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CALL oF CTHULHU RPG Keeper RuULEBOOK: HORROR ROLEPLAYING IN A W ORLD oF CosMIC TERROR

THe CALL oF CTHULHU ROLEPLAYING GAME (RPG) HAS CAPTURED THE IMAGINATIONS OF GAMERS SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN THE
EARLY 1980s. ROOTED IN THE UNSETTLING WORKS OF H.P. LOVECRAFT, THIS GAME IMMERSES PLAYERS IN A WORLD WHERE
THEY CONFRONT THE UNKNOWN AND THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, OFTEN LEADING TO CHILLING AND HARROWING ADVENTURES. THE
KEePER RULEBOOK SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL GUIDE FOR THE GAME MASTER, OR “KEEPER,” WHO ORCHESTRATES THE NARRATIVE
AND ENSURES THAT PLAYERS NAVIGATE THROUGH THE EERIE LANDSCAPES OF LOVECRAFTIAN HORROR. THIS ARTICLE DELVES
INTO THE INTRICACIES OF THE KEEPER RULEBOOK, EXPLORING ITS KEY COMPONENTS, GAMEPLAY MECHANICS, CHARACTER
CREATION, AND THE OVERALL EXPERIENCE OF HORROR ROLEPLAYING IN CALL OF CTHULHU.

UNDERSTANDING THE KEEPER ROLE

IN CALL OF CTHULHU, THE KEEPER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR GUIDING PLAYERS THROUGH THE STORY, SETTING THE ATMOSPHERE, AND
PRESENTING CHALLENGES THAT EVOKE FEAR AND TENSION. THE KEEPER’S ROLE IS MULTIFACETED, INVOLVING:

- STORYTELLING: CRAFTING AN ENGAGING NARRATIVE THAT IMMERSES PLAYERS IN A WORLD FILLED WITH HORROR.

- W oRLD-BUILDING: CREATING EVOCATIVE SETTINGS THAT EMBODY THE THEMES OF COSMIC DREAD AND MADNESS.

- RULE ENFORCEMENT: UNDERSTANDING AND IMPLEMENTING THE GAME RULES TO ENSURE A FAIR AND ENJOYABLE EXPERIENCE FOR
ALL PLAYERS.

BEING A KEEPER REQUIRES A BLEND OF CREATIVITY, IMPROVISATION, AND A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF LOVECRAFTIAN THEMES.
THE KEEPER MUST MASTER THE TONE AND PACING OF THE GAME, BALANCING MOMENTS OF TENSION WITH PERIODS OF
SUSPENSEFUL CALM.

Core ConcerTs ofF CALL oF CTHULHU

To EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE WITH THE KEEPER RULEBOOK, IT°S CRUCIAL TO GRASP THE FOUNDATIONAL ELEMENTS OF CALL OF
CTHULHU.

SANITY AND MADNESS

ONE OF THE MOST DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OF CALL OF CTHULHU IS ITS APPROACH TO SANITY. CHARACTERS ARE NOT MERELY
FIGHTING PHYSICAL FOES; THEY ARE ALSO WRESTLING WITH THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TOLL OF CONFRONTING THE UNKNOW/N. Key
POINTS INCLUDE:

- SANITY PoINTS: CHARACTERS START WITH A SPECIFIC NUMBER OF SANITY POINTS, WHICH ARE DIMINISHED WHEN THEY
ENCOUNTER HORRIFIC EVENTS OR CREATURES.

- MADNESS EFFECTS: LOSING SANITY CAN LEAD TO TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT MADNESS, WHICH CAN DRASTICALLY AFFECT A
CHARACTER'S BEHAVIOR AND DECISION-MAKING.

- PsycHoLoGICAL REALISM: THE GAME EMPHASIZES THE REAL PSYCHOLOGICAL CONSEQUENCES OF CONFRONTING COSMIC
HORRORS, MAKING THE EXPERIENCE DEEPLY IMMERSIVE.

CHARACTER CREATION

CREATING A CHARACTER IN CALL oF CTHULHU IS AN EVOCATIVE PROCESS, ALLOWING PLAYERS TO EMBODY INDIVIDUALS FROM



VARIOUS BACKGROUNDS, PROFESSIONS, AND TIME PERIODS. THE CHARACTER CREATION PROCESS INVOLVES SEVERAL STEPS:

1. CHooSE A PROFESSION: EACH PROFESSION PROVIDES UNIQUE SKILLS AND ABILITIES. COMMON PROFESSIONS INCLUDE:
- INVESTIGATORS

- ACADEMICS

- JOURNALISTS

- LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL

- OCCuULTISTS

2. ASSIGN ATTRIBUTES: PLAYERS ALLOCATE POINTS TO KEY ATTRIBUTES SUCH AS STRENGTH/ DEXTERITY, AND |NTELLIGENCEI
WHICH WILL INFLUENCE THEIR CHARACTER'S CAPABILITIES.

