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The California Hawking Club (CHC) is a vital organization for aspiring
falconers in the state. If you are interested in becoming a falconer, the
journey begins with a solid understanding of the principles of hawking and
falconry. This guide serves as a comprehensive study aid for those looking to
become apprentices in this fascinating field. By following this guide, you
will gain insights into essential topics, skills, and resources necessary for
your apprenticeship.

Understanding Falconry

Falconry is the art of training birds of prey to hunt in cooperation with
humans. It combines elements of wildlife conservation, animal care, and
outdoor skills. As an apprentice, you will learn to train and care for these
majestic birds, as well as the ethical considerations involved in the sport.

History of Falconry

Falconry has a rich history that dates back thousands of years. It originated
in ancient civilizations, including the Middle East, Asia, and Europe.
Understanding the historical context of falconry will enhance your
appreciation for the sport and its traditions.

Types of Birds of Prey

As an apprentice, you will work primarily with raptors. The most common
species used in falconry include:

Hawks: Red-tailed hawks and Harris's hawks are popular choices for
beginners due to their adaptability and ease of training.

Falcons: Peregrine falcons are revered for their speed, while the
kestrel is a smaller option ideal for new falconers.

Eagles: Golden eagles require more experience but are majestic and
powerful hunters.



Understanding the characteristics and hunting behaviors of different raptors
will be crucial for effective training.

Requirements for Becoming an Apprentice

Before embarking on your falconry journey, you need to meet certain
requirements set forth by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) and the California Hawking Club. Here are the essential steps:

Be at least 12 years old: Falconry apprentices must be a minimum of 121.
years old in California.

Find a sponsor: You must have a licensed falconer as a sponsor who will2.
guide you through your apprenticeship.

Complete a written exam: You will need to pass a written test covering3.
various topics related to falconry.

Obtain a falconry license: After meeting the requirements, you must4.
apply for a falconry license through the CDFW.

Finding a Mentor

Having a mentor is one of the most crucial aspects of your apprenticeship. A
mentor will provide valuable hands-on experience, guidance, and support. When
searching for a mentor, consider the following tips:

- Attend local club meetings: Join the California Hawking Club to network
with experienced falconers.
- Participate in events: Engage in community events or training sessions to
meet potential mentors.
- Ask questions: Don’t hesitate to approach falconers at events and express
your interest in learning.

Study Topics for Apprentices

To prepare for your apprenticeship, you should familiarize yourself with the
following key topics:



Regulations and Ethics

Understanding the legal framework governing falconry is essential. The CDFW
outlines specific regulations that every falconer must adhere to, including:

- Permits and licenses: Know the necessary permits for capturing, possessing,
and hunting with birds of prey.
- Hunting seasons and restrictions: Be aware of hunting seasons for different
species and any restrictions in your area.
- Ethical considerations: Falconry is rooted in respect for wildlife and the
environment. Learn about the ethical treatment of birds and sustainable
hunting practices.

Bird Care and Management

Proper care and management of your raptor are vital for successful falconry.
This includes:

- Housing: Learn how to create a suitable environment for your bird, ensuring
it has space, safety, and comfort.
- Nutrition: Understand the dietary needs of your raptor, including
appropriate food sources and feeding schedules.
- Health monitoring: Familiarize yourself with signs of illness and the
importance of regular veterinary care.

Training Techniques

Training your bird is a fundamental skill for any falconer. You should study
various training techniques, such as:

- Basic commands: Teach your bird to respond to commands like "come," "stay,"
and "fly."
- Hunting skills: Gradually introduce your bird to hunting scenarios,
reinforcing its natural instincts.
- Building trust: Develop a bond with your raptor through consistent handling
and positive reinforcement.

Practical Experience

While theoretical knowledge is important, practical experience is equally
crucial. Here are some ways to gain hands-on experience during your
apprenticeship:



Shadowing Your Mentor

Spend ample time with your mentor, observing their training techniques, bird
care practices, and hunting outings. Take notes and ask questions to deepen
your understanding.

Participating in Training Sessions

Engage in training sessions with your mentor. This may include:

- Manning your bird: Spend time with your bird in a controlled environment to
build trust.
- Free flying: Practice letting your bird fly freely and return to you,
gradually increasing the distance.

Joining Hunting Expeditions

Experience the thrill of hunting by joining your mentor on expeditions.
Observe how they work with their bird in the field, and take note of the
strategies employed during hunts.

Resources for Further Study

To supplement your learning, consider utilizing the following resources:

Books: Look for comprehensive falconry books that cover various aspects
of the sport.

Online forums: Engage with online communities where experienced
falconers share insights and answer questions.

Local workshops: Attend workshops or seminars organized by the
California Hawking Club or other falconry organizations.

Conclusion

Embarking on the journey to become an apprentice falconer in California is an
exciting and rewarding experience. By thoroughly studying the topics outlined
in this guide and actively engaging with your mentor and the falconry



community, you will be well on your way to mastering the art of hawking.
Remember, falconry is not just a sport; it is a commitment to wildlife
conservation, ethics, and the bond between human and bird. Your dedication
will shape your success as a falconer, so embrace the learning process and
enjoy the adventure that lies ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the California
Hawking Club Apprentice Study Guide?
The primary purpose of the California Hawking Club Apprentice Study Guide is
to provide aspiring falconers with essential knowledge and skills required to
safely and ethically practice hawking in California.

What topics are covered in the California Hawking
Club Apprentice Study Guide?
The study guide covers topics such as bird biology, equipment selection,
training techniques, legal regulations, and ethical considerations in
falconry.

How can I access the California Hawking Club
Apprentice Study Guide?
The guide is typically available for download on the California Hawking
Club's official website or can be obtained through club events and meetings.

Is there a fee associated with obtaining the
California Hawking Club Apprentice Study Guide?
Access to the guide may be free for club members, but there could be a fee
for non-members or for printed copies, so it's best to check with the club
directly.

Are there any prerequisites for studying the
California Hawking Club Apprentice Study Guide?
While there are no strict prerequisites, having a general interest in birds
of prey and a willingness to learn about falconry is highly beneficial.

How does the California Hawking Club Apprentice



Study Guide help with the apprenticeship process?
The guide provides foundational knowledge that apprentices need to understand
before taking the written test and proceeding with practical training under a
licensed falconer.

What is the significance of ethics in the California
Hawking Club Apprentice Study Guide?
Ethics are emphasized to ensure that apprentices understand the
responsibilities involved in caring for raptors and promoting conservation
efforts.

Can I find practice questions in the California
Hawking Club Apprentice Study Guide?
Yes, the guide often includes practice questions or resources to help
apprentices prepare for the falconry exam.

Is there a community or support network for
apprentices using the study guide?
Yes, the California Hawking Club offers a community of experienced falconers
who provide mentorship and support to apprentices during their training.

How often is the California Hawking Club Apprentice
Study Guide updated?
The study guide is periodically reviewed and updated to reflect changes in
regulations, best practices, and advancements in falconry techniques.
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