
california attorney bar exam
California attorney bar exam is a crucial milestone for aspiring lawyers in
the Golden State. As one of the most challenging bar examinations in the
United States, it plays a significant role in determining who can practice
law in California. This article will delve into various aspects of the
California attorney bar exam, including its structure, preparation tips, and
essential resources, to help you navigate this important journey.

Overview of the California Attorney Bar Exam

The California attorney bar exam is administered by the State Bar of
California and is held twice a year, typically in February and July. It
assesses candidates on their knowledge of both state and federal law, as well
as their ability to apply legal principles to real-world scenarios. Passing
the exam is a requirement to gain admission to the California State Bar and
to practice law in the state.

Structure of the Exam

The California attorney bar exam consists of three main components:

Multistate Bar Examination (MBE): This is a standardized, multiple-1.
choice test that covers seven areas of law: Constitutional Law,
Contracts, Criminal Law and Procedure, Evidence, Real Property, Torts,
and Civil Procedure. The MBE accounts for 50% of the overall score.

California-specific essays: Candidates must write five essay questions2.
that test their knowledge of California law. These essays account for
40% of the total score and require candidates to demonstrate their
understanding of specific legal concepts and their ability to analyze
legal issues.

Performance Test (PT): The PT consists of one practical examination that3.
simulates a real-life legal task, such as drafting a legal document or
preparing a brief. It assesses a candidate's practical skills and
accounts for 10% of the overall score.

Eligibility Requirements

Before candidates can sit for the California attorney bar exam, they must



meet specific eligibility requirements, including:

Graduating from an accredited law school, either in California or
another state.

Completing the required coursework and earning a Juris Doctor (JD)
degree.

Passing the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE)
with a score of at least 86.

Submitting a complete application to the State Bar of California,
including a thorough background check.

Preparing for the California Attorney Bar Exam

Preparing for the California attorney bar exam requires a strategic approach,
as the exam is known for its rigor and complexity. Here are some effective
strategies to help you prepare:

1. Create a Study Schedule

Establishing a study schedule is essential for effective preparation. A well-
structured study plan will help you allocate time efficiently among various
subjects and exam components. Here are some tips for creating an effective
schedule:

Start studying at least 8-10 weeks before the exam date.

Dedicate specific days for each subject, ensuring you cover all areas of
the law.

Incorporate time for practice essays and performance tests to assess
your progress.

Adjust your schedule as needed based on your strengths and weaknesses.

2. Use Bar Review Courses

Investing in a bar review course can significantly enhance your preparation.



These courses provide comprehensive study materials, expert instruction, and
practice questions. Some of the most popular bar review courses include:

BarBri

Kaplan

Themis

AdaptiBar

Each course offers different features, so it’s essential to research and
choose one that aligns with your learning style.

3. Practice, Practice, Practice

Practice is crucial for success on the California attorney bar exam.
Regularly working through practice questions and essays will help you become
familiar with the exam format and improve your ability to apply legal
principles. Here are some ways to enhance your practice:

Take timed practice exams to simulate the actual test environment.

Review model answers to understand what examiners are looking for in
essays.

Participate in study groups to discuss and analyze practice questions.

4. Focus on California Law

While the MBE covers general legal principles, a significant portion of the
California attorney bar exam focuses on state-specific law. Ensure that you
dedicate ample time to studying California law, especially in areas such as:

California Civil Procedure

California Criminal Law and Procedure

California Evidence

California Community Property



California Contracts

Utilize state-specific resources, such as textbooks, outlines, and past exam
questions, to deepen your understanding.

Exam Day Tips

As you approach the exam date, it’s essential to be well-prepared not only
academically but also mentally and physically. Here are some tips for exam
day:

1. Get Plenty of Rest

A good night’s sleep before the exam can significantly impact your
performance. Aim for at least 7-8 hours of sleep each night leading up to the
exam.

2. Arrive Early

Ensure you arrive at the exam location well ahead of time to avoid any last-
minute stress. Familiarize yourself with the venue beforehand if possible.

3. Stay Calm and Focused

During the exam, take deep breaths and keep a positive mindset. If you
encounter a challenging question, move on and return to it later if time
permits.

Conclusion

The California attorney bar exam is a challenging endeavor that requires
thorough preparation and resilience. By understanding the exam structure,
meeting eligibility requirements, and implementing effective study
strategies, you can increase your chances of passing this critical
examination. Remember, success on the bar exam is not just about hard work;
it’s also about smart preparation. With the right approach and resources, you
can achieve your goal of becoming a licensed attorney in California.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the California Bar Exam format?
The California Bar Exam consists of three parts: the Multistate Bar
Examination (MBE), California-specific essays, and performance tests. The
exam is typically held over two days.

How often is the California Bar Exam administered?
The California Bar Exam is administered twice a year, typically in February
and July.

What is the passing score for the California Bar
Exam?
The passing score for the California Bar Exam is 1390 out of a possible 2000
points.

What subjects are tested on the California Bar Exam?
The exam tests various subjects, including Constitutional Law, Contracts,
Criminal Law, Evidence, Professional Responsibility, and California-specific
laws.

How can I prepare for the California Bar Exam?
Preparation for the California Bar Exam typically involves enrolling in a bar
review course, studying past exam questions, and practicing essay writing and
performance tests.

What resources are available for California Bar Exam
applicants?
Resources include the State Bar of California website, bar review courses,
study guides, and practice exams.

What are the eligibility requirements to sit for the
California Bar Exam?
Eligibility requirements include having a Juris Doctor degree from an ABA-
accredited law school or an equivalent degree, and meeting moral character
requirements.



When are the results of the California Bar Exam
released?
Results for the California Bar Exam are usually released about 12 weeks after
the exam date.

What should I do if I don't pass the California Bar
Exam?
If you do not pass, you can retake the exam in a subsequent administration.
It's advisable to analyze your performance to identify areas for improvement.
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