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Calculating percent by mass volume chem worksheet 15 2 is an essential topic in chemistry
that helps students understand how to express concentrations of solutions. This concept is
particularly important in laboratory settings where accurate measurements and calculations are
crucial for experiments and analyses. In this article, we will explore the principles behind percent by
mass volume, methods for calculating it, examples to illustrate the concept, and some practice
problems to reinforce your understanding.

Understanding Percent by Mass Volume

Percent by mass volume (often abbreviated as % m/v) is a way to express the concentration of a
solution. It indicates the mass of solute (in grams) present in a specific volume of solution (in
milliliters). The formula for calculating percent by mass volume is:

\[ \text{Percent by mass volume} = \left( \frac{\text{mass of solute (g)}}{\text{volume of solution
(mL)}} \right) \times 100\]

For example, if you dissolve 10 grams of salt in 200 mL of water, the % m/v would be calculated as
follows:

\[ \text{Percent by mass volume} = \left( \frac{10 \, \text{g}}{200 \, \text{mL}} \right) \times 100 =
5\%\]

This calculation shows that there are 5 grams of solute in every 100 mL of solution.

Importance of Percent by Mass Volume

Understanding and calculating percent by mass volume is crucial for several reasons:

1. Standardization: Many laboratory protocols require solutions to be prepared at specific
concentrations. Knowing how to calculate % m/v ensures that solutions are standardized for
experiments.

2. Reproducibility: Accurate calculations allow researchers to reproduce results. If everyone uses
the same concentration, the results can be compared and validated.

3. Safety: In many cases, the concentration of a solution can determine its safety. For example, a
higher concentration of a chemical may require more stringent safety precautions.

4. Application in Various Fields: Percent by mass volume calculations are not limited to chemistry;
they are also utilized in fields such as biology, medicine, and environmental science.



Steps to Calculate Percent by Mass Volume

To calculate percent by mass volume, follow these steps:

Step 1: Determine the Mass of the Solute

- Measure the mass of the solute using a balance. Ensure that the balance is calibrated for accuracy.
- Record the mass in grams.

Step 2: Measure the Volume of the Solution

- Use a graduated cylinder or volumetric flask to measure the total volume of the solution.
- Record the volume in milliliters (mL).

Step 3: Apply the Formula

- Substitute the mass of the solute and the volume of the solution into the formula for percent by
mass volume.
- Perform the calculation to find the % m/v.

Step 4: Interpret the Results

- Understand what the calculated % m/v means in the context of your experiment or application.

Examples of Calculating Percent by Mass Volume

Let’s explore a few examples to clarify the concept further.

Example 1: Simple Calculation

Problem: You dissolve 15 grams of sugar in enough water to make 250 mL of solution. What is the
percent by mass volume of the sugar solution?

Solution:
1. Mass of solute (sugar) = 15 g
2. Volume of solution = 250 mL
3. Using the formula:



\[ \text{Percent by mass volume} = \left( \frac{15 \, \text{g}}{250 \, \text{mL}} \right) \times 100 =
6\%\]

Thus, the percent by mass volume of the sugar solution is 6%.

Example 2: Dilution Calculation

Problem: You have a solution that is 20% m/v sodium chloride (NaCl). If you have 50 mL of this
solution, how many grams of NaCl are present?

Solution:
1. We know that % m/v = 20%
2. Volume of solution = 50 mL
3. Rearranging the formula to find the mass of NaCl:

\[ \text{mass of solute} = \left( \frac{\text{Percent by mass volume} \times \text{Volume of
solution}}{100} \right)\]

\[ \text{mass of NaCl} = \left( \frac{20 \times 50}{100} \right) = 10 \, \text{g}\]

Therefore, there are 10 grams of sodium chloride in 50 mL of the solution.

Practice Problems

To enhance your understanding of calculating percent by mass volume, try solving the following
practice problems:

1. You have a solution containing 25 grams of potassium chloride (KCl) dissolved in 500 mL of water.
What is the percent by mass volume of the KCl solution?

2. A laboratory technician prepares a saline solution by dissolving 9 grams of NaCl in enough water
to make 1 liter (1000 mL) of solution. Calculate the % m/v of the saline solution.

3. If a solution has a % m/v of 15% and the volume is 300 mL, how many grams of solute are present
in the solution?

4. A chemist needs to prepare a 5% m/v solution of hydrochloric acid (HCl). How many grams of HCl
are required to make 200 mL of this solution?

Conclusion

Calculating percent by mass volume is a fundamental skill in chemistry that aids in the preparation
and understanding of solution concentrations. By grasping the concept and practicing calculations,
students and professionals can ensure accuracy in their work. Whether in a classroom, laboratory, or
fieldwork setting, mastery of % m/v calculations is invaluable for effective scientific communication



and experimentation. Remember to follow the steps outlined in this article, and practice regularly to
become proficient in calculating percent by mass volume.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the formula for calculating percent by mass volume?
The formula for calculating percent by mass volume is: % mass/volume = (mass of solute (g) /
volume of solution (mL)) × 100.

How do you convert grams of solute to milliliters of solution
for percent by mass volume calculations?
To convert grams of solute to milliliters of solution, you need to know the density of the solution. Use
the formula: volume (mL) = mass (g) / density (g/mL).

In a solution with 15 g of solute in 500 mL of solution, what is
the percent by mass volume?
Using the formula: % mass/volume = (15 g / 500 mL) × 100 = 3%.

What is the significance of calculating percent by mass
volume in chemistry?
Calculating percent by mass volume helps to understand the concentration of a solution, which is
crucial for reactions, dilutions, and preparing solutions in laboratory settings.

How can you increase the percent by mass volume of a
solution?
To increase the percent by mass volume, you can either increase the mass of the solute or decrease
the volume of the solution.

Is percent by mass volume the same as percent by mass?
No, percent by mass refers to the mass of solute relative to the total mass of the solution, while
percent by mass volume involves the mass of solute relative to the volume of the solution.

How do you interpret a percent by mass volume of 10%?
A percent by mass volume of 10% means that there are 10 grams of solute in every 100 mL of
solution.



What units are commonly used in percent by mass volume
calculations?
The common units used in percent by mass volume calculations are grams (g) for mass and
milliliters (mL) for volume.
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