
call of cthulhu skills guide
Call of Cthulhu skills guide is an essential resource for both new and experienced
players of Chaosium’s iconic tabletop role-playing game. Set in the eerie, cosmic horror
universe created by H.P. Lovecraft, Call of Cthulhu immerses players into a world of
mysteries, madness, and ancient deities. Understanding the skills in the game is crucial
for effective character development and gameplay, as they determine how well players can
navigate the terrifying experiences they encounter. This article will provide a
comprehensive breakdown of the skills available to characters, their applications, and tips
for optimizing skill use during gameplay.

Understanding Skills in Call of Cthulhu

In Call of Cthulhu, skills reflect a character's abilities and knowledge in various areas,
ranging from combat to social interactions. Players allocate points to skills during
character creation, which significantly influences their effectiveness throughout the game.
Skills are categorized into four primary types:

Combat Skills: Essential for survival during encounters with hostile entities.

Academic Skills: Vital for investigating mysteries, researching lore, and
deciphering ancient texts.

Interpersonal Skills: Important for social interactions, persuasion, and deception.

Miscellaneous Skills: A broad category that includes various unique abilities that
don't fit into the other classifications.

Understanding where to invest skill points can dramatically improve a character’s chances
of success in various scenarios.

Skill Categories and Their Importance

To effectively utilize the skills in Call of Cthulhu, players need to be familiar with the
different categories and their relevance to gameplay. Below is a detailed overview of each
skill type.

1. Combat Skills

Combat skills are crucial for characters who may find themselves facing threats in the



dark corners of the world. Key combat skills include:

Firearms: Essential for ranged combat; includes skills like handgun, rifle, and
shotgun.

Melee Weapons: Covers proficiency with knives, clubs, and other close-combat
weapons.

Dodge: Allows characters to avoid attacks and minimize damage.

Investing in combat skills is particularly important for characters who are likely to
confront monsters or hostile NPCs. However, players should remember that combat is
often not the first solution in Call of Cthulhu, and avoiding confrontation can sometimes be
the best strategy.

2. Academic Skills

Academic skills are crucial for characters involved in research, investigation, or scholarly
pursuits. Key academic skills include:

Library Use: Enables characters to effectively search and find information in
libraries.

Occult: Covers knowledge of supernatural entities, ancient texts, and forbidden lore.

History: Useful for understanding the context of events and entities in the game
world.

Characters with strong academic skills are often the backbone of a party, providing
critical insights and knowledge that can help unravel complex mysteries.

3. Interpersonal Skills

Interpersonal skills are essential for characters who need to communicate with others
effectively. These skills include:

Persuade: Allows characters to convince others to see their point of view.

Fast Talk: Useful for quick deception or distraction in conversations.

Intimidate: A way to coerce others through fear or threats.



Characters specializing in these skills can often navigate social situations more effectively,
whether they need to charm a potential ally or extract information from an unwilling
informant.

4. Miscellaneous Skills

The miscellaneous skills category encompasses a variety of unique abilities that don’t fit
neatly into the other categories. Some notable skills include:

Stealth: Essential for sneaking past enemies or avoiding detection.

Mechanics: Useful for repairing and understanding machinery.

Track: Helps characters follow footsteps or trails in outdoor settings.

These skills can often be the deciding factor in how a character approaches a situation,
allowing for creative solutions to challenges faced during gameplay.

Optimizing Skills for Gameplay

To effectively use skills in Call of Cthulhu, players can employ several strategies during
character creation and throughout the game.

1. Character Roles

Before distributing skill points, players should consider their character's intended role
within the group. Each role may benefit from different skill sets:

Investigator: Focus on academic and interpersonal skills for uncovering secrets.

Survivalist: Prioritize combat and miscellaneous skills for engagements with
threats.

Support Role: Combine interpersonal skills with a few academic skills to aid the
team.

By defining their character's primary role, players can allocate skill points more
effectively.



2. Balancing Skills

While it may be tempting to specialize in one skill area, a balanced approach can be
beneficial. Characters who spread their skills across different categories can adapt to
various situations. This flexibility can be vital when unexpected encounters arise.

3. Continuous Skill Improvement

As gameplay progresses, characters may have opportunities to improve their skills.
Players should actively seek scenarios that allow for skill checks, as a successful roll can
lead to skill enhancement. Moreover, character development through experience points
can provide avenues for growth, allowing players to become more proficient in their
chosen skills.

4. Collaboration with Other Players

Coordinating with fellow players can enhance the overall effectiveness of the group. By
specializing in different skills, players can create a well-rounded team capable of tackling
a variety of challenges. Communication and teamwork will often lead to more successful
outcomes in investigations and confrontations.

Conclusion

The Call of Cthulhu skills guide serves as an invaluable tool for players looking to
navigate the dark and mysterious world of Lovecraftian horror. By understanding the
various skills available and how to effectively allocate points, players can enhance their
characters' abilities and contribute to the overall success of their adventure. Whether
focusing on combat, academic pursuits, or interpersonal interactions, mastering skills is
key to surviving the lurking horrors and uncovering the secrets that lie within the
shadows. With careful planning, collaboration, and a willingness to adapt, players can
delve deep into the eldritch realms of Call of Cthulhu, facing the unknown with a well-
equipped mind and character.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary skills used in Call of Cthulhu
gameplay?
The primary skills in Call of Cthulhu include Library Use, Spot Hidden, Listen, Psychology,
and Cthulhu Mythos, among others, which help players investigate and interact with the
world.



How do you improve skills in Call of Cthulhu?
Skills can be improved by successfully using them during gameplay. At the end of each
game session, players may roll for skill improvement based on their successful rolls.

What is the importance of the Cthulhu Mythos skill?
The Cthulhu Mythos skill represents a character's knowledge of the Mythos and its
entities. Higher skill levels can provide insights into the nature of cosmic horrors and their
lore.

How do character backgrounds influence skill choices?
Character backgrounds in Call of Cthulhu can provide additional skill points or bonuses in
certain skills, reflecting the character's life experiences and professions.

Can players customize their skills during character
creation?
Yes, players can customize their skills during character creation by allocating points to
preferred skills, allowing for tailored character development.

What is the role of the Game Master (GM) in skill
checks?
The Game Master (GM) facilitates skill checks by determining the difficulty of tasks and
interpreting the outcomes of players' rolls, guiding the narrative based on those results.

How does the sanity mechanic interact with skills?
Sanity loss can affect a character's ability to use certain skills effectively. Characters may
experience penalties or reduced skill effectiveness after encountering horrific events.

Are there any skills unique to specific scenarios or
campaigns?
Yes, some scenarios or campaigns may introduce unique skills or modify existing ones to
fit the narrative, enhancing the thematic experience of the adventure.

What resources are recommended for mastering Call of
Cthulhu skills?
Resources such as the Call of Cthulhu core rulebook, various scenario guides, and online
forums or communities like Reddit can provide valuable tips and insights for mastering
skills.
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