3. SELECT SKILLS: SKILLS REFLECT A CHARACTER’S TRAINING AND EXPERTISE. PLAYERS CAN CHOOSE FROM A WIDE RANGE OF
SKILLS, SUCH AS:

- LiBRARY UsSE

- PersuaDe

- FIREARMS

- OccuLTt

- STEALTH

4. DETERMINE BACKGROUND: PLAYERS CAN FLESH OUT THEIR CHARACTER’S BACKSTORY, MOTIVATIONS, AND FEARS, WHICH CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT THE STORY’S PROGRESSION.

5. SANITY SCORE: PLAYERS BEGIN WITH A SANITY SCORE BASED ON THEIR CHARACTER’S BACKGROUND AND PROFESSION,
SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE PSYCHOLOGICAL CHALLENGES AHEAD.

GAME MecHANICS AND GAMEPLAY

THe MECHANICS OF CALL OF CTHULHU ARE DESIGNED TO ENHANCE THE HORROR EXPERIENCE. THE SYSTEM EMPHASIZES NARRATIVE
OVER COMBAT, MAKING EVERY DECISION IMPACTFUL.

Dice RoLLING

THE CORE MECHANIC INVOLVES ROLLING PERCENTILE DICE (D 1 OO) TO DETERMINE SUCCESS OR FAILURE IN VARIOUS TASKS. KEY
ASPECTS INCLUDE!:

- SKILL RoLLS: WHEN ATTEMPTING AN ACTION, PLAYERS ROLL AGAINST THEIR RELEVANT SKILL PERCENTAGE. ROLLING EQUAL
TO OR BELOW THE SKILL RESULTS IN SUCCESS.

- CRITICAL Success AND FAILURES: RoLLING O] (A CRITICAL SUCCESS) or 100 (A CRITICAL FAILUEE) LEADS TO DRAMATIC
OUTCOMES, FURTHER ENRICHING THE NARRATIVE.

CoMBAT AND CONFLICT REsoLUTION

COMBAT IS A TENSE AFFAIR IN CALL OF CTHULHU, OFTEN LEADING TO DIRE CONSEQUENCES:

- DAMAGE AND HEALTH: EACH CHARACTER HAS A HEALTH SCORE. DAMAGE CAN BE SEVERE, AND CHARACTERS CAN BE
INCAPACITATED OR KILLED.

- FLEEING AND AVOIDANCE: GIVEN THE GAME’S EMPHASIS ON SURVIVAL, PLAYERS OFTEN OPT TO FLEE RATHER THAN ENGAGE IN
COMBAT, REFLECTING A MORE REALISTIC APPROACH TO HORROR.



INVESTIGATIVE GAMEPLAY

THE GAME REVOLVES AROUND INVESTIGATION AND DISCOVERY:

- CLUES AND MYSTERIOUS EVENTS: THE KEEPER INTRODUCES CLUES AND EVENTS THAT GUIDE PLAYERS TOWARD UNCOVERING
THE NARRATIVE’S CENTRAL MYSTERIES.

- ROLE OF INVESTIGATION SKILLS: SKILLS SUCH AS LIBRARY USE AND SPOT HIDDEN ARE CRUCIAL FOR GATHERING INFORMATION
AND PIECING TOGETHER THE STORY.

THEMATIC ELEMENTS OF HORROR

CALL oF CTHULHU IS STEEPED IN THEMES THAT EVOKE FEAR AND PARANOIA. THE KEEPER RULEBOOK PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON
ENHANCING THESE ELEMENTS THROUGHOUT GAMEPLAY.

ATMOSPHERE AND T ONE

CREATING A CHILLING ATMOSPHERE IS VITAL FOR IMMERSION. KEY TIPS INCLUDE:

- DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE: USE VIVID DESCRIPTIONS THAT EVOKE THE SENSES AND STIR THE IMAGINATION.
- SOUND AND MUSIC: INCORPORATE AMBIENT SOUNDS OR MUSIC THAT ALIGN WITH THE GAME’S EERIE THEMES.
- PACING: BALANCE MOMENTS OF TENSION WITH SLOWER PERIODS TO BUILD SUSPENSE EFFECTIVELY.

CosMic HorrOR AND THE UNKNOWN

AT THE HEART OF CALL OF CTHULHU LIES THE THEME OF COSMIC HORROR:

- INCOMPREHENSIBLE BEINGS: THE PRESENCE OF ANCIENT, INDIFFERENT DEITIES SUCH AS CTHULHU EMBODIES THE IDEA THAT
HUMANITY IS INSIGNIFICANT IN THE GRAND COSMOS.

