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Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality
is a pivotal resource authored by Richard M. Gargiulo. The fourth edition,
published in January 2010, provides a comprehensive overview of special
education, emphasizing the importance of understanding exceptionality in
today's diverse educational landscape. This article delves into the key
themes, updates, and significance of this work in promoting inclusive
education practices.

Understanding Exceptionality

At the core of Gargiulo’s text is the concept of exceptionality, which
encompasses a wide range of conditions that may affect learning. These
include but are not limited to:

Learning disabilities

Emotional and behavioral disorders

Intellectual disabilities

Physical disabilities

Giftedness

The book serves as an introduction to these conditions, explaining their
implications for students, educators, and society. By addressing these varied
aspects of exceptionality, Gargiulo lays the groundwork for a deeper
understanding of the unique needs of exceptional learners.

Historical Context of Special Education

To appreciate the contemporary landscape of special education, it is
essential to examine its historical evolution. Gargiulo traces the
development of special education from its early beginnings, characterized by



segregation and institutionalization, to the current movement towards
inclusion and equity. Key milestones include:

The establishment of public education for children with disabilities in1.
the late 19th century.

The enactment of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)2.
in 1975, which mandated free and appropriate public education for all
students with disabilities.

The push for inclusive practices that integrate exceptional students3.
into general education classrooms.

These historical developments have shaped the policies and practices that
govern special education today.

Current Trends and Practices in Special
Education

In the fourth edition, Gargiulo highlights several contemporary trends that
influence the field of special education. These include:

1. Inclusion and Mainstreaming

Inclusion refers to the practice of placing students with disabilities in
general education classrooms alongside their peers without disabilities.
Gargiulo discusses the benefits and challenges of inclusive education,
emphasizing the need for appropriate support systems to ensure success for
all learners.

2. Response to Intervention (RTI)

RTI is a multi-tiered approach to identifying and supporting students with
learning difficulties. Gargiulo explains how this framework allows educators
to provide early interventions and monitor student progress, thereby reducing
the need for special education referrals.

3. Technology in Special Education

The integration of technology has significantly transformed special



education. Gargiulo examines the various tools and resources available to
support exceptional learners, including assistive technology, software
programs, and online learning platforms. These innovations have enhanced
accessibility and engagement for students with diverse needs.

The Role of Educators in Special Education

Educators play a crucial role in the success of students with
exceptionalities. Gargiulo emphasizes the importance of professional
development and training for teachers to effectively address the needs of
diverse learners. Key competencies include:

Understanding different types of exceptionalities and their
implications.

Developing individualized education plans (IEPs) tailored to each
student’s needs.

Implementing evidence-based instructional strategies that promote
engagement and learning.

Collaborating with families and specialists to create a supportive
educational environment.

By equipping educators with the necessary skills and knowledge, Gargiulo aims
to foster an educational atmosphere that values diversity and promotes
success for all students.

The Importance of Family and Community
Involvement

Gargiulo underscores the significance of involving families and communities
in the education of students with exceptionalities. Effective collaboration
between teachers, families, and community resources can lead to improved
outcomes for students. Strategies for fostering this partnership include:

Encouraging open communication between educators and families.1.

Involving families in the development of IEPs and educational2.
strategies.

Connecting families with community resources and support networks.3.



By actively engaging families and communities, educators can create a
comprehensive support system that enhances the educational experience for
exceptional learners.

Challenges in Special Education

Despite the progress made in the field of special education, Gargiulo
acknowledges several ongoing challenges:

1. Funding and Resources

Many schools face limitations in funding and resources dedicated to special
education. Gargiulo discusses how these constraints can hinder the
implementation of effective programs and services for students with
exceptionalities.

2. Stigma and Misunderstanding

Stigma surrounding disabilities can lead to misunderstanding and bias, both
within the educational system and in society as a whole. Gargiulo emphasizes
the need for awareness and education to combat stereotypes and promote
acceptance.

3. Teacher Preparation

While progress has been made in teacher training, Gargiulo notes that many
educators still feel unprepared to work with students with exceptionalities.
Ongoing professional development and support are essential to address this
gap.

The Future of Special Education

Looking ahead, Gargiulo envisions a future where special education continues
to evolve in response to the needs of exceptional learners. Key areas of
focus include:

Increased emphasis on inclusive practices that benefit all students.

Continued integration of technology to enhance learning opportunities.



Greater collaboration between educators, families, and community
resources.

Ongoing research to inform best practices and policies in special
education.

By fostering an inclusive and supportive educational environment, Gargiulo
believes that society can better serve the needs of exceptional learners.

Conclusion

Richard M. Gargiulo’s Special Education in Contemporary Society: An
Introduction to Exceptionality (4th edition) serves as an essential resource
for understanding the complexities of special education in today’s diverse
society. By exploring the historical context, current trends, and future
directions of the field, Gargiulo equips educators, families, and
policymakers with the knowledge needed to support exceptional learners
effectively. As the landscape of education continues to change, embracing
diversity and promoting inclusivity will remain critical for fostering
equitable learning opportunities for all students.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Richard M. Gargiulo's
'Special Education in Contemporary Society'?
The book focuses on the principles and practices of special education,
exploring the various aspects of exceptionality and how they are addressed in
contemporary educational settings.

How does the 4th edition of 'Special Education in
Contemporary Society' differ from previous editions?
The 4th edition includes updated research, current practices in special
education, and new chapters that address emerging issues in the field,
reflecting the latest trends and policies.

What are some key topics covered in the book
regarding exceptionality?
Key topics include definitions of exceptionality, identification processes,
instructional strategies, legal aspects of special education, and the role of
families and communities.



How does the book address the role of inclusive
education?
Gargiulo emphasizes the importance of inclusive education, discussing
strategies for integrating students with exceptionalities into general
education classrooms and the benefits of such practices.

What legal frameworks are discussed in relation to
special education?
The book covers important legal frameworks such as the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act,
explaining their impact on educational practices.

What instructional strategies are recommended for
teachers working with exceptional students?
The book recommends differentiated instruction, individualized education
plans (IEPs), and collaborative teaching approaches to effectively meet the
diverse needs of exceptional students.

In what ways does Gargiulo highlight the importance
of family involvement in special education?
Gargiulo highlights that family involvement is crucial for student success,
advocating for active participation in the IEP process and collaboration
between families and educators.

What role do societal attitudes play in the context
of special education, according to the book?
The book discusses how societal attitudes towards disability can influence
educational practices and policies, stressing the need for advocacy and
awareness to promote acceptance and support.

What resources does the book provide for further
learning about special education?
The book includes a variety of resources such as references to research
articles, websites, and organizations that support educators and families in
the field of special education.
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