
california bar exam subjects

California Bar Exam subjects are crucial for anyone preparing to take the exam, as they determine the

knowledge and skills that candidates must demonstrate to pass. The California Bar Exam is known for

its rigorous standards and extensive subject matter coverage, which includes a blend of state-specific

and general legal principles. This article will provide a detailed overview of the subjects tested on the

California Bar Exam, outlining their significance and offering tips for effective preparation.

Overview of the California Bar Exam

The California Bar Exam is administered twice a year, typically in February and July. It consists of

three main components:

1. Written Performance Test (PT): This evaluates a candidate's practical skills through a real-world

legal scenario.

2. California-specific essays: These assess knowledge of California law through written responses.

3. Multistate Bar Examination (MBE): This is a standardized test that covers general legal principles

and is used across many states.

Understanding the subjects covered in each component is essential for candidates aiming to achieve

success in the exam.

Key Subjects in the California Bar Exam

The California Bar Exam encompasses a wide range of subjects, which can be categorized into three

main areas: Core Subjects, California-specific Subjects, and Multistate Subjects.



Core Subjects

Core subjects are foundational topics that every law student should be familiar with. They include:

1. Contracts: This subject covers the formation, performance, breach, and remedies associated with

contracts.

2. Torts: Focuses on civil wrongs and the legal remedies available to those harmed by such wrongs,

including negligence, intentional torts, and strict liability.

3. Property: Involves real and personal property laws, including ownership rights, leases, and zoning

issues.

4. Criminal Law and Procedure: This area examines substantive criminal law, defenses, and the

procedures followed in criminal cases.

5. Constitutional Law: Covers the principles and rules that govern the U.S. Constitution, including

individual rights and the powers of government.

6. Civil Procedure: Focuses on the rules and processes involved in civil litigation, including jurisdiction,

pleadings, and trial procedures.

California-specific Subjects

In addition to the core subjects, the California Bar Exam tests several state-specific topics that

candidates must master. These include:

1. California Evidence: Examines the rules of evidence as applied in California courts, including

hearsay, admissibility, and privileges.

2. California Professional Responsibility: Focuses on the ethical duties of attorneys in California,

including the Rules of Professional Conduct.

3. California Business Associations: Covers the laws governing business entities in California, including

corporations, partnerships, and limited liability companies.

4. California Community Property: Addresses the rules governing property ownership and division in



marriage under California law.

Multistate Subjects

The Multistate Bar Examination (MBE) includes subjects that are tested across various jurisdictions.

These subjects are crucial for candidates who may consider practicing law in states other than

California. The subjects tested on the MBE include:

1. Contracts: Similar to the core subject but includes additional emphasis on UCC sales and lease

contracts.

2. Torts: Covers a broad range of tort law principles, including those applicable in different jurisdictions.

3. Criminal Law and Procedure: Similar foundation as the core subject but may include more federal

principles.

4. Constitutional Law: Includes an emphasis on federal constitutional principles relevant across

jurisdictions.

5. Civil Procedure: Addresses the federal rules of civil procedure, which may differ from California’s

rules.

Exam Format and Structure

Understanding the format of the California Bar Exam is essential for effective preparation. The exam

consists of the following components:

1. Written Performance Test (PT):

- Candidates are given a legal scenario and must draft a legal document, such as a memorandum or

brief, demonstrating their ability to analyze a case and apply legal principles.

2. California-specific Essays:

- Typically, there are five essays that test candidates' knowledge of California law. Candidates must be



able to identify legal issues, apply relevant laws, and provide coherent legal analysis.

3. Multistate Bar Examination (MBE):

- The MBE consists of 200 multiple-choice questions covering the subjects mentioned earlier. It tests

candidates’ ability to apply legal principles to various fact patterns.

Preparation Strategies

Preparing for the California Bar Exam requires a strategic approach. Here are some effective

strategies:

Study Materials

- Bar Review Courses: Many candidates benefit from enrolling in bar review courses that provide

structured study plans, practice questions, and feedback.

- Outlines and Flashcards: Creating or utilizing outlines and flashcards can help reinforce key concepts

and rules.

Practice Exams

- Simulated Exams: Taking practice exams under timed conditions can help candidates build stamina

and improve time management.

- Essay Practice: Writing out essays based on past exam questions can enhance analytical writing

skills.



Focus on Weak Areas

- Self-Assessment: Regularly assess your understanding of each subject and focus on areas where

you feel less confident.

- Group Study Sessions: Collaborating with peers can provide different perspectives and enhance

understanding of difficult topics.

Conclusion

Understanding the California Bar Exam subjects is vital for effective exam preparation. By focusing on

core, California-specific, and multistate subjects, candidates can create a comprehensive study plan

that addresses all necessary areas of knowledge. With the right preparation strategies, candidates can

approach the exam with confidence and increase their chances of success. Remember, passing the

California Bar Exam is not just about knowing the law; it’s about applying that knowledge effectively

under pressure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What subjects are tested on the California Bar Exam?

The California Bar Exam tests a range of subjects including Constitutional Law, Contracts, Criminal

Law, Evidence, Real Property, Torts, Business Associations, Civil Procedure, Professional

Responsibility, and Wills and Trusts.

How many essays are included in the California Bar Exam?

The California Bar Exam includes five essay questions, which cover a variety of subjects tested on the

exam.



What is the importance of the Multistate Professional Responsibility

Examination (MPRE) for California Bar applicants?

The MPRE is a separate exam that tests knowledge of professional conduct. California requires

applicants to pass the MPRE with a minimum score to ensure they understand the ethical obligations

of legal practice.

Are there any specific subjects that are more heavily weighted on the

California Bar Exam?

While all subjects are important, California often emphasizes subjects like Evidence, Professional

Responsibility, and California-specific law, particularly in the essays.

How does the California Bar Exam format differ from other states?

The California Bar Exam includes both essays and the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE), but it has a

unique focus on California law in its essay portion, which is different from many other states that may

rely more heavily on the MBE.

What resources are recommended for studying California Bar Exam

subjects?

Recommended resources include bar review courses, outlines specific to California law, practice

exams, and study guides that focus on the subjects tested in the California Bar Exam.

Can I take the California Bar Exam if I graduated from a law school

outside California?

Yes, graduates from ABA-accredited law schools outside California can take the California Bar Exam,

but they must meet specific eligibility requirements set by the California State Bar.
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