bury my heart at wounded knee quotes

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Quotes is a powerful collection of words that encapsulates
the struggles and resilience of Native American tribes during the late 19th century. Written
by Dee Brown and published in 1970, this seminal work provides a poignant narrative of the
systematic injustices faced by Indigenous peoples in the United States. The book's title
itself is derived from the Wounded Knee Massacre of 1890, a tragic event that symbolizes
the broader struggles of Native Americans against colonization and cultural erasure. In this
article, we will explore some of the most impactful quotes from the book, their context, and
their significance in understanding Native American history.

Overview of the Book

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee is a historical account that focuses on the stories of
various Native American tribes, including the Sioux, Cheyenne, and Apache, among others.
Dee Brown meticulously researched and compiled firsthand accounts, documents, and
narratives to provide a comprehensive overview of the injustices inflicted upon these
communities. The book is divided into chapters, each detailing different tribes and events,
ultimately leading to the tragic events at Wounded Knee.

Key Themes

The book encompasses several themes that are prevalent throughout its narrative:

1. Colonization and Displacement: The relentless encroachment of settlers into Native
American lands led to forced removals and loss of ancestral territories.

2. Cultural Erasure: The systematic efforts to eradicate Indigenous cultures, languages, and
traditions are highlighted throughout the text.

3. Resistance and Resilience: Despite the overwhelming odds, many tribes fought valiantly
to protect their way of life and sovereignty.

4. Historical Injustice: The book serves as a reminder of the injustices faced by Native
Americans, urging readers to acknowledge and confront this dark chapter of history.

Notable Quotes and Their Context

Throughout Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, numerous quotes stand out, each illuminating
the struggles and perspectives of Native Americans during this tumultuous period. Here are
some of the most significant quotes from the book:

1. "l can’t breathe." - The Voice of Resistance



This poighant phrase captures the desperation and suffering experienced by Native
Americans as they faced encroachment and violence. It serves as a metaphor for the
stifling of their cultures and rights. The quote is often used to symbolize the broader
struggle for justice experienced by marginalized groups.

Context: This quote reflects the broader theme of oppression faced by Indigenous peoples
and their fight for survival. It resonates strongly with contemporary movements advocating
for the rights of marginalized communities.

2. "The white man knows how to make money, but he
does not know how to make a good life." - A Critique of
Materialism

This quote reflects the deep-seated philosophical differences between Native American
cultures and Western societies. Indigenous peoples often prioritize community, harmony
with nature, and spirituality over material wealth.

Context: This statement underscores the values of many Native American tribes, who see
the land as sacred and not merely a resource for exploitation. It highlights the cultural clash
that has led to misunderstandings and conflicts between Indigenous peoples and settlers.

3. "They made us many promises, more than | can
remember, but they kept only one. They promised to
take our land, and they took it." - The Broken Treaties

This quote poignantly illustrates the betrayal of trust experienced by Native American tribes
through broken treaties and agreements with the U.S. government. It speaks to the
disillusionment felt by many tribes who believed that treaties would protect their rights and
lands.

Context: Throughout the book, Brown documents the numerous treaties made between the
U.S. government and various tribes, many of which were violated or ignored. This quote
encapsulates the sentiment of betrayal that defined these relationships.

4. "l have seen the white man’s greed destroy the land
and the people.” - A Reflection on Environmental
Degradation

This quote serves as a powerful indictment of the environmental destruction caused by
Western expansion. It emphasizes the interconnectedness of people and the land, a core
belief in many Indigenous cultures.

Context: The theme of environmental stewardship is prevalent in the narratives of Native



American tribes. This quote highlights the consequences of exploitation and the need for a
sustainable relationship with the earth.

5. "If we are to die, we will die here, and we will die
free." - The Spirit of Resistance

This declaration embodies the fierce determination of Native Americans to fight for their
rights and freedoms, even in the face of overwhelming odds. It speaks to their desire for
autonomy and respect.

Context: This quote is significant in the context of various uprisings and battles fought by
Native American tribes, demonstrating their unwavering spirit and commitment to their
cause.

The Legacy of Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee has had a lasting impact on the way Native American
history is understood and taught. The book not only serves as a historical account but also
as a call to action for recognizing and addressing past injustices. Here are a few key
aspects of its legacy:

1. Educational Influence: The book has been widely used in educational settings to teach
about Native American history, encouraging critical discussions about colonization and its
ongoing effects.

2. Cultural Awareness: Brown's work has contributed to a greater awareness of Indigenous
cultures and histories, helping to counteract stereotypes and misconceptions.

3. Inspiration for Activism: The narratives in the book have inspired generations of activists
and scholars to advocate for Native American rights and representation.

Conclusion

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Quotes encapsulate the pain, resilience, and spirit of
Native American tribes during a period of profound change and violence. Dee Brown's
groundbreaking work serves as both a historical document and a powerful reminder of the
injustices faced by Indigenous peoples. By reflecting on these quotes and the themes they
embody, we can gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of Native American
history and the ongoing fight for rights and recognition. As we continue to confront the
legacy of colonization, it is essential to listen to and uplift Indigenous voices, ensuring that
their stories are heard and honored for generations to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee'?

The main theme of the book is the systematic destruction of Native American culture and
the injustices faced by Indigenous peoples in the face of westward expansion.

Which quote from the book highlights the impact of
broken treaties?

'They made us many promises, more than | can remember, but they never kept but
one—they promised to take our land, and they took it."

How does the author, Dee Brown, portray the
perspective of Native Americans?

Dee Brown presents the perspective of Native Americans as a voice of dignity and
resilience, emphasizing their experiences and struggles against oppression.

What does the quote 'The only good Indian is a dead
Indian' signify in the context of the book?

This quote signifies the extreme racism and dehumanization faced by Native Americans,
reflecting the violent attitudes of the time towards Indigenous peoples.

Can you provide an example of a tragic event described
in the book?

The Wounded Knee Massacre is one of the tragic events described, where hundreds of
Lakota Sioux were killed by U.S. soldiers in 1890.

What role do Native American leaders play in the book?

Native American leaders are depicted as courageous figures who fought for their people's
rights and sovereignty, showcasing their resistance against colonization.

What is one of the most powerful quotes from the book
about loss?

'l have seen the white man in his country, and | have seen the Indian in his country, and |
have seen them both, and they are the same.'



How does the book address the concept of cultural
erasure?

The book addresses cultural erasure by documenting the loss of traditions, languages, and
ways of life due to colonization and forced assimilation policies.

What message does Dee Brown aim to convey through
the quotes in the book?

Dee Brown aims to convey the message of empathy and understanding for Native American
history, encouraging readers to acknowledge the injustices faced by Indigenous peoples.

How does 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' impact
contemporary discussions about Indigenous rights?

The book has a significant impact on contemporary discussions by raising awareness of
historical injustices and advocating for the recognition of Indigenous rights and sovereignty.
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