
butch cassidy and the wild bunch
Butch Cassidy and the Wild Bunch are synonymous with the romanticized image
of the American outlaw in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This
notorious gang, led by the charismatic and cunning Robert Leroy Parker,
better known as Butch Cassidy, became legendary for their daring heists,
thrilling escapades, and their eventual flight from the law. In this article,
we will delve into the origins of Butch Cassidy, the formation and adventures
of the Wild Bunch, their criminal exploits, and their ultimate fate.

Origins of Butch Cassidy

Butch Cassidy was born on April 13, 1866, in Beaver, Utah. He grew up in a
large family of Scottish descent and was taught the values of hard work and
self-reliance. However, Cassidy was drawn to a life of adventure and
excitement, which eventually led him down a path of crime.

- Early Life:
- Cassidy was raised in a poor farming family.
- He worked various jobs, including as a butcher, which led to his nickname
"Butch."
- By his late teens, he was already involved in petty thefts and horse
rustling.

- First Criminal Activities:
- His criminal career began in earnest when he joined a group of outlaws
known as the "Innocents."
- He quickly learned the trade of train and bank robbery, honing his skills
for what would become his lifelong career.

Formation of the Wild Bunch

In the late 1890s, Butch Cassidy, along with fellow outlaws, formed a gang
that would come to be known as the Wild Bunch. The gang was known for its
members' distinctive personalities and their ability to execute elaborate
heists.

Key Members of the Wild Bunch

The Wild Bunch featured several notable outlaws, each contributing to the
gang's notoriety:

1. Harry Longabaugh (The Sundance Kid): Cassidy’s closest partner and a



skilled robber, he was known for his sharpshooting and charm.
2. Etta Place: Sundance Kid's lover and a significant figure in the gang, she
played a role in various heists and adventures.
3. Kid Curry (Harvey Logan): Renowned for his violent temperament and
exceptional marksmanship, he was one of the gang's most feared members.
4. Flat-Nose George Currie: A skilled safecracker, he was instrumental in
many of the gang's robberies.
5. Will Carver: Known for his quick draw and loyalty to Cassidy.

Criminal Exploits of the Wild Bunch

The Wild Bunch became infamous for their bold and audacious crimes,
particularly bank and train robberies. They executed their heists with
meticulous planning, often using the element of surprise to evade law
enforcement.

Notable Heists

1. The Wilcox Train Robbery (1899):
- The Wild Bunch hijacked a Union Pacific train near Wilcox, Wyoming.
- They made off with approximately $30,000 in cash and valuables.

2. The First National Bank of Winnemucca (1900):
- This robbery was one of the largest in the West at the time, netting the
gang about $60,000.
- The heist was executed with military precision, allowing the gang to escape
without casualties.

3. The Bank of Snowflake (1901):
- The gang targeted this small-town bank, showcasing their ability to hit
both small and large institutions.
- They managed to escape with substantial loot, further solidifying their
reputation.

4. The Great Train Robbery of 1903:
- In another daring heist, Butch Cassidy and the Wild Bunch derailed a train
and stole over $70,000.
- This robbery caught national attention and made them infamous across the
United States.

Life on the Run

Despite their successes, the Wild Bunch's criminal activities attracted the
attention of law enforcement, leading to a relentless manhunt. As pressure
mounted, Cassidy and his gang were forced to adapt and change locations



frequently.

Escaping to South America

By 1901, the heat from law enforcement became unbearable, and Cassidy, along
with Sundance Kid and Etta Place, decided to flee to South America. They
initially settled in Argentina, where they tried to live a quieter life,
taking up ranching. However, their past continued to haunt them.

- Life in Argentina:
- The trio attempted to blend into the local culture, using false names.
- They engaged in cattle ranching, but the thrill of their past lives
beckoned them.

- Return to Crime:
- Faced with financial difficulties, Cassidy and Sundance returned to their
criminal ways, attempting to rob a local bank.
- Their plans, however, were met with failure, leading to their eventual
downfall.

Legacy and Mythology

Butch Cassidy and the Wild Bunch have left an indelible mark on American
culture, becoming symbols of the outlaw spirit. Their story has been
romanticized in films, literature, and folklore.

Media Representations

1. Film:
- "Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid" (1969) is perhaps the most famous film
portraying their lives, starring Paul Newman and Robert Redford.
- The film depicted their adventures with a blend of humor, drama, and a
touch of the tragic.

2. Literature:
- Numerous books have been written about their exploits, including
biographies and fictionalized accounts that explore their lives and the
mythos surrounding them.

3. Folklore:
- The duo has become legendary figures, often depicted as Robin Hood-like
characters, stealing from the rich and living life on the edge.



The Mysterious End

The ultimate fate of Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid remains shrouded in
mystery. According to popular accounts, they were killed in a shootout with
Bolivian authorities in 1908, but the details surrounding their deaths are
unclear and subject to speculation.

- Alternative Theories:
- Some believe that Cassidy and Sundance survived the shootout and returned
to the United States under assumed identities.
- Numerous reports have claimed sightings of Cassidy in the U.S. long after
his supposed death.

Conclusion

Butch Cassidy and the Wild Bunch represent a fascinating chapter in American
history, embodying the spirit of rebellion and adventure. Their exploits,
marked by audacity and charisma, have captivated generations, transforming
them from mere criminals into cultural icons. The legacy of Butch Cassidy
serves as a reminder of the complexities of the human spirit, where crime,
romance, and adventure intertwine in the annals of history. Whether they met
a violent end or lived out their days in anonymity, the legend of Butch
Cassidy and the Wild Bunch will undoubtedly endure for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Butch Cassidy and what was his real name?
Butch Cassidy was an American outlaw and leader of the Wild Bunch gang, known
for his bank and train robberies. His real name was Robert Leroy Parker.

What was the Wild Bunch known for?
The Wild Bunch was known for its daring robberies, effective planning, and a
code of conduct that emphasized loyalty and camaraderie among its members.

When did Butch Cassidy and the Wild Bunch become
active?
Butch Cassidy and the Wild Bunch became active in the late 1890s, with their
criminal exploits peaking in the early 1900s.



What is the significance of the Hole in the Wall
Gang?
The Hole in the Wall Gang was a subgroup of the Wild Bunch that used the Hole
in the Wall in Wyoming as a hideout. It was significant for its strategic
location and as a base for planning robberies.

What happened to Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
in Bolivia?
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid were reportedly killed in a shootout with
Bolivian soldiers in 1908, although their deaths have been the subject of
speculation and debate.

How did Butch Cassidy's lifestyle influence popular
culture?
Butch Cassidy's lifestyle as a charming outlaw and his adventurous escapades
have inspired numerous films, books, and songs, cementing his legacy in
American folklore.

What are some popular films about Butch Cassidy and
the Wild Bunch?
Notable films include 'Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid' (1969) starring
Paul Newman and Robert Redford, and 'The Wild Bunch' (1969) directed by Sam
Peckinpah.

How did Butch Cassidy's background influence his
criminal career?
Butch Cassidy grew up in a poor family and learned skills in ranching and
horse riding, which facilitated his transition into a life of crime and
leadership in the Wild Bunch.
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