- FEAR OF THE UNEXPLAINED: ENCOURAGE PLAYERS TO CONFRONT THE UNKNOWN, FOSTERING A SENSE OF DREAD AS THEY
UNCOVER TRUTHS BEST LEFT HIDDEN.

CoNcLuUsION; EMBRACING THE HORROR

THE CALL oF CTHULHU RPG KEePER RULEBOOK SERVES AS AN INVALUABLE RESOURCE FOR THOSE WHO SEEK TO DELVE INTO
THE REALMS OF HORROR ROLEPLAYING. WITH ITS UNIQUE MECHANICS, EMPHASIS ON SANITY, AND RICH THEMATIC CONTENT, THE
GAME OFFERS A TRULY IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE. FOR KEEPERS, THE CHALLENGE LIES IN WEAVING A NARRATIVE THAT CAPTURES THE
ESSENCE OF LOVECRAFTIAN HORROR WHILE GUIDING PLAYERS THROUGH A JOURNEY FILLED WITH SUSPENSE, FEAR, AND
EXISTENTIAL DREAD. EMBRACE THE TERROR, AND ALLOW YOUR PLAYERS TO UNCOVER THE MYSTERIES THAT DWELL IN THE
SHADOWS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE THE CORE MECHANICS THAT DIFFERENTIATE ‘CALL oF CTHULHU' RPG FrROM
OTHER HORROR TABLETOP GAMES?

THe core MecHANICS oF ‘CALL oF CTHULHU  RPG INCLUDE A FOCUS ON MENTAL STABILITY, INVESTIGATOR SKILLS, AND A



PERCENTILE DICE SYSTEM. PLAYERS OFTEN FACE OVERWHELMING ODDS AND MUST MANAGE THEIR CHARACTERS' SANITY, WHICH
CAN BE AFFECTED BY ENCOUNTERS WITH THE GAME'S COSMIC HORRORS.

How DoES THE KEEPER'S ROLE ENHANCE THE HORROR EXPERIENCE IN ‘CALL OF
CTHULHU'?

THe KEEPER/ AKIN TO A GAME MASTER, SETS THE TONE OF THE GAME AND CONTROLS THE NARRATIVE. THEIR ROLE IS CRUCIAL IN
CREATING TENSION, PACING THE STORY, AND REVEALING THE HORRORS OF THE MYTHOS GRADUALLY, ENSURING THAT PLAYERS
REMAIN ENGAGED AND TERRIFIED THROUGHOUT THE SESSION.

\WHAT ARE SOME EFFECTIVE TIPS FOR CREATING A SUSPENSEFUL ATMOSPHERE IN A
‘CALL oF CTHULHU' SESSION?

ToO CREATE A SUSPENSEFUL ATMOSPHERE, KEEPERS CAN USE AMBIENT SOUNDTRACKS, DIM LIGHTING, AND PROPS. INCORPORATING
SLOW REVEALS OF INFORMATION, USING DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE TO EVOKE FEAR, AND MAINTAINING A SENSE OF UNCERTAINTY
CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE HORROR EXPERIENCE.

How CAN NEW PLAYERS EFFECTIVELY ROLEPLAY THEIR INVESTIGATORS IN ‘CALL OF
CTHULHU'?

NEW PLAYERS CAN EFFECTIVELY ROLEPLAY BY DEEPLY UNDERSTANDING THEIR CHARACTERS' BACKGROUNDS, MOTIVATIONS, AND
FEARS. ENGAGING WITH THE NARRATIVE, MAKING CHOICES THAT REFLECT THEIR CHARACTER'S PERSONALITY, AND EMBRACING THE
HORROR ELEMENTS WILL ENRICH THEIR ROLEPLAYING EXPERIENCE.

\W/HAT ARE THE MOST COMMON MISTAKES KEEPERS MAKE WHEN RUNNING 'CALL OF
CTHULHU' GAMES?

COMMON MISTAKES INCLUDE REVEALING TOO MUCH TOO SOON, NOT BALANCING THE HORROR WITH CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT,
AND FAILING TO MANAGE PACING. KEEPERS SHOULD ALSO AVOID RAILROADING PLAYERS AND ALLOW THEM THE FREEDOM TO
EXPLORE WHILE MAINTAINING TENSION.

\WHAT THEMES ARE MOST PREVALENT IN THE ‘CALL OF CTHULHU' RPG, AND HOW CAN
THEY BE INCORPORATED INTO A CAMPAIGN?

PREVALENT THEMES INCLUDE EXISTENTIAL DREAD, THE INSIGNIFICANCE OF HUMANITY, AND THE FRAGILITY OF SANITY. KEEPERS
CAN INCORPORATE THESE THEMES BY PRESENTING CHARACTERS WITH MORAL DILEMMAS, INTRODUCING MIND-BENDING MYSTERIES,
AND SHOWCASING THE VASTNESS AND INDIFFERENCE OF THE UNIVERSE.
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