bury my heart in wounded knee

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee is a powerful historical narrative written by
Dee Brown, published in 1970. The book chronicles the systematic displacement
and destruction of Native American tribes in the late 19th century,
particularly focusing on the events leading up to and following the infamous
Wounded Knee Massacre of 1890. This seminal work has become a cornerstone in
Native American history and literature, providing a voice to the often-
overlooked perspectives of Indigenous peoples. Through detailed accounts and
extensive research, Brown aims to give readers a deeper understanding of the
struggles faced by Native American tribes during a time of significant
turmoil and change.

Historical Context

To fully appreciate the significance of "Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee," it
is essential to understand the historical context in which it was written.
The book covers a period from the 1860s to the 1890s when westward expansion
by European settlers led to the forced removal of Native Americans from their
ancestral lands.

The Impact of Westward Expansion

The westward migration was driven by various factors, including:

1. The Gold Rush: The discovery of gold in California in 1848 prompted
thousands of settlers to move west, often at the expense of Indigenous lands.
2. The Transcontinental Railroad: Completed in 1869, the railroad facilitated
the movement of settlers and military forces, further encroaching on Native
American territories.

3. Manifest Destiny: The belief that Americans were destined to expand across
the continent justified the displacement of Native tribes.

These developments had devastating effects on Native communities, leading to
broken treaties, loss of land, and violent confrontations.

Structure of the Book

"Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee" is structured chronologically and
thematically, with each chapter focusing on different tribes and key events
in their histories. Brown meticulously details the experiences of several
tribes, including:

- The Sioux

— The Cheyenne
— The Nez Perce
— The Apache

Each chapter serves as a standalone narrative, yet collectively they paint a
broader picture of the Native American experience during this tumultuous
period.



Key Themes

The book addresses several critical themes, including:

— Colonialism and Displacement: The narrative showcases how European settlers
systematically displaced Native populations, often through violent means.

— Resistance and Resilience: Despite overwhelming odds, many tribes resisted
the encroachment of settlers and fought to maintain their way of life.

— Cultural Erasure: The book highlights the efforts to erase Native cultures,
languages, and traditions through policies such as forced assimilation and
boarding schools.

Significant Events and Narratives

Brown's work is rich with detailed accounts of significant events that shaped
the fate of Native Americans. Some of the key narratives include:

The Sand Creek Massacre (1864)

This tragic event involved the killing of over 150 Cheyenne and Arapaho
people, most of whom were women and children, by Colorado U.S. Volunteer
Cavalry. The massacre was brutal and widely condemned; however, it marked a
turning point in the relationship between Native Americans and the U.S.
government.

The Battle of Little Bighorn (1876)

Also known as Custer's Last Stand, this battle was a significant victory for
the Lakota Sioux and Cheyenne tribes against the U.S. Army. The defeat of
General George Custer's forces highlighted the military prowess of Native
Americans and served as a rallying point for Indigenous resistance.

The Nez Perce War (1877)

Led by Chief Joseph, the Nez Perce attempted to escape to Canada rather than
be confined to a reservation. The conflict ended tragically with the
surrender of Chief Joseph, who famously stated, "I will fight no more
forever." This war exemplified the struggles of Native Americans to maintain
their autonomy in the face of relentless government pressure.

The Wounded Knee Massacre (1890)

The book culminates in the Wounded Knee Massacre, where U.S. troops killed
over 300 Sioux men, women, and children. This event symbolized the end of the
Indian Wars and is often regarded as the tragic conclusion to the long
history of conflict between Native Americans and the United States
government.



Literary Style and Impact

Dee Brown's writing style in "Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee" is characterized
by its clarity, emotional resonance, and extensive use of primary sources.
Brown incorporates firsthand accounts, letters, and testimonies from both
Native Americans and government officials, which lend authenticity and depth
to the narratives.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, "Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee" received critical acclaim
and has since become a classic of American literature. Many praised Brown for
highlighting the injustices faced by Native Americans, while others
criticized the book for its lack of a scholarly approach. Despite mixed
reviews, 1its impact on public consciousness regarding Native American history
is undeniable.

Legacy

The book has had a lasting legacy, influencing subsequent generations of
historians, educators, and activists. It has sparked discussions about:

— The need for a more inclusive historical narrative that recognizes the

experiences of marginalized groups.

— The ongoing implications of colonialism and its effects on contemporary
Native American communities.

— The importance of preserving Native American culture and history in the
face of modernization.

Conclusion

"Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee" stands as a poignant reminder of the
struggles faced by Native Americans throughout U.S. history. By providing a
platform for Indigenous voices and retelling their stories, Dee Brown's work
has contributed significantly to our understanding of America’s past. It
challenges readers to confront the darker aspects of history and inspires a
deeper appreciation for the resilience and richness of Native American
cultures. As society continues to grapple with issues of race, identity, and
justice, this book remains an essential text for anyone seeking to comprehend
the complexities of American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee'?

The main theme of 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' is the systemic injustice
and brutal treatment of Native Americans during the westward expansion of the



United States, highlighting their struggles and resistance against
colonization.

Who is the author of 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee'
and what motivated him to write it?

The author of 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' is Dee Brown. He was motivated
to write the book to provide a comprehensive account of Native American
history from their perspective, countering the dominant narratives that often
overlooked their experiences.

How does 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' impact
contemporary discussions on Native American rights?

The book has significantly impacted contemporary discussions on Native
American rights by raising awareness of historical injustices, promoting
understanding of Indigenous perspectives, and influencing movements for
sovereignty and reparations.

What historical events are highlighted in 'Bury My
Heart at Wounded Knee'?

The book highlights several key historical events, including the Sand Creek
Massacre, the Battle of Little Bighorn, and the Wounded Knee Massacre,
illustrating the violent confrontations between Native Americans and U.S.
government forces.

What narrative style does Dee Brown use in 'Bury My
Heart at Wounded Knee'?

Dee Brown employs a documentary-style narrative in 'Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee, ' using a combination of historical accounts, eyewitness testimonies,
and primary sources to convey the experiences of Native Americans.

How has 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' influenced
popular culture?

The book has influenced popular culture through its adaptations into film and
television, as well as inspiring various artistic and literary works that
address themes of Indigenous identity, history, and rights.
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