The curriculum is designed to guide students progressively,
starting with foundational concepts and advancing toward complex metaphysical ideas. Study
materials often include detailed explanations of tarot cards, Hebrew letters, and meditative
techniques, all aimed at fostering a disciplined spiritual path.

Community and Support
The organization provides a supportive community for members to share insights, participate in group
meditations, and engage in correspondence courses. This collaborative environment nurtures the
builders of the adytum tarot practitioners’ growth by facilitating dialogue and mentorship. BOTA’s
global presence helps ensure that the teachings remain accessible to a broad audience interested in
esoteric wisdom.

How to Work with the Builders of the Adytum Tarot
Working effectively with the Builders of the Adytum Tarot requires dedication and an understanding of
its unique approach to tarot study. Unlike decks primarily used for divination, the BOTA Tarot
encourages methodical study and contemplative practice to unlock its spiritual potential. The
following guidelines can assist beginners and advanced practitioners alike.

Preparation and Mindset
Before engaging with the deck, it is recommended to cultivate a focused and respectful mindset.
Preparing a quiet, undisturbed space conducive to meditation helps maximize the benefits of working
with the cards. The builders of the adytum tarot emphasize the importance of intention, discipline,
and reverence in the study process.

Study and Meditation Techniques
Students are encouraged to study the symbolism of each card thoroughly, using guided lessons or
accompanying texts provided by the BOTA organization. Meditation on individual cards or sequences
can reveal deeper insights and foster spiritual growth. Techniques may include visualization,
journaling, and reflection on the card’s correspondences within the Qabalistic framework.

Integration into Daily Practice
Incorporating the Builders of the Adytum Tarot into daily spiritual or contemplative routines can
enhance ongoing development. This integration might involve daily card draws for meditation,
thematic study cycles, or ritual applications. Consistent engagement helps solidify the teachings and
facilitates the internalization of the esoteric principles embodied in the deck.



Choose a quiet, sacred space for study and meditation

Focus on one card at a time to explore its symbolism in depth

Use journaling to record insights and personal reflections

Participate in BOTA’s lessons or community for structured guidance

Practice patience and persistence, as mastery develops over time

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Builders of the Adytum Tarot?
The Builders of the Adytum Tarot is a tarot deck created by Paul Foster Case and his followers,
designed to be used for spiritual development and occult study within the Builders of the Adytum
organization.

Who created the Builders of the Adytum Tarot deck?
The deck was created under the guidance of Paul Foster Case, an influential occultist and founder of
the Builders of the Adytum (B.O.T.A.) school of mysticism.

What makes the Builders of the Adytum Tarot unique
compared to other tarot decks?
The B.O.T.A. Tarot is unique because it emphasizes esoteric symbolism, Kabbalistic meanings, and is
designed as a teaching tool for spiritual enlightenment rather than just divination.

How is the Builders of the Adytum Tarot used in spiritual
practice?
Practitioners use the B.O.T.A. Tarot in meditation, ritual, and study to deepen their understanding of
the Kabbalah, Hermetic Qabalah, and the archetypes represented in the cards.

Are there any specific instructions for learning the Builders of
the Adytum Tarot?
Yes, the Builders of the Adytum organization provides structured lessons and correspondence courses
to teach students how to work with the tarot deck and understand its esoteric meanings.

What symbolism is prominent in the Builders of the Adytum



Tarot?
The deck incorporates rich Kabbalistic symbolism, Hebrew letters, astrological symbols, and
references to the Tree of Life, reflecting its Hermetic and mystical roots.

Can beginners use the Builders of the Adytum Tarot?
While beginners can use the deck, it is recommended to study alongside the B.O.T.A. lessons or
guidance materials to fully grasp the depth of its symbolism and teachings.

Where can one obtain an original Builders of the Adytum
Tarot deck?
Original B.O.T.A. Tarot decks can be purchased through the Builders of the Adytum official website or
authorized occult bookstores.

How does the Builders of the Adytum Tarot relate to the
Hermetic Qabalah?
The deck is deeply rooted in Hermetic Qabalah, using its correspondences and teachings as a
foundation for the imagery and interpretation of each card.

Additional Resources
1. The Tarot: A Key to the Wisdom of the Ages
This seminal work by Paul Foster Case explores the deep symbolism and esoteric meanings behind
the Tarot cards. It serves as a foundational text for students of the Builders of the Adytum (BOTA)
tradition, blending Kabbalistic teachings with Tarot study. The book provides readers with a
comprehensive understanding of the Tarot as a spiritual and psychological tool.

2. Builders of the Adytum: Correspondence Course Lessons
These lessons, authored by Paul Foster Case, form the core curriculum for BOTA students. Each lesson
delves into the intricacies of Tarot, Qabalah, and meditation practices designed to facilitate spiritual
growth. The course emphasizes disciplined study and practical application of esoteric principles.

3. The Mystical Qabalah
Written by Dion Fortune, this book is frequently recommended by BOTA teachers for its clear
explanation of the Qabalistic Tree of Life. It bridges the gap between theoretical Qabalah and
practical spirituality, complementing the teachings of Builders of the Adytum. Readers gain insight
into the symbolic relationships that underpin the Tarot system.

4. Esoteric Astrology: A Course of Twelve Lessons
Also by Paul Foster Case, this text expands on the astrological correspondences within the BOTA
system. It offers a detailed study of planetary influences and their esoteric significance as they relate
to the Tarot and Qabalah. The book is essential for those seeking a deeper understanding of the
cosmic forces in spiritual development.

5. The I Ching and the Tarot



This book explores the connections between the ancient Chinese divination system, the I Ching, and
the Tarot as taught by BOTA. It highlights universal archetypes and patterns found in both traditions,
enriching the student’s perspective. The work encourages comparative study to enhance intuitive and
divinatory skills.

6. Initiation into Hermetics
Authored by Franz Bardon, this classic on Western esoteric practice aligns well with BOTA’s teachings
on personal transformation. It provides practical exercises in meditation, energy control, and spiritual
initiation, supporting the Tarot and Qabalistic studies of Builders of the Adytum students. The book is
a valuable resource for deepening one’s esoteric practice.

7. The Book of Tokens
Paul Foster Case’s poetic and symbolic meditations on the 22 Major Arcana cards are compiled in this
evocative work. Each “token” corresponds to a Tarot card and serves as a focus for contemplation
and spiritual insight. The book is frequently used within the BOTA study path to deepen the student’s
connection to the Tarot’s mysteries.

8. Qabalistic Tarot: A Textbook of Mystical Philosophy
This text provides an in-depth exploration of the Tarot’s Qabalistic dimensions, complementing BOTA
teachings. It elaborates on the relationships between the Tarot cards, Hebrew letters, and the
Sephiroth of the Tree of Life. The book is useful for students wishing to integrate theoretical
knowledge with practical Tarot work.

9. Tarot and the Path of Initiation
Written by Mark Ryan, this book synthesizes BOTA principles with modern initiatory practices. It offers
guidance on using the Tarot as a map for spiritual development and personal transformation. The text
encourages readers to approach the Tarot as both a meditative and initiatory tool, resonating with
BOTA’s holistic approach.
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